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Chairman’s Report
Great War Project:
Publication for the
Armistice Centenary
2018 is an exciting year for the
Preservation Society as work for
publication of our two-volume
story of Rudgwick’s people in the
early 20th century is concluded.
The hoped-for publication date is
September 1st. We are taking
orders from April 1st. Details of
the contents are below.
Members and contributors with
email will have been informed of
the contents below by the time
you read this.
Key Facts: A sample of each
book will be available at the
AGM on April 30th. We will be
taking orders with advance
payment at the AGM (or at any
other time). We have to pay for
the books up-front (at least
£2,600), so we decided one way
of managing this would be by
advance orders.
We have also decided that we
are confident our sales will
enable us to reimburse you if
you are kind enough to lend us
an extra £10. This is entirely
optional and pressure free.
Repayment will be at the AGM in
2019, or soon afterwards for
those who cannot attend.
We are also seeking
sponsorship. The Parish Council
has already given us a generous
grant of £750, for which we are
extremely grateful. We are
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asking some private businesses
in the village to help us. At the
time of going to press we are
grateful to Berkeley Homes, a
major sponsor. We also have
sponsorship from Firebird
Brewing Co, Restoration to
Agriculture Ltd and Harrison
Rural Partners Ltd, and are
seeking more. Your committee
have decided not to use our
society funds other than for
incidental expenses such as
buying sample copies, as it
would bankrupt us!

Place your confidence
in us!
Advance orders:
Volume 1:
£ 9.00
Volume 2:
£ 5.00
Both Together: £12.50
We are also asking anyone
who feels able to do so, to
add £10 extra on ordering.
We promise to pay this back
at the AGM / Spring
Meeting 2019 or as soon
as possible thereafter.
Think of it as crowdfunding!
Advance order form
enclosed in newsletter, and
on our website.

Details of the Books
Volume 1: (333 pages)
Rudgwick’s Great War
Parts 1-4: The Home Front:
1. Before the War,
2. The War Diary,
3. Wartime Stories,
4. After the War.
Parts 5-7 : For King and Country
5. Some Rudgwick Residents
Who Served,
6. The Roll of Honour,
7. They Served and Returned,
Volume 2: (230 pages)
Rudgwick’s Great War
Part 8, Remembrance. This is the
fruit of our work with 56
contributors who have submitted
114 fascinating stories of
relatives who served in the war. It
won’t fail to move you.
What happens now?
Once proof reading is complete,
and samples inspected for
remaining errors, the A4 books
will be printed and distributed to
us in bulk by our publisher, Lulu.
They will have a paperback full
colour cover, be printed inside in
black & white. Both books are
profusely illustrated throughout.
Volume 1 has the best selection
of Rudgwick’s early 20th century
photos ever, and Volume 2 has
hundreds of images relevant to
its 100+ personal stories of the
war.

It remains to encourage you to
buy one or both books as part of
the centenary events in
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November 1918. If advance
purchase is not for you, we
expect the books will be
available from September 1st.
We will let you know nearer the
time the various ways and
places where you will be able to
buy them, or collect your
advance order.

Planning Matters
Brownfield Land

In April 2017 the Government
published a document on
brownfield land advising that
councils will have new tools to
speed up development of
derelict and under-used land for
The RPS Committee have kindly new homes. Local Authorities
allowed me to give a talk about across the Country now have to
the Great War at our Autumn
produce and maintain up-to-date
Meeting on Monday November publicly available registers of
19th. The books will be available brownfield sites available for
for collection or sale that
housing locally. The new
evening.
registers will help house builders
identify suitable brownfield sites
The centenary of the signing of
quickly with the promise of
the Armistice on the eleventh
unlocking land for thousands of
hour of the eleventh day of the
new homes.
eleventh month of 1918 falls by
chance on Sunday 11th
The Government advised that
November 2018, so
the registers are part of an
Remembrance Day and
ambitious programme to speed
Remembrance Sunday are the up house building. Brownfield
same day. I hope that all of us in registers were first proposed in
Rudgwick will want to remember 2016 when 73 local planning
and reflect on the losses and
authorities across the country
consequences of the Great War, piloted the measures. At the
100 years later in 2018. I will be same times the Government
discussing with Rev Martin King introduced a new way of
and Geoffrey Turberville Smith
obtaining planning permission
to see how the Preservation
through these new registers.
Society, and its members if they
It was envisaged that
wish, might best contribute.
‘permission in principle’ will
Finally, I would like to give my
simplify the planning process for
thanks to those who are
developers in that it would give
assisting me. The committee is them more certainty over
of course discussing the process whether a site is suitable for
outlined above, and has
development ahead of working
supported me throughout. The
up costly proposals to obtain full
exciting cover designs are by
planning permission. The
Peter Silk. Doug Betts has
Government hoped that this
helped with photography. The
would speed up and encourage
proof readers are Doug Betts,
new development, helping to
Wendy Callister, Lance
boost housing supply.
Davidson-Brett, Neil Borrett,
In December the Campaign for
Kate Robertson and Helen
the Protection of Rural England
Leech. John Newell will soon
(CPRE) found that the
find he has more treasuring
Brownfield Land Registers are
duties than usual. Many thanks
failing to record the small
to them all, and last but not least
brownfield plots that could
to all contributors to Volume 2.
provide an extra 200,000 homes
across England. It is their view
that a more proactive approach
to Land Registry data could help
build homes without wasting
Lest We Forget precious countryside.

Vanessa Sanderson

In his autumn budget the Chancellor
Phillip Hammond set out a proposal
that 20% of new homes be built on
small sites so that “brownfield and
urban land be used as efficiently as
possible for housing development”.
Unfortunately, in their research
document ‘Unlocking Potential’ the
CPRE found that Local Authorities
routinely disregard small brownfield
sites, despite the fact that these
sites have existing infrastructure,
such as good rail and transport
links, access to local amenities and
proximity to local communities.
These are particularly valuable in
rural areas and market towns where
much needed development can be
provided without encroaching on
the surrounding countryside.
Reasons given for not including
these small sites include lack of
local authority resources to identify
small brownfield sites, and
perception among builders that the
planning system is too burdensome
and complex.
CPRE rightly claim that the current
system of collecting data must be
improved if we are to unlock
potential of brownfield sites and
stop developers finding an excuse
to build on greenfield areas. They
are calling on the government to
support a brownfield first policy and
to amend the policy and guidance
regarding the full range of
appropriate brownfield sites for
housing, including small sites, and
to raise the profile of the registers.
Horsham District Council have
produced a Brownfield Register
which is on their website and there
is one site listed in the Parish of
Rudgwick at The Fox Public House.
It states that “any loss of the PH
would need to be considered
through the development
management process. But a small
residential development may be
suitable in the longer term provided
that it is compliant with local policy
and does not harm the setting of
The Fox which is a listed building”.
However it also states that the site
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will need to be considered as
part of the emerging
Neighbourhood Plan for
Rudgwick (see below)
National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF)
The Government is planning to
publish a revised NPPF this
Spring with the aim “to ensure
that they plan for the right
homes in the right places and to
turn existing and future planning
permissions quickly into homes
through reforms such as the
housing delivery test”.
The revised framework also will
also set out proposals for a
simple standard approach to
assess housing need. The
current process is costly, time
consuming and lacks
transparency. Additionally few
methods take into account
affordability in their area.

communities feel strongly that
new homes are imposed on
them regardless of any
reasoned arguments from local
residents about the
appropriateness of the scheme,
its sustainability, or the lack of
infrastructure.

difficult at the present time. These
include spiralling costs of producing
an NP, successful challenges by
developers to existing
Neighbourhood Plans elsewhere
and changes that will be required to
the NPPF following the recent
announcements by the
Government. It is disappointing to
Under the Localism Act 2011 the
note that each local authority will be
legislation was introduced to
required to substantially increase
help local communities to
the number of dwellings that all
actively participate in planning
districts/boroughs will have to
for development in their area
include in their Local Plan on an
and introduced Neighbourhood
annual basis. It is therefore been
Planning to assist this process.
decided to ‘pause’ work on the NP
This meant that communities
for the time being until there is
working with local authorities &
greater clarity.
Parish Councils would produce
their own plan with regard to
Rudgwick Preservation Society
identifying sustainable sites
appreciate the hard work &
where development could
dedication of the Steering Group
happen. Currently there are over and sincerely hope that the ‘pause’
400 Neighbourhood plans in
is only of a temporary nature and
force across England with many that work can begin again on the
more in the planning process.
Neighbourhood Plan in the very
near future - we await
However, at the Annual General
developments with interest. In spite
Meeting of the Rudgwick Parish
of the difficulties of producing a
Council on March 12th 2018
robust Neighbourhood Plan that
Councillor Ian MacLachlan, who
stands up to legal challenge,
is Chairman of the
without one we continue to be
Neighbourhood Plan Steering
vulnerable to indiscriminate,
Group, gave an updated report
unplanned and unwelcome
on their work and it appears that
development which is not in the
many obstacles have arisen
spirit of the revised NPPF or the
which has make progress very
Localism Act of 2011.

The Secretary of State for
Communities and Local
Government states in his paper
that “nobody likes indiscriminate,
unplanned and unwelcome
development”. But most of us
are willing to welcome new
homes if they are well designed,
built in the right places and with
the co-operation of the local
community.
The
Rudgwick in Spring
document
continues
with the
important
statement “to
win support
of local
residents we
have to build
homes
people want
to live
alongside as
well as in”.
Clearly this is
a noble
ambition but
currently this
does not
happen and
many

A little gift to Rudgwick from Siberia

© Doug Betts
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Storm over Rudgwick:
The Great Storm of October
15th-16th 1987 is one of those
events which define one’s life at
the time, and are never forgotten.
Last year, I put out a request for
information and photos about
Rudgwick on the day after the so
called hurricane. Was it amnesia,
forgotten/lost photos, or that you
all lived somewhere else? Very
few responses came back. The
era of mass photo sharing simply
did not exist, but no doubt there
are some colour slides fading in
some sideboards or cupboards.

Remembering October 1987 and Other Weather Events

Roger Nash

realise there had been quite a big
storm. It was quite testing not to
have electricity for about ten
days, he thinks it was, but the
Shelleys had a gas hob and open
fires, so there was no real
problem, except for washing,
having only cold water, plus the
odd pan of hot.

Lane. Christobel Avery dug out
pictures of two trees one near
The Blue Ship and one of conifers
in Bignor Wood, which may be
close to Cally’s oak. Full marks to
Haven members for responding.
It seems the area was badly hit.
Christobel was away in
Staffordshire but her daughter
was at home, ‘rescued’ I am told
The fine oak tree at Oakfield
by her boyfriend, who arrived to
(Cox Green) had several of the
find she had slept through.
branches on one side smashed,
Christobel thinks the damage in
but when the jagged branch
the storm of October 30th 2000
stumps had been sawn off the
was worse in her property.
tree looked enormously
Remember that? It was when
Andrew Shelley wrote that he
improved! Andrew also
Uckfield disappeared under
attended a dinner in London on remembers the staff at
water, as it ran through the
the night before the storm. He
Leonardslee saying how the
supermarket, back door to front.
returned home at about 1 o’clock, garden there had been improved
In Lewes it was catastrophic as
and thought it was a bit windy but by the felling of many old trees.
more homes were hit by a wall of
nothing more. Next morning he
This was a common reaction and
water in the Ouse. This was a
got up rather sleepily, got in the helped drive interest in our
very widespread event across
car to go to work, turned right out environment.
much of the country.
of the gate only to find a tree
Another member, Cally Sherlock,
across the road (in Cox
In 1987 every local woodland was
who lives in The Haven, sent me
Green). Returning home he saw
badly hit, the more exposed to the
a photo of an enormous oak tree
that there was also a tree down
south west the more the damage.
which came down near the
in his garden. Only then did he
When we moved to Weyhurst
Rudgwick boundary on Okehurst
Copse, Tisman’s Common in
2009, we were soon told by Don
& Joyce Muir of the devastation in
our copse. Working in Africa, but
later home on leave, they found
about 30 trees down, mainly oak
and some ash. The composition
of the woodland is still visibly
different from what might be
expected of ancient woodland
today – more brambles and
nettles in clearings, but with a bit
of bramble bashing in the
autumn, there is a fine display of
bluebells and other spring
flowers. We have a barn
constructed from some of the
oak, planked into boards.

Blue Ship Inn, 1987

In areas not far away, there was
greater destruction. Who would
know today how much of the
woodland on Leith Hill and other
areas of the Surrey Hills was
severely damaged, with roads
impassable. The answer lies in
observant walking, noting the now
very rotten old trunks horizontal in
the undergrowth. At the time my
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in Rudgwick. I understand that
the strange dip, in what should be
a level trackbed of the former
railway line just north of the A281
Downslink crossing, was washed
away that day. This flood also
provided me with a teaching case
study and several field trips, as
the floods on the Mole at East
Molesey near Hampton Court led
to the most expensive flood
alleviation scheme up to that
point in SE England, successful in
that there have so far been no
new floods there, despite the
number one human element in
the flood, the upstream
urbanisation of Crawley New
Wanford Bridges 1968, view towards Bucks Green
Town. Since then much work has
work took me to the Field Studies growing strongly – till the next
been done on the Upper Mole,
Council in Mickleham near
time.
and the original scheme has been
Dorking, where students could
refurbished. On ‘our’ Arun, there
Rudgwick has its share of natural
use the damaged woods for
has been sea walling done in
‘disasters’, though mild on the
geography and biology
Littlehampton. Flooding is
scale of these things. One that
investigations, but at the same
arguably our greatest local
has long fascinated me and I
time it was a huge headache for
hazard, including putting up with
have written about before
the tutors getting access to well
the inadequate drains on Church
(Newsletter, Spring 2014, page
used sites, with footpaths all but
Street! The article in this
7) is the hailstorm which totally
obliterated. An exhibition last
newsletter on the Arun at
wiped out the glasshouses in
year at Leith Hill House brought
Wanford makes clear that
Arundene Lane on September 5th
memories flooding back. The
upstream catchments are better
1958 (I remember as a small
then Leith Hill NT warden got
for storage and reduction of a
boy, sitting it out in a car).
about by motor bike, mostly offriver’s flow rather than facilitating
Another is the flood of
road, weaving between the tree
its passage down to towns like
th
th
September 14 /15 1968, almost
trunks. The view of Norbury Park
Arundel and Littlehampton, or the
exactly a decade later. This was
from the A24 was particularly
Thames, where it meets the
the culmination of a wet spell
‘horizontal’, I remember. The
incoming tide. That is why floods
(wettest summer since 1931),
Mole Gap funnelled the near
at Pulborough do more good than
and brought down the A281 road
hurricane force winds, with most
harm, and occur naturally at the
bridge over the Wey at Shalford,
trees lying in the same direction,
tidal limit.
as well as flooding Haven Road
and conifers smashed to pieces.
Living in Horsham at the time,
we visited Christ’s Hospital on
October 17th. The roads were
quickly open, often only a
squeeze. Here the lime trees in
The Avenue, planted in about
1902, when the school moved
out of London, were mostly
down, but astonishingly not one
hit the boarding houses. The
designers of this site had done
their homework on the height of
mature limes! Just one tree
elsewhere on the site hit a
classroom block and took out
some corner brickwork. The
Avenue has been completely
replanted, and the trees are

Wanford Mill, 1968
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I write this during the March
1st/2nd 2018 snowstorm (Storm
Emma) in which we were only
lightly affected. We have had our
share of snow events.
Remember 1963! The Christmas
blackout of 2013 was rain and
wind, not snow. Rudgwick is well
above sea level (who knew!), but
before we moved to Sussex in
1982, we lived in Berrow,
Somerset with only dunes
between us and the sea. The
December 13th 1981 Bristol
Channel sea floods at Burnhamon-Sea caused much
destruction, mainly on low-lying
coastal farms, and in the seafront
basement flats, spreading a high
tide of seaweed on the main road
leading to our house. The
aftermath cost the authorities
£6m, including a new sea wall.
Inland, though, who can forget
the scenes of flooding in the
Somerset Levels in 2014 and
2016? In Sussex we now have
an ambitious project now
complete to protect the West
Selsey area with a man-made
breach in the seawall, called
managed realignment, the
largest project of its kind in
Europe, costing £28m. All these
and more can be read about on
the internet, bringing back
memories, and reminding us that
much of the damage is not
caused specifically by nature, but
by our urbanisation, our river and
coastal hard engineering, which
disrupts the natural environment.
Forecasting is now so good it is
less likely we will be caught in a
1987 “Michael Fish” moment
again. If anything, we might just
get blasé about all the amber and
red alerts when they are
overused.
The RPS is on
Facebook. Find
and like our page.
Search
@RudgwickPreservation

Wagonford Meadow, Bucks Green
For many years, I have been
keen to find out more about this
secret area of 4.8 hectares on
the banks of the Arun. It is the
closest part of the floodplain to
Bucks Green, and indeed to
Rudgwick. It is the source of
water for historic Wanford Mill. If
it floods, and it does, it is a threat
to Wanford, and in extreme
cases Haven Road, and the
lower parts of adjacent
properties, including the fringe of
the site Gladman had, or have,
an interest, in at Fairlee. It was
the latter’s plans which
precipitated a flurry of interest in
the water meadows and led to
this survey. It is private land, with
a footpath along the far edge
leading from near the primary
school to Naldretts Lane.
Fishermen have standing
permission to enter from the
road, as do the Environment
Agency to access their weir, and
R Harrisons & Sons whose 15-20
heifers graze there in Summer.
The Preservation Society also
had permission to walk through
last summer. We hope to repeat
this in 2018. There is a concrete
pillbox here from the Second
World War defences of the river
crossing. Other tank traps, etc.
were sited on the bridges.
The earliest maps available show
relict river meanders. These in
my view make a special river
valley landscape even more
special. But they are the result of
man’s activity, not natural
oxbows. It is probable that the
millers of distant centuries
straightened the river to maintain
the velocity of flow through the
wheel under the mill, just as they
also made a leat, or millrace,
through the mill itself, bypassing
the natural channel, to the
millpond (a source of fish),
passing downstream to give us
two “Wanford Bridges”, as maps
indicate, on Haven Road.
In 1937, Spencer Secretan of
Swaynes wrote of the time in
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1932 when the weir gates at
Wanford were raised, exposing
stone, often solid, for 1 mile
upstream. Presumably the water
scoured the bed, clearing the
channel. By then, the mill had
closed down.
The Upper Arun Valley Character
Area has a distinctive rural
unspoilt character all the way
from Horsham to Pulborough. We
are fortunate to have a significant
middle section of this landscape
in Rudgwick. It defines our parish,
a fact recognised at county and
district level, and by the Rudgwick
Design Statement. From 2013 to
2017, a project to manage and
restore 13.5km of the river
upstream of Wanford Bridges to
the A24 was funded by Arun and
Rother Connections Partnership
(ARCP) and a plan formulated by
WLR Ltd of Romsey. If any
reader is interested, I can forward
a copy of their report by email.
The WLR Findings, 2013
WLR examined centuries of
deforestation and recently land
drainage which have increased
runoff. The development of
Horsham in the past few decades
has exacerbated this. The
impoundment by two weirs, at
Alfoldean and Wanford decreases
natural flow (velocity, stream
power and dynamism) cutting a
single incised river bed scoured
by occasional high flow rates, and
less frequent minor floods.
Interestingly, WLR criticise
landowners and the Environment
Agency (EA) for removing
vegetation such as fallen trees
which naturally reduce flow.
They nevertheless observe that
within this man-made system the
river works in its natural way.
The ecology is similarly
impoverished and retains interest
mainly in pockets of woodland,
shaws, ponds and old channels.
such as at Wanford. There is no
space here to catalogue all the
recommendations, most of which
have been completed. One was
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bank protection,
using natural
materials, near the
Rudgwick footpath.
They maintain that
the most easily
reversed
intervention is to
leave debris in the
river, a costeffective and
natural way to add
physical dynamism
and habitat
diversity. New
ponds and tree
planting are also
among the easier
projects.
The EA’s Wanford
weir affects flow as
far back as the Downs Link
crossing, raising the head of
water by 2.8m. The river is
therefore sluggish and lacks
dynamism (ability to do ‘work’).
When closed, as it was in the last
catastrophic flood because of a
lack of maintenance, the flood
risk at Wanford is much greater.
It now works as it should, but the
perceived benefits are
downstream. These benefits are

shown in WLR para 7.3.1.
Upstream in Wanford Meadow
the flora and fauna are less
diverse

BMWP (i.e. Water Quality)
In the Wanford Meadow reach,
the conclusions included:
kingfishers benefit from the high
river banks for nesting; meander
pools, which retain water through
the Summer, are good habitat for
dragonfly (including the rare
7.3.1. Ecological Interest
chaser), bats, grass snakes
and amphibians; grazing is
Species records
INVERTEBRATE SAMPLING AT Bucks good for the grassland,
Green (downstream of the weir) has the providing no fertiliser or
herbicide is applied; tussock
highest BMWP scores of the project
grasses benefit hunting barn
area with a diverse aquatic fauna
owls; existing veteran trees,
including mayflies Baetis spp. And
and blackthorn scrub benefit
Ephemera danica and banded
rare, but locally common,
demoiselle.
hairstreak butterflies, but
Brown hairstreak butterfly has been
would benefit from coppiced
recorded at Wanford Bridge and the
maintenance and
playing fields in Bucks Green.
encouragement of natural
succession; the footpath is
There is a record from May 2011 of
scarce chaser dragonfly Libellula fulva often too wet and would
benefit from a boardwalk.
from a garden in Bucks Green. It is
probable that this species is breeding in Intriguingly, they also
suggested bank height
the River Arun at this location.
reduction. Historic channel
Common toad, great crested newt and improvement raised the
grass snake have all been recorded
north bank cutting off the old
from gardens in Bucks Green in 2008. meanders from flow even at
high water. Many of us tend
Alien species records include
to see flooding as inherently
Himalayan balsam Impatiens
bad but allowing some

storage in the upstream floodplain
is a win-win situation for both
householders downstream and
wildlife alike. The snag is that
Wanford Mill, now a home for
RPS members, is at a 2.8m risk
as water seeks a way around the
weir when in a raised position.
The Sussex Wildlife Trust map
above shows habitat areas.
Wanford meadow is outlined in
pink. It can be seen to be mainly
of one habitat type, MG7 (Foxtail
grassland sub-community: Lolium
perenne and Alopecurus
pratensis grassland). Two areas
were left unsurveyed. The
perimeter habitats, including the
darker woodland habitats are very
significant (as are the water
bodies) for their diversity of flora,
and diversity of birds, small
mammals, amphibians and
invertebrates most of which can
move from habitat to habitat. The
Arun valley must be seen in its
wider context, especially when
threatened by development.
Rudgwick Preservation Society
Invertebrate Survey, 2017
Graeme Lyons was engaged to
undertake an invertebrate survey
for RPS in the Summer of 2017.
Invertebrates are animals that
neither possess nor develop a
vertebral column (commonly
known as a backbone or spine).

7

The funding came from the
ARCP project mentioned above.
We are very grateful for their
support, and the last minute
availability of funds. Invertebrates
may not be your idea of fun, but
they inform us of a habitat’s
underlying health and allow us to
judge any exceptional status an
area deserves. Graeme visited
three times. He found no less
that 220 species of invertebrate
(295 species altogether). “57
beetles were recorded, followed
by 40 bugs and hoppers and 29
species of spiders. Only 7 of the
222 species (3.2%) had
conservation status. This low
proportion reflects the nature of
the habitat. Perhaps the scarcest
species found were the wasp
Crabro scutellatus and the
deadwood beetle Conopalpus
testaceus. Key micro habitats for
scarce invertebrates included
dead and decaying wood,
exposed mud and emergent
riparian (riverside) vegetation. In
addition to the invertebrates, a
number of other records were
made including invasive species,
several birds of conservation
concern and the protected Great
Crested Newt.” He concluded,
“Any adjacent development could
add more pressure onto an
already enriched habitat and all

attempts to stop further
enrichment and run off into the
site should be made by the
developers.”

recorded here including Paederus
fuscipes and various reed
beetles, and the scarce wasp
Crabro scutellatus.

Graeme Lyons’s Findings Habitats

Blackthorn, willow and isolated
oaks and ash also stand out.
Several species found were
associated with deadwood
including some of the scarcest
species mentioned above. In
addition species such as the
Malachite Beetle and the Redheaded Cardinal Beetle are more
common, large and charismatic
dead wood species. Large, old
open-grown oaks often have
associated with them an
interesting deadwood fauna.
There were also several dead and
decaying ash trees with fungus
which held species such as the
beetle Biphyllus lunatus. A
number of species were recorded
associated with the foliage of
oaks. Such as the bugs
Rhabdomiris striatellus and
Dryophilocoris flavoquadrimaculatus. Sallow and
Blackthorn blossom was well
represented on the site in the
early April visit (unlike Hawthorn
blossom which was very poor).
Species that utilise this include
spring bees and hoverflies such
as Eristalis hoverflies and early
Andrena species.

The relict meanders are
dominated by branched burr-reed
and soft rush, with many areas of
mud interesting for invertebrates.
This community was dominated
by the invasive Nuttall’s Waterweed and was the only place
where the distinctive Screech
Beetle was recorded - an aquatic
beetle that produces an unusual
squeaking sound when held.
Removing the water-weed would
be very expensive. The edge of
the meander in the centre of the
site has little vegetation beyond
Wild Celery and Celery-leaved
Buttercup, but boasts a wealthy
invertebrate assemblage
associated with bare mud such
as the nationally scarce wolf
spider Pardosa proxima and
various ground beetles such as
those in the genus Bembidion
and the striking peacock beetle
Elaphrus riparius.
The river margins have
interesting vegetation, with
arrowhead in the shallows. Some
interesting species were

Swan on relict meander, with woodland fringing floodplain
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The brush bank recently constructed near the
footpath bridge, where there was excessive erosion

A grassland assemblage usually
involves a large biomass but with
a relatively small number of very
common species. For example
the commoner grasshoppers, the
Meadow Bug Leptopterna
dolabrata and the common
froghopper Philaenus spumarius.
As rank and relatively speciespoor grassland is a very common
habitat around the UK, it is not
especially important for
invertebrates.

quite easily eradicated, but may
return if present locally; Nuttall’s
Waterweed Elodea nutallii –
scraping out some of it in the relict meanders might benefit other
aquatic plants, but difficult with
little in return.

● Looking after large, open
grown veteran trees is vital. Huge
veteran trees can not only support many micro- habitats at the
same time, they can do so for
Conclusions. Though rich, the
many years as they are so long
site is not exceptional for
invertebrates. If the management lived. Allow natural processes to
prescriptions below are followed, continue. Leave all dead wood in
the site could be enhanced for
situ. Consider planting one or two
invertebrates. Any adjacent
(fenced) young oaks to become
development could add more
future veterans.
pressure onto an already
enriched habitat and all attempts ● Consider planting some Hawto stop further enrichment and
thorn around the edge of the site,
run off into the site should be
particularly on the northern edge.
made by the developers. The
Hawthorn is a valuable nectar
presence of Great Crested Newts
source. Woodland edge is so
on the site means the
development must consider this important for deadwood inverspecies in any work they do. By tebrates.
‘enrichment’ he means the
● Make sure the farmer is not
addition of fertilising chemicals
fertilising the grassland. Ask the
from run-off and grazing animals.
famer to keep livestock numbers
● Controlling alien river species very low from April to July to alis a priority: Giant rhubarb Gun- low flowers to flower and some
nera tinctoria - there is not much structure to
develop. The
of it and the plants are large and sward was best assessed as
readily identifiable; Himalayan
slightly over- grazed. Avoid falling
Balsam Impatiens glandulifera - into the pattern of doing exactly
not that abundant and could be
the same thing each year. For

example, one year in every five
you could push the animals very
hard in the summer, and one year
in every five not graze at all. This
is called ‘pulse-grazing’. Note: we
will communicate this to
Harrisons.
Graham Lyons Findings – by
Species Classes
Only 3.2% (seven) of species are
ones with ‘conservation status’.
This reflects the fact that the
habitat is not particularly rich for
invertebrates. Between 5 and
10% would be typical for a nature
reserve, with over 10% being
exceptional. As the site is very
small, the total number of
invertebrates would be expected
to be quite low but the proportion
of species with conservation
status should be assessed fairly
accurately by a sample of this
size. The ‘magnificent seven’
comprise: two aculeate
Hymenoptera (bees, ants and
wasps), two beetles and three
spiders.
Nationally scarce species
found in between 15 and 30 of
10 km squares across the
country:
Brown Tree Ant Lasius brunneus,
found under a recently fallen limb.
In recent decades has gone
through a huge range expansion
and perhaps no longer warrants
the nationally scarce status.
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Darkling beetle
Conopalpus testaceus

A wasp Crabro scutellatus,
numerous at various points along
the river, usually only
encountered on heathland. Seen
in July.

A large spider
Coelotes terrestris

A jumping spider
Marpissa muscosa

A wolf spider Pardosa proxima –
nationally scarce in new
assessment – a large spider
found in mud.

Other interesting invertebrate
Nationally scarce species
species
found in less than 100 of 10 km A click beetle Aplotarsus incanus,
squares but in more than 30:
the only record of this wetland
associated click beetle that
Graeme has made and there are
A darkling beetle Conopalpus
few records in Sussex.
testaceus, beaten off a large oak
adjacent to the river in July,
A sponge fly Sisyra nigra, only
associated with deadwood.
the second time Graeme has

the river bank. The first time
Graeme has encountered the
species; needs verification.
Downy Emerald Dragonfly
Cordulia aenea, single animal
found patrolling the river during
the July visit at the far eastern
end.
White-legged Damselfly
Platycnemis pennipes, A single
female was swept at the western
end.
Maple Pug Butterfly Eupithecia
©Charles Sharp

A click beetle
Apolotarsus incanus

An assassin bug
Empicoris vagabundus

A rove beetle Paederus fuscipes,
encountered one. It was swept
a smaller species, tied to
during the May visit.
wetlands.
An assassin bug Empicoris
A large spider Coelotes terrestris
vagabundus, beaten from the
– nationally scarce in a new
same large oak as Conopalpus,
assessment - restricted to the
in July. Graeme has only
south east, locally abundant.
encountered this species once
A jumping spider Marpissa
before.
muscosa – nationally scarce in
Kleidocerys privignus, Several
the new assessment - largest
very dark Kleidocerys were
and longest jumping spider,
beaten from an Alder to the south
beaten from a lichen-covered
of the U-shaped ditch site along
dead willow.
©Sandra Stanbridge

Downy Emerald Dragonfly
Cordulia aenea

©Ben Sale

Maple Pug Butterfly
Eupithecia inturbata

White-legged Damselfly
Platycnemis pennipes

inturbata, single specimen flew
out of a low Field Maple branch at
western end. The first time
Graeme has encountered the
species.
Among the 295 species found,
Beetles (Coleoptera) were the
most well represented taxa with
57 species recorded, followed by
true bugs (Hemiptera) at 40
species and spiders (Araneae) at
29 species.

©Gabriel Rasson

Grey Wagtail (Male)
Motacilla cinerea
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Other species: Amphibian, protected species: Great Crested
Newt Triturus cristatus
Three red listed birds of high
conservation piority: Grey
Wagtail Motacilla cinerea; Song
Thrush Turdus philemelos; Mistle
Thrush Turdus viscivorus.
Amber listed birds, the next most
critical: Kestrel Falco tinnunculus;
Reed Bunting Emberiza
schoeniclus; Stock Dove
Columba oenas; Bullfinch
Pyrrhula pyrrhula.
Non-native Mandarin Duck Aix
galericulata

Winning the Harvest
The excellent BBC programme
Country File has brought the
whole world of agriculture
including grain harvesting to a
much wider audience. The one
thing that is very much in
evidence in the programmes is
just how much larger today’s
farming equipment has become,
in the drive for greater efficiency
of food production. Today’s
combine harvesters, for example,
apart from being twice the size of
anything that I drove many years
ago, have every high tech
gadget, including GPS to monitor
the yield of each acre. What a far
cry this is from winning the
harvest over fifty years ago. In
the Fifties and Sixties this country
had some awful summer’s
weather which certainly
devastated the grain harvest of
those years.

Malcolm Francis

Pharmaceutical building. Often
there was a steam shunting
engine marshalling trucks back
and forth, in the adjoining goods
yard, and of course obeying
Newton’s laws as each truck
clunked into the next one, that
clunked into the following one,
etc. no wonder in those days
items transported by rail were
normally in a strong wooden box.
One can see why in the lovely
stories of Thomas the Tank
engine written by Rev Awdrey,
that trucks were always said to be
badly behaved. I digress.

RPS can be proud to have
My memories of other summer
undertaken this survey, the first
weather in the Fifties and early
of its kind we have done. It is
Sixties was of a lot of rain,
hoped it will inform all decision
especially in August. I can
makers in the area, and may be
remember travelling by coach
cited if and when development
over the South Downs and seeing
theatens the Arun Valley. It can
acres and acres of sodden fields,
also inform the landowner, those
grey skies and corn stooks with
who have similar floodplain
I remember that in 1959 we had the grain sprouting out from the
habitats on their land up and
a good summer. I was at the time ears of corn; not the idyllic
down stream, and R Harrison & a pupil at Collyers Grammar
summer landscapes as depicted
Sons who rent the grazing. We
School in Horsham. The art
by many artists. Winning the
have made efforts to find
classes were very enjoyable as
harvest at that time was going
someone to undertake a more
we were tasked with outdoor
through a major change as the
detailed bird survey, but without sketching for a number of weeks. traditional methods of cutting corn
the backing of an insured
One found a suitable pool of
with reaper binders (their official
organisation, no volunteer has
shade to settle down and capture name) was being superseded
been found. We do not have the a new angle on the cricket
with combine harvesters that
funds to commission one. We
pavilion, an oak tree or the
originally had appeared in this
know there are kingfishers on the skyline which included the Ciba country from the USA in the
river, and I have
photographed a
swan and observed
numerous mallard on
the meanders. The
landowner has of
course been given a
copy of the
document, but as
this is private land it
is entirely up to him
and his family,
whether they follow
up any of the
recommendations.
Let us not forget we
have habitats worthy
of conservation in
our parish.
Wheat Sheaves near King’s Somborne, Hampshire
© Trish Steel
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Second World
War. The old
system using
reaper binders
produced sheaves
that were stood up
by hand ,in groups
to make corn
stooks, so that the
ripening of the
grain would
continue. The
sheaves were in
due course
transported to a
rick yard, normally
close to the farm
buildings, where a
series of ricks
would be then be
built, (either
square or circular),
there were
different traditions across the
country. The ricks were then
covered by tarpaulins (or in
earlier times thatched) to
preserve the precious crop until
the threshing team arrived later
in the year. One often sees
threshing machine
demonstrations at various
country fairs. It gives one an
insight into just how labour
intensive such processes were.

consisted of a set-up that looked
like a modern day Roman
hypocaust; the floor of one of the
barns had purpose-built concrete
square slabs, each with a hole in
the middle, arranged in a giant
grid pattern. Each grain sack was
placed over one of these outlets
while hot air was blasted from
below by a large diesel-engined
fan blower. Hot air for the blower
was produced by an internal
flame unit, it had an absolute
Initially combine harvesters still
thirst for diesel fuel but it did the
collected the grain into sacks but
job.
a few years later there was a
change to bulk collection using
One can imagine the labour
large tanks mounted on the
involved in manhandling dozens
machines, thus removing the
of sacks onto the grid in
requirement for a “sack man “on preparation for drying. A common
the combine harvester. The
problem was that often hessian
problems of storing and drying
sacks sprang a leak, as they
grain that was in sacks did
frequently had previous repairs,
spawn a series of ingenious
the errant sack may have been
solutions when the British
handled too roughly and
summers were so wet. When any suddenly one would notice that
cereal is harvested it is very
the sack had lost its plump
critical that the percentage of
appearance as its grain leaked
moisture present is not too high out into the void below!
otherwise it will encourage mould
When the first combines
growth and mycotoxin production
appeared that were tankers, it
when stored.
really was a game-changer. The
Bert Hill, my farming relation,
collected grain had to be
who used to farm Collins Farm
transferred to a metal-lined tipper
on the Baynards Estate installed trailers for transport to the farm. It
an in sack drying system. It
is worth recounting just how

On the Kirdford to Petworth Road

much adaptation had to be
incorporated by farmers as they
changed to bulk collection of
grain. I can remember a visit to
one of the very large farms near
to Bignor on the South Downs.
The farmer, a Mr Tupper, had just
taken delivery of a fleet of new
tanker combine harvesters as the
farm had thousands of acres of
cereal crops. A local machinery
supplier had organised an
evening event to present the new
machines to all the new local
owners, which included Bert Hill.
Mr Tupper was proud to show off
the system that they had in place
to handle such bulk of grain. They
had converted old ex-army lorries
by installing in each one a hopper
system. The lorries were loaded
from the full combine harvesters
working on the rolling Downs and
then driven to the grain silos at
Bignor Farm. The lorries were
driven up a ramp to then release
the grain into a giant hopper
underneath their wheels, that
really was big farming.
The methods used in smaller
farms would today be classed as
Heath Robinson. Bert Hill made
grain storage silos using a job lot
of ammunition shelters that were
ex-War Department. The shelters
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were like small scale Nissen huts
but were very strong. There was
in those days still a lot of surplus
equipment available, I think the
source was Ford Aerodrome, one
of the wartime airbases near to
Chichester. The shelters were up
ended within the barns to
produce silos with quite a few
tons capacity. A large pit had to
be excavated and concreted so
that a grain tipper trailer could
unload its contents before a
series of grain augers (which
consisted of an electric motor
turning a long Archimedes screw)
lifted the precious grain to the
chosen silo. The problem was
that because of the sheer bulk of
grain being stored a system had
to be added that actually used
high pressure air to move the
grain to different parts of the
barn, using a series of metal
pipes, rather like very large
vacuum cleaner pipes. This
system was fraught with
problems as quite often the metal
pipes would shake apart and the
grain would miss its intended
silo. This often happened when
the barn was unattended, when
the tractor driver had gone for the
next load.

power was turned off. The
storage system was in due
course replaced by a silo system
produced by an international
company called Condor. One
presumes that the units designed
for the British market were scaled
down to suit our smaller farms.
Those silo buildings can still be
seen around the UK. Bert had
this system installed at
Newhouse Farm, which he
owned, and which adjoined
Collins Farm. The Condor
system, all electrically driven,
was an ingenious system of
square interlocking silos that
included built in augers that could
move the stored grain between
silos as necessary, which was a
simple way of drying the
harvested grain even if hot air
was not needed as well.
Variants of those silos can still be
seen on farms today, they are
rather distinctive as they have a
little machinery cupola on their
roof. One tends to forget that
even storing grain in such silos
can be hazardous. Bert had a
farming relation in Hertford shire
who owned a large arable farm;
one of the staff at that farm was
killed by becoming trapped in
one of their grain silos, deep
grain behaves like quicksand.

I produced a control system to
shut the system down if this
situation
came about.
It was again
a real Heath
Robinson
system that
actually
worked. I
used an
audio
system to
monitor the
sound level
in the barn;
if the pipes
literally blew
apart the
sound level
dropped
and hey
presto the
electrical
February scene, near Rudgwick Church

One final personal anecdote
regarding winning the harvest. My
eldest daughter lives in the north
of Scotland on the Moray Firth,
she is a teacher at Gordonstoun .
Moray is a beautiful location with
a surprising number of large
farms on the coastal plain. One
tends to forget how large the
agriculture industry is in Scotland.
Moray also has the bonus that its
coast has the influence of the
Gulf Stream as it passes by the
top of Scotland; the local waters
have many seals and dolphins.
The Moray area is renowned for
its whisky production, so there is
a large amount of barley grown
for malting. My wife and I tend to
visit our daughter and her family
in October and one usually sees
that the combine harvesters are
still busy gathering the harvest,
often with quite a chill in the air.
One forgets that the harvest is
much later in those northern
climes. That beautiful part of
Scotland still has the scars of the
Second World War defences;
there was a fear that Scotland
would be invaded by the
Germans, one can still see
concrete pill boxes, sited on sand
dunes, gently slipping down into
the sea.

Rudgwick in Spring

© Doug Betts
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Village Secrets
Rev Wynn wrote in the Parish
magazine in 1941 of the local
Auxiliary Fire Service exercises.
The fear of incendiary bomb
attacks was ever present and

Malcolm Francis

Eileen was called to be a
witness at a court case over this
incident. She could not
remember the outcome of the
case, or the names of the

Ferguson. This was at a time not
long after the IRA attack on the
Grand Hotel in Brighton so security
was very high for any Royal event.
One day I was having a practice on
the church organ and
Rudgwick in Spring
Catkins, February 2018 chanced upon a police
officer surveying the
building. He was reticent
about his task but we as
choir members knew all
about the forthcoming grand
wedding, he then admitted
that he was there to survey
possible danger points for a
hidden sniper within the
church yard. He admitted
that he had started his
original career in an
architect’s office so was
always tasked with
producing detailed maps for
police security tasks. The
© Doug Betts map I was privy to see had
all the church yard trees
noted and their potential risk
volunteers did their duty on fire defendants, but that incident
to the royal couple; all that
watching within the village
must have been serious in the
groundwork had to be in place for a
through many a long night. One eyes of the law, were they part one hour VIP visit .
strange story regarding fire
of the Fifth Column?
I used to know the garage owner
watching at the Holy Trinity
Rudgwick Church had a very
Andy Hailey who had a small
Church was recounted by Eileen
grand wedding back in the
business in Jubilee Road, which he
Westgate, who during the war
Eighties when one of the
took over after the death of Roger
was a student nurse in London,
Beckwith Smith daughters, who Morley. He supplied budget tyres,
but when on leave visited her
lived here in Rudgwick was
which were good for my Morris
parents in the village and used
married. The guests included
Minor. One day I popped into the
to be one of the church fire
Prince Andrew and Sarah
garage and saw a very smart
watchers. One tends to forget
how much fear there was in the Rudgwick in Spring
February Snowdrops
UK at that time of invasion and
the fear of the “Fifth Column”
who were a core of Nazi
sympathisers who would show
their true allegiance, once the
Germans invaded.
Eileen and a friend were on
duty high up within the church,
in the small hours of the night,
during an air raid; the village
was totally blacked out, but
they saw a house across the
fields, close to Bowcroft Lane,
ablaze with light. The local
police were alerted who
investigated. In due course

© Doug Betts
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Jaguar XJ6. Andy was
fitting four new very
expensive tyres to the
vehicle. Andy said to me to
go and open the driver’s
door, the car had armoured
glass in all the doors! Given
the weight of each door,the
glass must have been at
least an inch thick. Who
was the mysterious
customer was, who duly
returned, paid cash and
was never seen again?

Rudgwick in Spring

Geoff Ayres, a former RPS
committee member
recounted a strange
incident that happened to
Rudgwick Sheep, February 2018
his two sons and friends in
the nether regions of
O’Ferrall family, who were race
Baynards. The lads had been to
horse breeders with Royal
a party in Alfold and decided to
connections. Sometimes
walk back to Rudgwick along
members of the Royal family
the A281, in the early hours of
would stay overnight after a day
the morning. They planned to
at Cowdray playing polo. Anglea
walk up Lower House Lane and
More O’Ferrall’s sister,
head for Cox Green. They were
Elizabeth, was Lady Cowdray.
walking along the lane when
To the west of Rudgwick is the
they were set upon by “men in
village of Dunsfold. I knew an
black”, it was a great shock to
the revellers. After questioning old gentlemen named Joe Ellis;
who had been the head
they were dispatched, as the
gardener at a large house on
mysterious men must have
realised they were harmless. It the road between Alfold and
Dunsfold. He had served his
was supposed that one of the
houses on that lane was being time in the army in the First
World War and still had his
used for some secret purpose
(this was during the Troubles in military sense. One day an odd
Northern Ireland), so the men in chap came into his garden
asking lots of questions about
black may have been special
the area, on the pretext of
forces!
Hermongers House used to be wanting a glass of water. Joe
sensed that the chap was up to
owned by one of the More

© Doug Betts

no good. Joe knew that a large
emergency power generation
station was under construction
designed to support Dunsfold
aerodrome and other important
sites. Joe always maintained that
the stranger was a spy. The
emergency power generation
station building is still there, on the
Chiddingfold road, used by today’s
electricity suppliers as a large
storage facility.
Dunsfold Aerodrome was built by
the Canadians in record time in the
Second World War, it has a lot of
post war history, recorded by
various authors. I worked there for
many years on various aircraft
including the Harriers. Many
interesting things occurred over the
years but many of them came
under the umbrella of the Official
Secrets Act, so may never be told.

Rudgwick in Spring

Rudgwick Churchyard, February 2018

© Doug Betts
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One final anecdote regarding
Hermongers House. My late
uncle, Harold Francis recalled a
very funny incident at that house
many years ago. One evening the
owner and his wife were out for
the evening and one of the maids
took the opportunity to entertain
her boyfriend in the sitting room.
The owners arrived back home
unexpectedly, so the maid
managed to make her escape
below stairs
Tuesday Start
but her suitor
May 8th
7:00 p.m.
could only
May 15th 7:00 p.m.
hide behind
May 22nd 7:00 p.m.
some large
May 29th 7:00 p.m.
curtains.
Unfortunately June 5th 7:00 p.m.
he had to
June 12th 7:00 p.m.
hide there for June 19th 7:00 p.m.
two hours
June 26th 7:00 p.m.
until the
7:00 p.m.
July 3rd
residents
July 10th 7:00 p.m.
went to bed,
July 17th 7:00 p.m.
all the time
July 24th 7:00 p.m.
hoping that
July 31st 7:00 p.m.
the dogs
didn’t find him Aug 7th 7:00 p.m.
Aug 14th 6:30 p.m.
in his secret
hiding place! Aug 21st 6:30 p.m.

2018 Summer Walks
Following the success of last year,
we are again running a
programme of 16 walks. This
extends the programme into
August. Due to daylight
considerations, the last two will
start earlier at 6:30 p.m.
The average walk is 4 miles in 2
hours. These walks are fun, and
often end in the pub. Our thanks
Leader(s)
David Buckley
Doug Betts
Clive & Nicky Bush
Roger Nash
Malcolm Francis
Geoff & Jean Ayres
John Connold
Geoff & Jean Ayres
John Connold
Cliff Watson
Roger Nash
Doug Betts
Roger Nash
Alan Miles
Geoff & Jean Ayres
Roger Nash

go yet again to the Claytons for
their kind permission for our
annual pilgrimage to Baynards
Station. If you take any
photographs of the station,
please do not post them on the
Internet. Thanks also to our
remaining excellent local pubs,
please support them with your
custom or we could lose them.

Starting at
The Fox, Bucks Green
The Mucky Duck, Tismans Common
The Red Lyon, Slinfold
The Sir Richard Tichborne, Alford Bars
The King's Head, to Baynards
The Lime Burners, Newbridge
The Sussex Oak, Warnham
The Chequers, Rowhook
Whitehall lay-by, Cranleigh
The Scarlett Arms, Walliswood
The Fox, Bucks Green
The Blue Ship, The Haven
The Onslow Arms, Loxwood
The Blue Ship,The Haven
Pephurst lay-by, Loxwood Road
The King's Head, Rudgwick

Rudgwick in Spring

Development in Rudgwick, February 2018

Geoff Ayres

© Doug Betts

Grid Ref
078330
067323
118315
036333
090343
073255
158337
122342
078380
118382
078330
084305
042312
084305
056318
090343

Please park considerately. At the
Blue Ship & the Mucky Duck,
park in the lane beyond the pub.
At the King’s Head use the far
end of the car park. The Whitehall lay-by is at the bottom of the
dip before Cranleigh, on the east
side of the B2128. At the Onslow
Arms, park in the canal car park
behind the pub. At the Sir Roger
Tichborne, use the new CP extension. At the Lime Burners
please park only on the pub side
of the road. At the Chequers use
the CP up the lane, not at the
front. Dogs will not be allowed
onto Baynards Station.

Rudgwick Preservation Society
Chairman & Membership Secretary: Roger Nash Tel: 01403 822 581
Secretary: Vanessa Sanderson Tel: 01403 822 433
Treasurer: John Newell Tel: 01403 822 130
Subscriptions: Please pay by Standing Order, subscriptions due 1st January. Cash accepted in advance at
Autumn Meeting, or at the latest Spring Meeting. Membership automatically lapses after 2 years. Family £5,
Individual £3, Over 60s £2. By Post: Membership Secretary, Weyhurst Copse, Tisman’s Common,RH12 3BJ.
New members: please enquire via website
www.rudgwick-rps.org.uk

16

