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Chairman’s Report
Encirclement
2017 has been a busy year for
planners, potential developers,
your Committee, and the Parish
Council, together with the
Neighbourhood Plan group. It is
beginning to feel like encirclement,
a feeling no doubt replicated in
Alfold, Cranleigh, Billingshurst,
Broadbridge Heath and elsewhere.
Whilst we have, probably
temporary, respite from the Fairlee
site, a new smaller one for 17
dwellings came along in August for
Watts Corner opposite, with
another possible entrance onto the
A281. This may be decided by the
time you read this. Also on the
A281, near Smithers Farm, at
Smithers Rough, the possible
inclusion of the land as a
permanent traveller site has
alarmed those who live nearby for
the same reasons as the previous
time it was short-listed. At the time
of writing, the consultation period
has ended, but nothing has yet
been said by HDC. It should be
stressed this is only a proposed
short-listing, but there is political
pressure on the council to find
some sites, an unenviable task.
To the north of the village in Surrey
there are now possible development sites on both sides of the Cox
Green road. First up was on land
belonging to the Beckwith-Smith
family at Maybanks. No planning
application has yet been submitted,
so any discussion is premature.
Much activity by surveyors and for
land clearance has been observed
on what is an unsatisfactory site for
many reasons. I cannot imagine
Ewhurst parish would be any

happier than would we. Recently, it
came to light that Cllr Bailey who
owns the site of the Steam Show
has responded to a call for land by
Waverley BC by submitting wellworked plans for several fields
behind Hawkridge and other
properties, with access from the
strip of land with a footpath, a little
further north.This is pure fantasy,
of course,…. or is it? It is a free
country, and landowners may do
what they wish, but subject to
democratic and legal hurdles.
Meanwhile, groundwork on the
Windacres Farm site may well
have commenced by the end of
November. The temporary site
depot is expected to be large and
intrusive, in the countryside close
to Bowcroft Lane, where also a
large replacement barn has been
built for Cllr Bailey’s farm. Will the
two houses on Church Street loom
as much as do several recent
‘small’ building sites off Church
Street and in Cox Green?

Traffic on the
Rudgwick 281
Two surveys, one very
professional, one very basic,
reveal the truth we all knew: there
are more vehicles than ever, and
they are travelling faster. The
transport consultant for Watts
Corner has revealed a speed of
about 40mph for 80% of vehicles,
with those travelling from Horsham
slightly faster than those from
Guildford (having only just entered
the 30mph limit on a downward
slope).

A transport consultant who
conducted a 7-day study (using
those black cables across the
road) for the residents of the
Smithers locality last May
recorded, in a 60 mph area,
85% of vehicles speeds about
55 mph, but with frightening
maximum speeds up to 90 mph,
the highest it was possible to
record. Eastbound, 226
instances were recorded over
70 mph; westbound 269. 55
eastbound and 61 westbound
travelled at 75-80 mph.
5 westbound at 85 to 90 mph;
16 eastbound! This was a 24/7
survey. Highest average speeds
recorded were unsurprisingly in
the small hours, followed by late
evenings, when the road is less
busy. Daytime outside rush hour
speeds were the lowest.
This survey was a repeat of one
done in 2012. Maximum speeds
are calculated to have risen by
10%, and the speed of the 85%
referred to above to have
increased by 3.1%. The total (7
day) number of vehicles at
Smithers increased by 6,690
eastbound and 6,016
westbound. Average daily flow
was up by 956 and 860
respectively. This equates to a
20% increase in 5 years. There
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have of course been some serious
and minor accidents in that period,
both outside and inside the 30 mph
zone. Once in Rudgwick, many of
these vehicles (which could be
you) turn into Church Street. I have
no data on this.
However, the Watts Corner
consultants surveyed just one hour
morning (08:00-09:00) and evening
(17:00-18:00) rush hours. I find
their figures suspect, possibly
transposed in the table concerned
(Table 2.2 in Section 2.6 on page
25, online). They assert the greater
flow is eastbound (to Horsham) in
both the morning and evening. My
observation over many years is
that there is a greater flow to
Guildford in the morning and to
Horsham in the evening.
Extracting numbers from
comprehensive data, the Smithers
total traffic flow for Monday 8th May
2017 was as follows:
Hour

Eastbound Westbound

07:00-08:00

382

679

08:00-09:00

552

620

17:00-18:00

652

444

18:00-19:00

443

353

This confirms my observations
(greatest flow shaded). These
hours have the peak flows for the
day. Over the whole day there was
an excess of flow towards
Horsham, eastbound. Total flow for
the 24 hours was:
Hour

Eastbound

Westbound

00:00-00:00

6,130

5,726

On Fridays, it is commonly
observed that fewer commuters hit
the road, but people also go home
early, or travel for weekend breaks.
This is borne out by the figures for
12th May – peak flows above 400
vehicles per hour eastbound from
13:00-17:00; westbound 15:0018:00. Friday overall is busier than
Monday. Thursday is busiest
eastbound, Friday westbound.
Sunday is the quietest day in both
directions.

© Doug Betts

Invertebrate Survey at
Wagonford meadow
Several months ago, when
researching the implications for the
Arun floodplain if development
went ahead at Fairlee, I came
across the lottery funded and
Sussex Wildlife Trust led Upper
Arun Project which was already
nearing its completion. The aims
were to survey the river from
Horsham to Haven Road with a
view to using funds to support a
number of projects to improve the
river environment in defined
reaches. It was part of a larger
project covering the Arun and
Rother. Despite disappointment
that we knew nothing of this at its
inception, I set up a dialogue with
the lead environmentalists,
including Rachel Carless and Fran
Southgate. I was invited to a

conference in Arundel,
accompanied by members
Wendy and Geoff Callister and
by my wife, Anne-Marie. We
were impressed by a range of
speakers. Who knew so much
was going on in our river
catchments.
The upshot was we obtained a
last-minute grant to have an
invertebrate survey done in the
meadow. For those who do not
know it, this meadow is one of
the secret places of our parish.
It has views, the mill, the river,
relict man-made oxbow
meanders from river
straightening several hundred
years ago, a WW2 pillbox, an
Environmental Agency gauging
station and sluice, a bunch of
young Harrison cattle, and
crucially the outflow of the

© Doug Betts
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Rudgwick’s
Regency Roads

Wanford Mill

Malcolm Francis

Some years ago the RPS was
given a copy of an Act of
Parliament published in 1818,
the document is extremely dry
to read ! The opening title
quotes:

Courtsey of Mr & Mrs Callister© Doug Betts

Greathouse Hanger stream from
the possible Fairlee development.
Our surveyor was Graeme Lyons, a
reputable expert from Brighton. His
report is now complete, after three
fieldwork sessions over the
Summer and much microscope
work. We are very pleased with the
study, even though the area is not
of sufficient merit to attract a
national designation such as Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).
His remit became wider in that he
commented also on vegetation,
birds, reptiles, the impact of
development and advice for
management. The last may be
more than we can do, but we do
have some scientific evidence to
use if Gladman’s return to fight
another round. Had we had an
appeal hearing this would have
been part of RPS evidence.

I must also thank the owner of the
field, Bill Knox, who lives at the
house on Haven Road just before
the bridges, for his kind permission
allowing first Rachel and then
myself, and finally Graeme to have
free access. To get lottery based
funding we had to show community
involvement. So far, I have led one
of our Tuesday walks through the
field but that was before we had the
results of the survey. It will be
repeated next year. The survey will
also be fed into the Neighbourhood
Plan. The species logged are
already in the Sussex Biodiversity
Record Centre. Next spring, I hope
to include a summary of the
findings in this newsletter. If you
would like to know more, sooner,
please get in touch. It is a very ‘biotechnical’ report!

The Arun by Wanford Mill

© Doug Betts

GEORGII III REGIS,
An Act for making and
maintaining a Turnpike Road
from Bramley
in the County of Surrey,
to Ridgwick
in the County of Suffex
23d May 1818.
Since the arrival of the internet
there is a lot of information
easily available about the
history of our road systems.
There is an excellent paper
written by Chris Budgen, an old
colleague of mine, and an
established author from
Cranleigh. His paper was
published by the Surrey
Archaeological Society, which
goes into the whole history of
this Bramley to Rudgwick toll
road.
This was a time when the
country was building a network
of toll roads (turnpikes)
throughout the Kingdom.
Sussex was a county that was
nearly impassable in winter
because of the deep clay. I
have read that because of such
conditions it was easier to sail
around the coast to London
than venture through all of the
Sussex mire. One assumes that
the problems of travel in Sussex
were being addressed to enable
the Prince Regent to travel from
Windsor to his residence in
Brighton. Earlier, in 1757 an Act
was passed to build a turnpike
from Guildford to Arundel via
Alfold Bars and in 1809 one
from Horsham starting at the
Blackhorse Inn to Alfold
Crossways - the birth of the
A281. The building of the 1809
toll road to Horsham “bypassed” the original route that,
from Rudgwick, followed a
tortuous path partly along
Continued Page 11
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Planning Matters
Greenbelt Under Siege
I make no apologies for making
reference to the Campaign to
Protect Rural England’s (CPRE)
latest research which reveals that
425,000 houses are now planned
for the greenbelt of which more
than 70% will be unaffordable.
CPRE estimates that the
Government’s New Homes Bonus
initiative will reward councils with
£2.4 billion for the proposed
425,000 new homes. Against the
backdrop of far reaching cuts to
local authorities, it means that
permitting new housing
development is one of the few
ways in which councils can fund
essential services. CPRE have
called on the Government to
reinvest in regenerating suitable
brownfield sites that could provide
1.1 million homes instead of
effectively subsidising greenbelt
development.
Greenbelt is being lost at an ever
faster rate, yet the type of housing
being built now or in the future will
do very little to address the
affordable housing crises faced by
many families and young people.
As the CPRE so effectively argues
we must not be the generation
that sells off our precious greenbelt
in the mistaken belief that it will
help improve the affordability of
housing. The only ones set to
benefit from future greenbelt
development will be landowners
and the big house builders,
not communities in need of decent
affordable housing.
As Councils no longer receive
direct funding for affordable
housing the main way affordable
homes are currently being provided
is through planning conditions on
developers being granted.
Developers subsequently claim
through a viability assessment that
it is no longer possible to build the
requisite proportion of affordable
homes as part of the development.
In a recent study by the Town and
Country Planning Association over
60% of councils agreed that the
viability test set out in the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

Vanessa Sanderson

has hindered their ability to secure
sufficient social and affordable
housing to meet their local needs.
CPRE state that the Government
must reduce the power of these
viability studies, stop highly
profitable developers from ‘gaming’
the system and give Councils hard
cash to start building houses
again.
To find out more go to

www.cpre.org.uk/resources

Smaller Farms
Heading to a Cliff Edge
A new report by CPRE illustrates
that England is rapidly losing its
network of smaller farms and the
diversity in food and landscape
that they provide. Using official
statistics, smaller farms are in
decline and overall one fifth of
English farms have disappeared in
the past 10 years. The fastest rate
being amongst the smallest farms
and a third of farms under 50
hectares have disappeared
between 2005 and 2015.
CPRE rightly believes that a mix of
farm sizes and enterprises is
crucial to maintaining our renowned landscape and diversity of
food. As part of this mix smaller
farms are vital to the countryside
as they sustain rural communities
through jobs and protect distinctive
local character. In their variety of
approaches, they create greater
diversity in food production and
conservation both of which shape
rural heritage and economies.
There are a number of factors
including competition and market
pressures which have put a great
strain on smaller farms and they
have also faced an inequitable
funding model through the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
Following the vote to leave the
European Union the government
has pledged to pursue a new
funding settlement that rewards
farmers for public good and
environmental benefits and
Michael Gove has made some
positive statements moving in this
direction. We have to hope that the
CPRE campaign makes some
headway in persuading the

government to stem the flow
and help all farms to become
economically and
environmentally sustainable.

Neighbourhood Plan
Producing a Neighbourhood
Plan (NP) requires a great deal
of hard work and research
working with the Parish Council,
the local community and
Horsham District Council and
we are grateful to those public
spirited people in Rudgwick who
have taken on this considerable
task on our behalf.
Unfortunately there is still a long
way to go in the process and
without an adopted NP we will
continue to be vulnerable and
under threat from speculative
builders and developers who
feel free to put pressure on the
Parish in the interim. This is also
true for our neighbours from
Waverley who recently put up a
gallant fight against the
proposals for a new settlement
at Dunsfold. By the time you
read this, a final decision will
probably have been made by
the Minister. In Rudgwick there
are a number of new and
existing planning applications at
various stages which will have a
huge impact on our village and
its services and it is incredibly
frustrating that we can do little
except consider each one on its
merits and object where it is
reasonable and appropriate.
Understanding what makes our
landscape special and reflecting
that in a Neighbourhood Plan
can help ensure that future
change is in harmony with the
landscape. For that reason
CPRE has produced step by
step guidance intended to help
community groups develop
strong landscape policies in
their Neighbourhood Plans to
ensure that the special qualities
and distinctive characteristics
are retained.
To find out more read What’s
Special to you: Landscape
Issues in your Neighbourhood
Plan on the CPRE website.
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Evening views from Woodsome’s Farm, Rudgwick
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Rowhook Windmill at Snells Farm In the Manor of Dedisham
Roger Nash

33 acres. However, in the 21st
century the farm is no longer an
entity. The former farm house
has changed its name to
Windmill Cottage. The site of
the mill is next to Snell House
on the hillside above and to the
west. Snell House is believed
built in 1891. The mill was
probably dismantled then. In
1891, Rudgwick vestry decided
“that Snell’s Cottage be £6
gross and £4.5.0 rateable
value.” The house may have
been called Hillside before
becoming Snell House.
1891 Snell House

In 1321, the first reference to
Snells is in the “The Extent &
Customal of the Manor of
Dadesham, Slynfolde”. In this, Le
Snellehaye contains ½ acre worth
2½d [probably Snells farmhouse/
barns/yards]. Le Snells was a
copyholding of the manor of
Dedisham, from the earliest
recorded times. In 1381, Snells
was a virgate, a varying measure
of land, typically 30 acres, called
Snellehaye. ‘Haye’ refers to a
hedged enclosure. Dedisham
extended from the county boundary
south into Billingshurst, with three
parks, one in Rudgwick, now
around Lodge Farm, one time
hunting lodge, two in Slinfold.
Surrender and admittance took
place at the manorial court leet,
which met infrequently, to review

copyhold matters. Dates
are therefore
retrospective. The
tenant takes away a
copy of the tenancy, the
lord’s steward retains
the other, hence
copyhold. “Fines”, e.g.,
quit rent, were levied as
fee for the transaction,
often involving a
“heriot”, [a tribute paid
to a lord out of the
belongings of a tenant
who died, often
consisting of a live
animal].

At a court leet in 1891, John
Arden Birch (1853-1896,

Yeakels Map 1795

Snells Farm was little
changed as late as the
making of Rudgwick
Tithe Map (1840) and its
Schedule (1844), having
grandson of Joseph Arden (see
below), had a messuage,
windmill, and lands, and paid a
quit rent for Snells. In the 1891
census, Amos & Fanny Garman
are at ‘Snells’, but he is a
farmer, not a miller. The last
reference to a miller that I can
find is Jonathan Chantler,
miller at Snells in the 1887
Kelly’s Directory. Jonathan
had been miller since his father
James died in 1866. James had
been miller since sometime
between 1844 and 1851. In
1891 the Chantlers moved to
Windmill Cottage (Snells Farm)
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Rowhook Windmill at Snells Farm

1823-5
1785 Map of a proposed Arun
map,
Navigation Newbridge to
however, is
Horsham also shows a post mill.
clearer.
It is not clear why this mill was
Stepney
abandoned, nor its possible
remained
antiquity known. Further south,
there until
there was once another, water1816, when powered, corn mill on the Arun
he is
at Dedisham itself, referred to in
described
a document of 1636, at a time
in manorial
when the iron industry also used
records as
the power of water in this
miller.
locality.
Site of Snells Windmill There is no
Henry Stepney surrendered
source
Snells to John Goodyer of
Horsham, to 4, Worthing Road,
which tells us if it was a smockmill
Sompting, gent., in 1816, but his
probably to work at William
or a postmill, but
Prewett’s Mill.
there is little doubt
Greenwood Map, 1823
Stepney built it.
So, when is the first reference to a
Who was he?
mill here? Various members of the
John Stepney was
Geary family of Polesden Lacy held
the first named
Snell from 1767-1804, when Sir
miller in Shipley.
William Geary surrendered Snells
His youngest child
to William Ellis, gent., a Horsham
Henry, born 1775,
solicitor, who was admitted,
married Elizabeth
handing over to John, then Horace
Carpenter in 1799.
in quick succession. There is no
Living in Horsham,
reference to a mill yet. In 1807,
they had five
Horace Ellis surrendered and
children up to
Henry Stepney of Rudgwick,
1807, which
millwright, was admitted. In the
corresponds with
same decade, the Ordnance
his admission to
Survey published the 1st Ed. OS
Snells. They had
map (1” to 1 mile), which shows the
two more children
mill if you look hard. Greenwood’s
born at
Snells,
Richard
1811, and
William
1815,
when
Henry is
kinsman Thomas Stepney, born
described as miller. He
in 1789, a Shipley wheelwright
moved back to his old job
in 1813, took it very briefly as
of millwright in Horsham,
lessee (and miller) until 1818 or
was later at Bewbush Mill
1819, returning to Shipley where
near Crawley, and died in
his son Henry was baptised in
Shipley 1844.
February 1818. From 1819 to
Up until about 1800 there
1824, tax records show Thomas
was a postmill just over
Stepney to have gone, and a
the boundary in Slinfold
young Christopher Sowter as
parish on a high point in
owner and occupier. Born in
what is now the garden of
1793 in Amberley, Sowter
Little Farthing, on the
returned there as miller (1841,
south side of Waterlands
1851 census). In 1823, Henry
Lane, alongside The
Howard (later 13th Duke of
Chequers Inn at
Norfolk), lord of the manor, sold
Rowhook. It is shown on a the manor of Dedisham (note:
1777 map of the
he also sold the manor which
1827 Estate Map, Snells Farm
Dedisham Estate. The
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Rowhook Windmill at Snells Farm

Port. Chantler
was Port’s
miller until the
next sale in
1828, when
Port, born 1787,
went on to be
innkeeper at
The Chequers
(1841), later
moving to
Cranleigh.
In 1828, Snells
Farm, 33 acres,
South Terrace Millstone, Honeywood House with Ockleys,
36 acres was
again for sale: a
had Rudgwick’s church and
good substantial farmhouse, barns,
Parsonage Farm in 1820).
stabling, outbuildings, the nearly
new windmill, costing £400. The
John Goodyer now of West
mill had been refurbished only
Grinstead, late of West Tarring,
three or four years earlier. In 1829,
clearly a man with considerable
George Port surrendered,
property, died in 1824. In 1825, at
admission of Joseph and Richard
auction, his estates were sold by
Edward Arden, barristers. (Joseph,
his trustees. These included 33
1799-1879, Rickmansworth Park,
acres at Snells, and a windmill
which has undergone a thorough was a classical scholar; his brother
repair. James Chantler, born in
Richard, Sunbury Park, 1804-1894,
Billingshurst, makes his first
became Principal in Clifford’s Inn.
appearance as occupier. The
The family were extremely wealthy,
Chantlers were Horsham Quakers, and had an enormous portfolio of
many family members buried there. land in England and Wales. They
A farm map was commissioned
probably did not even know they
from George Loader by the
owned this little holding, which was
executors. George Port became
still in the family’s possession into
owner, but kept James Chantler on the 20th century! A year after they
as miller. Port’s signature is on the acquired it, the road through
back of probably the only surviving Rowhook became a turnpike
map, in possession of the current
(Ellens Green to Clemsfold), so
owner of Snell House, who kindly
underwent some improvement, a
allowed me to photograph it. The
benefit for the miller’s trade. Alfred
court leet caught up with the death Godwin, a Londoner, was briefly
of Goodyer in 1826, his trustees
brought in as miller. He also went
surrendering, admitting George
to Cranleigh, becoming a brewer.

Snells Pond

An 1833 Indenture: Joseph Arden
& Richard Edward Arden of
Cliffords Inn Passage London,
gents, tenants in common, leased
to James Bravery of Dorking,
miller, for £20, Snells Farm, with
barns, stables, cowhouses, and
other buildings, yards, gardens,
orchards and appurtenances, all
the closes with the windmill and
other premises. The Schedule
listed the tackle of the mill: one
pair of Peak [District] or barley
stones, feeding tackle, iron work
thereto, one pair of French
[Caen] stones, feeding tackle,
iron work, two regulators &
straps, bolting… [the rest is lost,
more’s the pity]. Bravery is there in
the 1841 census. After his death in
1843, his widow is recorded there
in the 1844 tithe schedule. This
succession of millers brings us to
the return of James Chantler to the
mill.
Throughout the centuries, the size
of the farm remains at about 33
acres. There is no mill until the first
years of the 19th century, and it is
working thereafter for about 80
years, approximately 1807-1890.
By an interesting coincidence, in
the 1890s, Honeywood House,
only a short walk north of Snells,
was substantially enlarged to
become a fine country house. In
the rose garden on the south
terrace, which dates from this time,
there are nine French millstones
set into brick paviours and stone
flags as focal points of the paths. It
is tempting to suggest they came
from Snells. Moreover, at Snell
House, there is a tell-tale curve in
the hedge exactly where the mill
was, its footprint now covered by
an outbuilding. Behind is a very
pretty hilltop pond, which I am told
does not dry up, perhaps an old
fishpond. It is only when you stand
here that you realise the exposure
of the mill’s sails to westerly winds.
Try as I might, I can find no
windmill at nearby Millfields
(Millfolds on the map, page 7. It
does make me wonder if there was
a mill on this nearby site in the
distant past.
Thanks to Philip Belcher, Snell
House, for his assistance, and my
copying of 1827 map.
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Mr Cowdery’s Old Shop
There is a legacy of old photographs of Rudgwick,
often of amazing quality. The humble picture
postcard of every town and village scene, sold in
many millions and was used as an efficient form of
communication before the advent of the nationwide
telephone service. Even a small village like
Rudgwick had up to three postal deliveries per day
so a letter posted in the morning could reach the
recipient by teatime! The quality of many of the
picture postcards is down to the fact that plate
cameras were used before the advent of roll film.
The format of a plate camera was much larger so
the photograph produced was of a very good
quality. It is always interesting to look at old
Rudgwick photographs and attempt to enhance
them by modern methods just using the tools on a
normal home computer. It can be a form of time
travel to look at an old photograph and extract as
much information as possible. If that photo has
information written on its back the door is open to
finding out a surprising amount giving one a look
back to another world.

1. The Shop

1. The first picture is of the shop which was next to
the King’s Head; the picture was taken around the
start of the last century in the 1900s. The
shop was owned at that time by a Mr
Cowdery and was a grocers, bakery and
post office. On some of the postcards
featuring it there is a Hovis sign in evidence.
If one looks carefully there are several
stencils on the whitened brickwork
encouraging one to “Try Cowdery’s mild
cured breakfast bacon and hams” another to
“Try Cowderys bread and cakes”. One
cannot imagine such signage being allowed
today…it was such a different world. The
roof of the shop building appears to be a
mixture of clay tiles and some Horsham
stone roofing on the section nearest to the
camera. Research carried out on the
building by Diana Chatwin some years ago

Malcolm Francis

did highlight the fact that the part nearest to the
King’s Head pub was built to a high standard and
most likely had ecclesiastical connections. I have
information, from my wife’s family, that in the early
19th century it was a separate cottage called Gate
Cottage, as her great grandfather William Tate was
born there in 1854. One final look at the picture
shows that a lot of outbuildings were present to the
north of the building. Note also the lack of any
overhead telephone wires connected to the
building.
2. The second photograph shows a beautiful
winter scene with the frost laden elm trees in
evidence (It is so sad that the country lost most of
its elm trees in the late 1960s / mid 1970s to Dutch
elm disease.) There doesn’t seem to have been
much road traffic that day as the snow seems
unsullied. I can see what appears to be a Post
Office bicycle standing against the steps and also a
little hand cart nearby…I wonder where the
postmen were?, or is that one looking towards the
camera? (Notice the advert on the brick wall is for
Mr Cowdery’s bacon.) The low building to the right
is one of the buildings now vanished. Charley Tate,
my wife’s great uncle, included in one of his
notebooks the following; “There was a low house
and skittle alley, it was copyhold, now pulled down,
at the top of Church Hill opposite the entrance to
the Parsonage. It was to the left hand side of the
path leading down to the vicarage” (at that time the
vicarage was in Lynwick Street). The notes also
recounted these interesting facts. “At the bottom of
Church Hill, opposite the Jubilee Hall was the site
of the village stocks. They were sawn off by James
Tate, my uncle, (born 1845 ) who had been
requested to do it by Sendall, who was
churchwarden and butcher. His sheep used to
swarm over the churchyard feeding on the grass.
There was also in former years a Ducking Stool, as
I find in an old Vestry Book; 1595 Hendrye
Humfreye paid for a Ducking Stool.”

2. Winter Scene
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3. M Humphrey Grocer
and Draper

4.Enlargement of above

3. The
third
picture
(and
fourth,
which is
enlarged
from the
third) were
taken a
few years
later when the business had been bought by Moses
Humphrey. The sign above the shop reads M.
Humphrey, Grocer and Draper.
Mr Humphrey is standing on the left at the top of the
shop steps and his wife can be seen standing on the
right at the front door of the adjoining dwelling. The
pony and trap in the foreground was used for
deliveries, notice the little lad with his breadbasket.
One can see an advertisement for ‘Nectar Tea’ in
the shape of a tea cup obscuring part the window
behind the little pony trap. Notice the other tea
brands advertised below the Humphrey sign; a lot of
tea must have been consumed in Rudgwick. If one
looks carefully it is just possible to discern a teapot
shaped sign advertising ‘Mazawattee tea’ to the left
of Mrs Humphrey - a brand of tea that has long
gone. To the right of the large chimney is a large
telephone pole - Rudgwick was now connected! The
shop was by then a general grocery store, bakery,
drapers and post office and housed the first manual
telephone exchange. (Humphrey’s shop
telephone number was Rudgwick 1).

(John Bailey’s father) and his aunt Ginny Bailey,
who appear to be on postal delivery. I remember
Harold Bailey as an older gentlemen here in
Rudgwick; sadly he died from the results of being
kicked by one of his cows. Ginny also worked on the
family farm at Windacres and like several local farms
they had a dairy business serving the village. I can
remember Ginny commenting many years ago when
there were protests regarding the night time air
traffic out of Gatwick, she said “if people worked as
hard as me they would sleep through anything!”
Next we have “Teddy” (Edward) Ireland and Les
Stenning who were the postmen. The small lad on
the steps is John Port, (I have no idea if he had any
connection with the shop or just wanted to be in the
picture.) Moses Humphrey is at the top of the steps
with his daughter Brenda. The older gentleman
standing next to the pony and trap is Mr Dewdney,
the baker.
Moses Humphrey had also two sons Douglas and
Geoffrey. I understand that Douglas was to have
taken over the shop when his father retired but he
tragically died from serious head injuries as the
result of a motorcycle accident. (No crash helmets
were worn in those pre-war years, often the only
safety item would have been a pair of goggles to
protect the motorcyclist’s eyes as collisions with
large flying beetles, often called maybugs, which
were always a hazard, an indication of how many
more such insects must have been around in those
times).
On his father’s retirement Geoff Humphrey took over
the business and ran it with his wife Muriel. It was a
very successful business that became a high class
grocers, stocking a wide variety of luxury items and
with an extensive wine cellar. The plate glass
windows always fascinated me as a child when
visiting the shop with my mother, they always
seemed too large and flimsy, but it was fun sliding
down the smooth concrete ramp by the handrail to
the steps. The large glass windows were all
removed after the closure of the shop in the 1980’s.
The right hand section of the building is now called
Church Gate house and is an annexe to the church.
The “G. Humphrey” sign board from the shop front is
preserved within Church Gate House.

4. In the fifth picture we have more
information about Mr Humphrey’s staff. This
was taken in the 1920’s and shows probably
the same gentlemen as seen in the third
picture with the pony and trap. The picture,
was taken, I presume, not long after the
installation of the plate glass windows, (I
cannot imagine that getting past planning
today). Notice the draper’s stock in the
window; the draper’s department was run by
a Lizzie Cooper.
If one looks at the people posing for the
camera on the left we can see Harold Bailey

5. The Staff
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Bowcroft Lane and the Roman
Woods towards Clemsfold.

1888 responsibility for
maintenance of the highways had
passed to the new County
Councils while the turnpike trusts
had passed into history.

erected to avoid the toll road.
The toll gates along the
Horsham road were finally
removed in 1873.

The Act to build the road from
Bramley to Rudgwick was for some
reason split into two sections:
I think that one tends to forget
Bramley to Wonersh, and then
There were also heavy fines
the slowness of life back in
Wonersh to Rudgwick. Chris
imposed if landowners allowed
those days; I have read that
Budgen’s research paper states
people to take a short cut to avoid
even when a coach and horse
that the road that was finally
paying the tolls. The toll charges
service was introduced on the
constructed did not start at
new turnpike running
Bramley but ran from
from Horsham to London,
Rooks Hill which is a
in 1763, it took five hours
Some of the Toll Road Charges
mile south of Bramley to
and cost 7 shillings per
For every Horse, Mule or Ass, drawing any Coach,
Bucks Green in
passenger.
Berlin, Landau, Hearse, Chariot, Curricle, Calash,
Rudgwick. It was over
Chaise, Chair, Caravan, or other such like carriage, The only visible remnant
nine miles long but used
the Sum of Sixpence.
of the turnpike today is
the existing road path.
the obelisk in Cranleigh,
For every Horse or pair of Oxen, or other Beast,
The Act goes into an
drawing any Waggon, Wain, Cart, or other such like just by the petrol filling
amazing amount of
station, that informs one
Carriage, the Fellies of the Wheels whereof are the
detail including the width
of the distance between
Breadth of Six inches or upwards, the Sum of
of the Turnpike and the
Windsor and Brighton
Sixpence.
fines to be levied for any
and all important points
For every Horse or pair of Oxen, or other Beast,
landowner removing any
along the route. I have
drawing any Waggon, Wain, Cart, or other such like been in correspondence
surveyor’s marking
Carriage, the Fellies (rim) of the Wheels whereof are with Chris Budgen
poles of the intended
less than Breadth of Six inches, between the Tenth
route (not exceeding
regarding the use of this
Day of April exclusive and the Tenth day of October turnpike and he casts
Forty Shillings).
inclusive, the Sum of Sixpence and between the
doubts on the fact that
There is a lot of
Tenth Day of October exclusive and the Tenth Day
Prince Regent used this
information regarding
of April Inclusive, the Sum of Seven-pence
road;
the policy of altering
Halfpenny, (an excess charge if your wagon had
watercourses, drainage,
“I have never seen
narrow wheels that would cut into the surface
etc. The Act states that,
anything that might
throughout the winter months)
as far as I can
suggest such a thing.
For every Horse, Mule, Ass laden or unladen, and
understand, that the
The entire story appears
not drawing, the Sum of Twopence.
track of land used to
to hinge on the Victorians
construct the road was
trying to make something
For every Drove of Oxen or Neat Cattle the sum of
60 feet wide; this width
of the plates on the
Ten Pence a Score. And so in proportion for any
gave the road
obelisk which include
greater or less Number.
constructors immunity
Windsor and Brighton.
For every Drove of Calves, Swine, Sheep, or Lambs, This probably said more
from trespass on private
the Sum of Five pence a Score, and so in proportion for the aspirations of the
land. (The actual road
for any greater or less Number.
was to be 25 feet wide).
benefactor that had it
All military traffic was allowed to pass free of charge. erected than the
The Act has page upon
requirements of through
page referring to the
traffic, which one
duties of the Trustees of the
assumes would have remained
were
raised
by
50%
if
the
road
was
Turnpike, handling of the funds to
on the Guildford to Alfold and
build the road, the strict procedures used on a Sunday. The only
Horsham route (as the cheaper
concession
allowed
was
that
if
that would be followed regarding
and quicker option) than
people
were
crossing
the
toll
road
the Trust’s accounts, etc. It gives
bypassing through Cranleigh”.
on another route, especially if
one the impression that it must
driving livestock, they would be
have an onerous duty in later
My wife has a series of note
allowed free passage as long as
years. The road was always in
books that were written by her
they didn’t stray more than one
financial trouble because of the
great uncle Charley Tate. The
hundred
yards.
high cost of maintaining it, as its
note books were the results of
route ran through the Wealden
years of research about
I have read that often locals found
clay, and then of course gradually
alternative routes to Horsham from Rudgwick and were the material
losing traffic due to the emergence Rudgwick to avoid paying the tolls. for a book that he had planned
of the railways. The research paper There is a bridge across the river
to write; sadly that never
states that the turnpike never made Arun near Warhams that was
happened. A lot of the content
any money for its investors and by
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also includes family history as the
Tate family has been in Rudgwick
for seven generations. Charley’s
father, William Tate (Sexton and
Verger) was born in Church Gate
cottage in 1854 next to the Kings
Head, and his grandfather John
Tate was born in 1810. He recalls a
wonderful anecdote from his
grandfather, who would have been
around 10 years old when the
Prince Regent came to the throne.
Evidently there was excitement
when the King went through the
area, and often stopped at the
Kings Head and enjoyed a good
sing song with his subjects”. One
presumes from this information that
the Royal party must have taken
the slow route sometimes…
If one moves onto the start of the
20th century life was still rather
slow here in Sussex. I remember
my father, who was born in 1905,
recalling how Rudgwick still had a

flint road through the village in his
Rudgwick
childhood years. Sometimes he
Preservation Society
and his brothers would sit down at
Chairman
& Membership Secretary
Watts Corner in the hope of
Roger
Nash
01403 822 581
seeing a motor car; if they saw
Secretary
three in an hour that was a busy
Vanessa Sanderson 01403 822 433
day, how things have changed!
Treasurer
One final anecdote which I hope
John Newell
01403 822 130
you will find amusing. Some years Subscriptions:
ago my wife and I were attending Please pay by Standing Order,
a show in the Arts Centre in
subscriptions due 1st January. Cash
Cranleigh. It was a hot evening
accepted in advance at Autumn
and during the interval the
Meeting, or at the latest Spring
audience spilled out of the foyer
Meeting. Membership automatically
through the glass doors. We
lapses after 2 years. Family £5,
chanced upon some Rudgwick
Individual £3, Over 60s £2. By Post:
friends who asked me about the
Membership Secretary, Weyhurst
Copse, Tisman’s Common, RH12
history of the obelisk on the
3BJ.
opposite side of the road. I
informed them that it was a
New members: please enquire via
website
navigation aid for the Brighton
bound Regency coaches and
Online:
jested it would have been a
www.rudgwick-rps.org.uk
“George Positioning System,” or in
modern parlance a GPS system!
Facebook:
@RudgwickPreservation

Rudgwick Autumn

© Doug Betts

12

