St. John the Baptist’s
Mission Church
Tisman’s Common

Centenary 1913 – 2013

Introduction
Dear Friends
Reading through scripture we see how creative God is – He is always doing
new things. As His Church we should therefore expect Him to be doing new
things amongst us too, calling us to move with Him. Therefore as a Church we
don’t want to be living in the past, however it is important to be grounded in
our history and in particular what God has done in Rudgwick over the years
In the Old Testament, people would erect stones of remembrance so that they
would not forget what God had done. When Israel crossed the River Jordan
into the Promised Land, one man from each of the twelve tribes was appointed
to pick a stone from the river bed. Joshua then set these stones up in the place
where Israel camped that evening. The stones were to serve as a sign to all
Israel. When their children asked them ‘What do these stones mean?’ they
were to tell of how the flow of the River Jordan was cut off when the feet of the
priests carrying the ark of the covenant touched the water, allowing them to
cross on dry ground.
We no longer set up stones to remember what God has done, but it is good not
to forget the things of the past and all that God has accomplished, which is why
it is my great delight to commend this centenary booklet to you – a record of St
John’s over the years. It is a testament to one hundred years of worship at St
John the Baptist, Tisman’s Common. It is a record of what God has done, and
it also looks to the new ways in which our creative God is leading us.
I hope you enjoy reading this booklet. Whilst we may no longer set up
stones, I trust that – in the same way that the stones in the Old Testament were
intended to do – as you read this booklet, you are prompted to give thanks to
God for all that He has done over the years, and to pray for what He wants to
do in the future.
With every blessing

Martin King
Vicar of Rudgwick
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Tisman’s Common
Mission Room
– The Early Years
As we are reminded when we look in the mirror, time marches on all too
quickly. Whilst looking back at the beginning of St John the Baptist, Tisman’s
Common we wanted to bring the history up to date, before it is all forgotten in
the passing of time.
When St John’s was built in 1913, so the story goes, it was for the benefit of
the labourers on the Tisman’s Estate: St John’s meant that they could go to
church and still see to their responsibilities on the estate! In fact, that particular
place was in a state of flux at the time, with the house unoccupied in 1911 and
probably only rented by 1913.
Many more people worked on the other farms in the area – at Exfold, Arun
Bank (with its exceptional market gardens and orchards), Hale and Weyhurst.
It was quite a sizeable community then. The walk to Holy Trinity was also too
far for many, so they were also in need of somewhere more local to worship.
In 1908 the Parish had a new Vicar, The Reverend Arthur Young, who came
to Rudgwick from St Mark’s in Horsham. As early as October that year he
made reference in the Parish Magazine to “arrangements for Mission Room
services as soon as possible”. However, no mention was made of Tisman’s
Common and this could well have been a general reaching out to the
outermost corners of the parish, including The Haven which would also soon
hold their own Mission meetings in the schoolroom there.
Writing in the January 1911 issue, Mr Young was more specific: “It is frequently
asked whether there is any likelihood of a Mission Room at Tisman’s Common.
I am able to say, with the deepest gratitude, that a generous parishioner has placed
a sufficient sum of money in the hands of the Vicar and Churchwardens, and all
that is needed is a convenient site for the building. I earnestly trust that under
these circumstances the few rods of land required may be given.”
But before any building could start, there were many months of discussion,
negotiations and doubts.
Disappointments
A year later the project had literally gained no ground: “I am still frequently
asked about the possibility of a Mission Room at Tisman’s Common, and I am
sorry to be obliged to say that, although the means exist to build one
immediately, it has hitherto proved impossible to obtain the very small piece of
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land required. This is a great disappointment, as there are many in that
neighbourhood who cannot get so far as the Parish Church.”
His words obviously produced some positive action as, in July of 1912, he
delighted in saying, “We are very grateful to be able to announce that Admiral
Goodridge has kindly promised a piece of land in an excellent position. All
parishioners, and especially those living at Tisman’s Common, will join the
Vicar and Churchwardens in thanking the Admiral for this generous gift.”
Admiral Goodridge lived at Rudgwick Grange and (in perfect time for our
centenary celebrations) Roger Nash has discovered exactly where that site
would have been. Mrs Goodridge had bought Arun Bank Farm in 1908 and the
deeds actually show pencil annotations for a “Mission Room” on the northerly
border, only yards from the eventual site, but on the other side of Exfold Wood.
There is even a size mentioned – “90 x 60 Long and Wide”, presumably in feet.
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The Lodge to
Rudgwick Grange
The recently discovered original location for the site of St John’s

All was not well however, and for December the Vicar wrote: “We regret to
state that the negotiations for a site have come to an end, as it appeared that
certain conditions were attached which the Vicar and Churchwardens could not
accept. Other arrangements are in progress, and we hope to be able to announce
the beginning of the work before very long.”
Those new negotiations are still shrouded in mystery, and we do not know
from whom the land was eventually acquired as there is no clear evidence as to
who owned Bay Cottage or Exfold Wood at this time. Exfold Wood was a rented
house and shop until at least the 1880s (even the then ownership is unclear),
after which the evidence is completely lacking. There are no surviving deeds
from the period for any of the properties involved, including the Mission Room
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Pond

Bay Cottage

Exfold Wood

1876 - St John’s site showing the pond and barn
in the grounds of Exfold Wood.

1898 - Bay Cottage built. The ‘area brace’ symbol
– an elongated 's' – joins together two or more
enclosures or features for measuring purposes only.

1910 - Just before St John’s was built. The barn
has disappeared from the map.

1973 - The modern day layout.

itself. What we do know is that Bay Cottage was built before the church, in the
1890s, on land taken from Exfold Wood. The Ordnance Survey map showed a
definite boundary line between these properties, the same as today. The Mission
Room was built in the cottage back garden; only if the properties remained in
common ownership in 1913 might the land have come from the owner of
Exfold Wood. There is also no record as to who constructed St John’s, although
there were several builders in the village at the time.
Only this year, 2013, has application been made to register St John’s finally as
church property, under new Church of England guidelines.
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Mrs Prevost
Fortunately, we do know who the ‘generous parishioner’ was. She was Mrs
Adelaide Susan Prevost, daughter of Francis Close, a well-known Dean of
Carlisle who also founded the eminent Dean Close School in Cheltenham.
Adelaide was born in that town in 1825, and married her American-born
husband, George, in 1852. They did not come to Rudgwick until about 1889,
and George died only a few years later in 1895. Adelaide was well into her eighties
when she made the donation that eventually meant “the site was bought and the
building erected entirely at her own expense.” She was a regular attendant at the
Parish Church, “in spite of a double affliction which most would have regarded as
a sufficient reason for absence.” She once remarked to the vicar, “I can neither see
nor hear anything, but I like to
feel I am there.” Her death came
in 1915, and in her will she
bequeathed a further £500 for
the continued upkeep of St John’s.
Both she and her husband are
buried in Rudgwick.

Who Was Who at the early St John’s?
January 1914
The Reverend Arthur F.Young, Vicar (from 1908-1916)
Parochial Lay Reader: Albert J King, The Bungalow, The Haven
Warden of St John the Baptist’s Mission: Colonel G. F. Whitehead
From February 1915
Organist at St John’s: Mrs Whitehead
From May 1915
Sidesmen for St John the Baptist’s Mission: Messrs F. Holmes and E. M. Izard
Organist at St John’s: Miss E. Rickards and Mrs Whitehead
Notes:
• The Bungalow, now called Mile Oak, was near Cousins Farm, Haven
• Col. Gervase and Mrs Vera Whitehead lived at Woodfalls, Loxwood Road
• Eleanor Rickards was Matron at the Sanatorium, Church St, Rudgwick
• Frank Holmes, gardener, lived at 4, High View Villas, Tisman’s Common
• Mr Izard was a newcomer to the village, address not known, but it was in Tisman’s Common.
Always spelt with one Z in church magazine; double Z in directory.

Usual Weekly Calendar:
Services at St. John’s Mission Room:
Sundays 6.30 p.m.
Thursdays 6.45 p.m.

Choir Practices:
Wednesdays, men, 7 p.m.
Thursdays, boys and girls, 6 p.m.
full practice, 8.00 p.m.
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The First Year
In January 1913, Arthur Young announced that “an ideal spot has been
secured” through the generosity of Mrs Prevost, and that building would
commence in the spring. Construction was well under way by April, and the main
fabric was completed in time for the June magazine. Admiral and Mrs Goodridge
donated £10 towards the distempering (chalk or lime whitewashing) of the inside
once it had dried out.
The Bishop of Chichester, Charles John Ridgeway, granted the Licence for
Divine Worship at St John’s on September 27th, 1913:
Charles John, by divine permission Bishop of Chichester, to our beloved in
Christ, Arthur Frederick Young, Clerk, Incumbent of the Vicarage of the
Parish Church of Rudgwick in the County of Sussex within our Diocese and
Jurisdiction,
greeting.
Whereas it hath been represented to us that it would be a convenience to
the inhabitants of Rudgwick residing at a distance from the parish church
(mainly farm labourers) and would lend to their spiritual welfare if we
would authorise the performances of Divine Worship in the brick built
Mission Room called Saint John the Baptist situate at Tisman’s Common in
the said parish which hath been provided with a Communion Table and the
necessary furniture and you (Arthur Frederick Young, incumbent of the
Vicarage of the Parish Church of Rudgwick, in the County of Sussex within
our Diocese and Jurisdiction) have requested us to grant our Licence for so
using the said building.
Now we the said Bishop having taken the premises into our consideration
do by these presents grant our licence and authority to continue during our
will and pleasure only and to be renewable by us and our successors at our
or their discretion to you the said Arthur Frederick Young and your Curate
or Curates lawfully appointed and licensed to perform and celebrate Divine
Worship, to preach the Word of God and to administer the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper in the Mission Room according to the rites and
ceremonies of the Church of England but not to publish Banns of Marriage
therein or solemnize Matrimony.
Given under our hand and Episcopal Seal the twenty seventh day of
September in the year of our Lord One thousand nine hundred and thirteen
and in the sixth year of our consecration.
C J Cicestr:

The Dedication
The church register begins with just a cursory note that the dedication took
place on Sunday, October 12th, 1913.
On the day the room was filled to capacity long before the service started,
with the children obliged to sit on the floor on either side of the altar and many
adults standing. Even the porch was packed and several people could not get in
at all. The room was then dedicated to St John the Baptist, with the opening
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hymn “The Church’s One Foundation”
strengthening the feeling that Christ
would be the “one foundation” of all the
work that it was hoped to do at
“Tisman’s Common Mission Room”.
The Vicar led the service and preached,
his words revolving around the theme
that St John’s should be a place to be
used – to pray, praise and learn. The
lessons were read by the Lay Reader,
Albert King, late of the S.P.C.K. College,
who also shared his responsibilities with
The Haven Mission meetings. All were
delighted that Mrs Prevost was able to
attend as well.
A Bible Class for “lads and young
men” began on Sunday afternoons in
November (later moved to Wednesday
evenings) and, on Monday 20th, Albert
King was formally licensed as
Parochial Lay Reader for the Parish, with the Archdeacon of Chichester
present at the ceremony.
Albert wrote:”It is difficult to convey in mere words, the enthusiasm with
which the work at Tisman’s Common is being taken up. Our new Mission Room
is certainly being well used. We have found it necessary to have an additional
supply of forms and chairs, and with these we hope to find seating accommodation
for all. It does one a world of good to be present at our Sunday Evening
Services. Our Thursday Evening Service, too, is so very well attended for a
week-night service; we have an average congregation of about 45. One hardly
knows what to say about ‘our choir’. Such a splendid response has been made:
we have now 10 men, 10 boys, 10 girls, and 2 ladies. All are most keen.”
In the January 1914 Parish magazine, the Vicar wrote: “We begin the year
with great hope for the work of the Church in the future. The chief parochial
event during the past year has been the opening of St John’s Mission Room, at
Tisman’s Common, and, as you know, this new work has begun in the most
encouraging way. We are glad to say that there has been hearty and indeed
enthusiastic response. Mr King has rapidly won the confidence of the people,
and it is a real pleasure to take part in the hearty services at St John’s.”
Albert King regularly contributed to the Storrington Deanery Magazine as
well, and in it he added: “We have now quite settled down to our work at
Tisman’s Common, and one and all seem to be doing their best to make
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everything successful. We at Tisman’s Common are deeply grateful to all those
friends who have made it possible to furnish our Mission so splendidly. A brass
cross and candlesticks (the gift of a friend who wishes to remain anonymous) were
placed on the Altar on Christmas Day. New curtains for the wall have quite
altered the appearance of the room. The garden round has been neatly laid out
and is a great improvement.” (It is unclear if this is the land along the path to the
porch, or what is now the garden of Bay Cottage. Wherever the garden was, the
magazine records that the choir undertook to keep the garden in good order.)
Many other gifts were listed by the Vicar, including: Mrs Whitehead
(Woodfalls), alms dish and vases; Sir Henry & Lady Oram (Hale), donation for
“hanging books”, etc.; Dr Boxall (Church Hill) - who, incidentally, owned the
first car in Rudgwick - lamp for porch; Mr E. Reeves (Oakfield), a pair of steps for
cleaning and lamplighting.
Records of services were not kept until Easter 1914 and Albert King took the
majority of the services. At first there is no mention of the attendance at
Evensong in the registers, although the collection is recorded and was fairly
constant at around the 4 to 6 shilling mark.
A weekly Lantern Service, “with pictures of some of the principle events in the
life of our Lord”, was held every Thursday through Lent that year, culminating on
Good Friday with pictures of the Crucifixion, although unfortunately St John’s
“was all too small to accommodate those who wished to be present!” Universal
opinion was that the slides, which belonged to Miss M. St John, were the best
ever seen. With no Communion Service at St John’s, the congregation were also
reminded that it was their duty as Christians “to communicate on Easter Day”
and for those unable to walk “a conveyance will be provided”.
The Great War Period
With the outbreak of the First World War in August 1914, many of the farm
workers eventually left to join the war effort and working the land became
more mechanised. Daily life in Rudgwick probably continued much as normal;
the full extent of the horrors of the conflict would not be realised for some time
to come.
In July, Albert King had written that “Many people at Tisman’s have asked if
a monthly Celebration of the Holy Communion could be held in the Mission
Church. This matter is receiving the Vicar’s earnest consideration.....there is
much to be done before we can do this; the sacred vessels and other furniture
have all to be got together. We have been promised the fair linen cloth – the
corporal (layed out under the chalice) and six purificators (for wiping the cup).
We are still in need of a pair of Altar vases, the cost of which will be about 7
shillings and 6 pence.” Mrs Renton and Miss Drury gifted these in time for the
first Communion Service at 8 a.m. on Harvest Festival Sunday, October 11th,
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the attendance being recorded as 46. It settled at an average of around 20 with
services held regularly on the second Sunday of the month. The magazine
records that there was also a “Service of Preparation for Holy Communion after
Evensong on the first Sunday of the month”.
Tisman’s Common folk continued to donate and make items for the church;
Miss Rickards, the organist, provided the altar cloth and pall, while Mrs Cooper
made the chalice veil and cover. Mrs King, Albert’s wife, made burses (the cases
for carrying the corporal) and veils (in four colours), six purificators and two
white alms bags. Mrs Reeve gave the oak ‘re-table’ – normally a framed altar
piece that stands at its back but, in this case, it may well refer to the table itself.
A special Evening Service was held on Christmas Day, and a very good
congregation assembled. “It was a real privilege and pleasure to take part in such
a bright and hearty service. The Mission Room had been beautifully decorated by
Mrs. Whitehead and other helpers. A collection at the Carol Service realised 5s.
8d., for the Waifs and Strays Society.” Meanwhile, at the War Front, British and
German soldiers had spent the day playing football in No Man’s Land, ruing the
fact that they should be there facing each other as enemies.
A surprise gift of 10 francs (8 shillings, and over half a week’s pay) was received
from Driver H. Verall, serving with the Army Service Corps in France, which
added considerably to the fund for a new white Altar Frontal, bought in 1915.
Albert King joins up
Albert King, almost certainly not a young man, also felt it was his duty to
offer his services to the country and he was accepted for the Royal Army
Medical Corps, reporting at Guildford on 29th November 1915. This posed a
serious problem for continuing Evensong at St John’s and the December
magazine states: “We will endeavour to meet the needs of those whom the
distance precludes from attendance at the Parish Church, but there are others
for whom the walk is of little consequence, and those we shall of course expect
to see on Sunday evenings.” On Thursday, November 11th, after the usual
service, Mr King was presented with a “purse” in recognition of his work. The
contributors all belonged to the congregation usually worshipping at St John’s
and the presentation was made by the Vicar. Albert was very grateful to his
good friends and much touched by their “kindly feeling”. A list of “Mission
Workers” willing to do their “bit of work” during the absence of the Lay Reader
was posted on the door.
At the same service an anonymous gift of 10 shillings was acknowledged,
towards curtains for hanging over the doors at the Mission Church. It
continued: “There is no fund at present, and the cost will be about £2. Should
we receive this amount, we shall be pleased to purchase the curtains as desired.
This will perhaps save many of us from cold feet.”
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Arthur Young takes up a new post
The Reverend Arthur Young left the parish in 1916 to go to St Luke’s,
Brighton. He was requested to move by the Lord Bishop, to which he agreed,
by implication with some reluctance, or at least serious thought.
His replacement, The Reverend William H. Chambers, was incumbent at
St Luke’s, so this was a direct swap. No other reason was given, although
Mr Young rose to be Canon of Chichester Cathedral and died in 1951.
In Albert King’s absence, services at St John’s were taken mainly by William
Chambers, with Thomas Sugden as Lay Reader. Donations towards the latter’s
stipend came from Dr Boxall, £3 3s.; Sir Henry Oram, £25; and Mrs Goodridge,
£20. This was nearly enough to pay the stipend, of which a portion also went to
Mr King.
Arthur Young, in his final entry at Rudgwick, listed his impressive achievements
during his 7½ years at Holy Trinity:
■ A new organ
■ Fitting out of the Altar and Sanctuary
■ Removal of the West Porch
■ Installation of “warming apparatus” in the Church
■ Extension of the Churchyard
■ Building the Mission Room at Tisman’s Common.
Albert King returns
Albert returned to take Evensong at St John’s five times in both 1916 and
1917, so it is likely that he was based in England for much of his war service,
during which he was promoted to Sergeant. There would have been much work
to be done in the hospitals and convalescent homes here, especially when
younger members of staff had volunteered or been called up to fight.
In late July 1918, before the war had ended, Albert resumed his duties at
St John’s on a more regular basis and continued sharing services with the
others until Evensong on February 6th,1921, when he wrote a simple “Farewell”
in the register.
The Kings said goodbye to their many friends at a party held in their house
that March, before leaving for Albert’s “new sphere of work” in Blackburn. They
took several gifts with them, including a gold mounted cigarette holder from
the Boy Scouts, a suitcase from the Football Club (which Albert had restarted
after the war), and a spirit lamp, kettle and biscuit box from the Mission Church
choir. At the Tennis Club whist drive and dance they were also presented with
a cheque for £50 1s 6d from 150 subscribers – a substantial amount!
Important gifts had also been given to St John’s. The bell was presented by
Sir Henry and Lady Oram of Hale, and dedicated at a service on 23 December
1919. At the same time a chalice was presented by Mrs Smith in memory of her
son, Private John McGreggor Smith of the 1st Battalion The Queen's Royal
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Regiment (West Surrey), who was killed at the
First Battle of Ypres on October 31st, 1914, aged
19. She later presented the portable alabaster
font, also in his memory.

John McGreggor Smith, killed in
action at Ypres in 1914, to whom
the font (below) is dedicated.

As St John’s settled into the everyday life of the
village, records became few and far between.
Weekly services were dutifully noted of course,
sometimes with a comment to the effect of “Wet”,
“Very wet”or “Bitterly cold”.
In contrast, on Sunday 3rd September, 1939 the
remarks column starkly notes “War declared” and
the first page of 1940 is headed “The Year of
Salvation” in hope.

A bill from Birchmores, Grocer and Baker, Church
Street, dated June 8th 1940, to Mr T Campbell who was
Lay Reader at the time. It includes 12 loaves, 8 lb. (3.6
kg) of Stork Margarine, 9 lb. (4 kg) of slab cake!
Can anyone enlighten us as to what the occasion might
have been? Food rationing had already started in
January 1940.
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The Sunday School
Judy Martin-Jenkins

The records for Sunday School attendance at St John’s began in 1927 and
there are local memories of it in the 1950s.
In 1928 there were 70 children on the roll and the last entry in the register
records the attendance as 25 in 1936. There is an additional interesting entry for
Advent 1939 of a list of evacuees and their temporary carers. Two sisters on this
list came back to Rudgwick after the Second World War to live in Station Road.
One of the most regular attenders was Miss Eileen Tuff who was present 44
times out of 44 between 1927 and 1929, aged 13-15. Eileen became a very
popular character in the village, of whom more follows.
Some children on the register were not so conscientious. Arthur Barnett of
Tisman’s Common used to set off from his house in the direction of St John’s
but would be met by his friends with fishing rods and would spend the hour by
the river instead of on the Sunday School benches!
Village names on the register include:
The Mariner family – Daphne, Gordon, Susie, Doris and Hilda.
Roger Clarke, who became the popular butcher in Loxwood Road.
The Waits – a large family of seven; Billy, Mabel, Nellie, Arthur, Jessica, Muriel
and Vera from the Tisman’s Common Nursery.
The Bottings – Peggy, Valentine and Michael, who lived at Wanford Mill.
(Peggy became Peggy Walker and wrote a book in 1982 about her memories
of Rudgwick in which she recalled going to Sunday School at “the little St
John’s Mission Church at Tisman’s Common at 3pm” where “they still have the
same pictures on the wall; the chairs with the straw seats, wooden floor and
the hassocks to kneel on; the small altar with the snowy white lace cloths and
the golden cross on the little stone font by the door”. Peggy’s name was given
to the path near The Marts.)
The three Cheesmore girls, Mary, Olive and Kathleen, who lived in The Haven
where their father, William, ran the Post Office.
There are also names of pupils who are on the Roll of Honour in Holy Trinity
Church for the Second World War: Raymond Shrubb, Leslie Thompson, Fred
and Arthur Hurst.
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Miss Tuff
One name of the period that will be familiar to many of Rudgwick’s older
residents is that of Eileen Tuff.
‘Miss Tuff’ or ‘Tuffy,’ as she was affectionately known, was the daughter of
Austin and Nellie Tuff who moved to Exfold Wood in 1918, next door to Bay
Cottages and St John’s. Part of the house was given over to a small grocer’s
shop previously run by the Borrer Sisters, Caroline and Betsy – a family
business possibly dating back as far as 1830.

Exfold Wood in 1916, with
the name “Borrer, Grocer”
over the shop window.

Left: Eileen Tuff, seated
second from the right, along
with Rudgwick School staff
in 1952.

Above: Edna Knights, who
took over the duies at
St John’s from Eileen Tuff.

The Tuffs took over the business, Austin having recently been discharged
from the army after 21 years service. When they got a telephone (No. 25) in
1924, they described the shop as “A.H. Tuff, Grocer and Tobacconist”. Later
“Newsagent” was added and they kept the shop going until about 1935.
Eileen later became well known as a popular teacher in the Infants’ Class,
held at the Rudgwick Club. She also took on the cleaning of the St John’s and
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the preparation duties for services, continuing for many years until her health
began to deteriorate.
When Eileen left Tisman’s Common to move into a home for the elderly, her
duties had been taken over by Mrs Edna Knights, who checked everything
before and after services until around 2000 when she herself became infirm.
Eileen Tuff died in 1997, and two years later a pair of wooden candlesticks, a
new gate and a sign for St John’s became a memorial to her, funded from the
legacy of £1000 she left to the church in her will.

Eileen Tuff - Ring that Bell
Swing on the bell, Tuffy,
Ring it loud and clear,
Call us to St John’s, Tuffy,
So even lie-in-beds can hear.
Time to tone it down, Tuffy,
We are all on our way.
You can stop now, Tuffy,
We’re all gathered here, to pray.
Amen
Betty Clark
16

The Vestry

Geoffrey Turberville Smith

It was all credit to Richard Jackson for the idea to create a vestry. At the back
of the chapel for many years there had been an ancient cast iron boiler, a large
black upright piano and an accumulation of objects that had acquired squatter’s
rights because they had always been there. Amongst all this the vicar had to
put on his robes and prepare for the service.

Richard had said to Nell Slocock and me, his Churchwardens, that all that
was needed was something very simple, just a walled off area in which to robe
out of sight of the congregation. There was no need to involve the diocesan
architect, just measure it out and ask a builder to knock up a partition or two.
We thought it would be ideal if it could be done while Richard was on his
sabbatical in America.
The first problem was that when we drew it out, it looked horrible! Just a
boring box.“It would look much more in keeping if it had an arched doorway,”
said my wife. She was right.
The next problem was that the builders that Nell and I chose could not do it
in the time slot we wanted and thought that the arch could be a “difficulty”.
(“Have you thought of a simple doorway?”).
For some years I have worked with a very skilled and modest handyman
called Jim Armstrong. I say “worked with” but it would be truer to say “worked
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for”. He does the work while I go off to get the cement, wood, screws, etc. He is
creative and patient. Two attributes which would be used to the full.
We cleared away the stove, piano and other bits and started putting up the
stud work and fixing the plaster panels in place. All went well until I said, “ Jim,
I think it’s too small.” To Jim’s credit he kept his thoughts to himself as we
dismantled what we had done and moved the walls further out and started
plastering. Matching the existing skirting board was easy but the moulding
around the arch was not. When the chapel was built the arched windows may
have been a standard pattern – or the builders were used to making them. It
took a combination of steaming, routing and help from Tony Attfield to make a
reasonable copy of the window arches.
We added a cupboard for brooms and brushes, etc., and the old Vicar’s table
from Holy Trinity was rescued from Church Gate House cellar to be used as a
desk. Nell arranged for a curtain for the doorway. A large Victorian print of the
crucifixion which had been propped behind the piano was placed above the
desk. It was not to Richard’s taste, who thought that it was not historically
accurate. I thought that it would be a pity to throw out such a period piece.
Finally the job was done.
The chairs also needed replacing. Nell and Richard found an excellent
manufacturer and we carefully chose a colour that would blend in with the
other rather faded furnishings. After some weeks a giant lorry arrived from
Poland with large boxes containing the chairs. We quickly manhandled the
boxes up the path while the monster parked dangerously on the corner outside.
On opening the boxes we found that they were all the wrong colour, a bright
eyebrow-raising electric blue! (Quick, check the order. Thank heaven it is not
our mistake!). The idea of repacking all the chairs and getting another
shipment from Poland did not appeal, so in the end we had a new set of seats
and backs sent over instead. In typical Rudgwick style we then arranged a
working party to unscrew all the backs and screw in new ones.
The final stage was to sand off the floor and varnish it. Of course it would
have been better to have done this while the chapel was empty and then we
would not have had to move all the chairs,etc out again. God is not the only
one who moves in a mysterious way!
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A Recent History
of St John’s The Reverend Martin King
The registers show that attendance at St John’s fluctuated widely, often in
single figures, but it was not uncommon for there to be twice that number
attending services. The variation in the size of the congregation is particularly
highlighted by the figures for June and July 1969, where there was just the
vicar and one other person at Communion one Sunday and two weeks later
there were 40! Over time the services dwindled, and by the late 1970s the
congregation had settled in the low teens with just two 9 a.m. Communion
services a month on the 2nd and 4th Sundays and no Evensong.
Today St John’s has a flourishing congregation, with regular attendance of
over twenty people and sometimes as many as thirty. This has not happened
overnight, but is the result of the investment in both the building and the
congregation over the last couple of decades.
By the beginning of the 1980s, in addition to the two regular services there
were a number of one-off services: there were four Harvest festivals over the
course of the decade and in 1982, 84 and 88 even carol services – presumably
using the old piano that was once at St John’s as accompaniment.
In recent years however, the “brick built Mission Room called Saint John the
Baptist situate at Tisman’s Common” has undergone something of a resurgence.
Under the leadership of The Reverend John Morris, during the 1990s, the
average congregation was just twelve people, but building on the foundations
laid by John and with new direction and purpose, the congregation grew
during The Reverend Richard Jackson’s incumbency to an average of twenty
people by the time Richard left.
With the Alternative Service Book (ASB) of 1980, the service on the 2nd Sunday
of the month had followed ‘Rite B’ and the 4th Sunday the Book of Common
Prayer (BCP). With the demise of ASB and the advent of Common Worship,
‘Rite B’ was replaced by ‘Order One’ (the communion service which is now used
at Holy Trinity) but opting for the traditional language version of the service.
Easter 2004 saw the addition of another service at St John’s, on the 3rd
Sunday of the month. However it was not until the beginning of 2007 that the
time of 8.30 a.m. was settled on for all services at St John’s (up until that time,
the 2nd Sunday service had been at 9 a.m. and even 11.15 a.m. had been
experimented with on the 4th Sunday for a short time in 1993!)
The Chapel is occasionally used for Baptisms – usually of families who are
local to Tisman’s Common and sometimes for the grandchildren of those who
worship at St John’s. At the other end of life, a number of funerals have also
been held here over the years.
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Of course, it is not just the services that have changed over the years - during
Richard Jackson’s time there were a number of physical changes and
improvements to St John’s. In the summer of 2004, whilst Nell Slocock and
Geoff Turberville Smith were Churchwardens, comments were invited from
worshippers in response to “Some Modest Proposals for St Johns, Tisman’s
Common”. Many of the proposals were carried out. although some, such as
enlarging the sanctuary by a foot to allow the minister to stand behind the
communion table at services and face the congregation, fell by the wayside.
Others ideas were tried and then discarded – net curtains for the windows after
being in place for just one week were unanimously regarded as such a disaster
that they were taken down again before the following Sunday!
One of the proposals, which was implemented in 2004, was the removal of
the piano and the ‘ancient old cast iron boiler’ in the back corner of the
building. This area was generally tidied up and a vestry built (an account of
which you can read elsewhere in this booklet). It was at this time that the old,
hard wooden chairs – some of which had woodworm – made way for more
contemporary wooden chairs with cushioned seats and backs which we have
today. At the same time some evidence of woodworm in the roof was found.
Treatment would have meant stripping all the varnish off and revarnishing it,
so it was decided instead to install a dehumidifier and a small background
heater, as woodworm like cold and damp conditions.
Soon afterwards, when the floor was sanded and varnished, the new chairs
had to be moved out and stored up against the side of the chapel under
tarpaulins, in the hope that it would not rain while the work was done!
A couple of years later, in 2006 Richard went to visit Jo and David Bowen,
who had recently moved into Exfold Wood (just two doors down from St John’s
on the Loxwood Road). Whilst visiting them he was alerted to the state of the
roof at St John’s. Quotes were sought and the following year, 2007, saw a new
roof for the Mission Hall.
More recently, St John’s has undergone a further transformation with both
the lighting and heating being replaced towards the end of 2010, along with rewiring of all the electrics at the Mission Hall. Out went the old circa 1950s
lighting and the ceiling mounted infra-red heaters which ‘cooked’ the top of
your head and left the rest of you frozen, and which at one time had replaced
the cast iron boiler. In came a modern track lighting system and new electric
convection heaters. This new lighting system has brought the chapel to life and
the building is now bright and vibrant; the new wall mounted panel heaters
have brought much needed warmth to all who worship in the beautiful building.
All in all, quietly and steadily St John’s has had quite an overhaul in the
course of the last decade or so; making it a building that is far more comfortable
and appealing, without losing any of its charm and intimacy. It leaves one free
to engage with God and worship Him, rather than dwelling on the more
temporal things of life such as how cold one is!
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But it is not just the physical building, after all Church is about people not
buildings. People choose to worship at the early morning service at St John’s
for a variety of reasons, and we are keen that they should have the same depth
of teaching and discipleship as those who worship at other services. In recent
times, to encourage fellowship amongst those who worship at St John’s and in
celebration of special events such as the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee we have
enjoyed tea and coffee after services.
And what of the future? I wonder what the next one hundred years will hold
in store for the Mission Room at Tisman’s Common. Perhaps the addition of a
toilet and kitchen to the left of the porch, or perhaps not, who knows?
Whatever the changes, I hope that it will continue to be a building which,
whilst reflecting the past, will not remain stuck in it. Rather, just as it has in
recent years, it will continue to be a building appropriately appointed for each
successive generation in which to worship the Lord without losing any of its
quiet contemplative atmosphere, which many people find so helpful.
It is very fitting that in Ecclesiastical law, St John’s is designated not as a
church or a ‘chapel of ease’, but rather a ‘Mission Room’. I trust and pray that
it will continue to live up to its designation: that it will always be a holy space
where people can find a living relationship with our good and loving Heavenly
Father – where people come to faith and grow in discipleship; where we see
lives transformed by the love of Jesus and surrendered to His Lordship.
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