Rudgwick Walks 3
A Rowhook Ramble
The Chequers in Rowhook to Charmans in Warnham and Monks on
Stane Street, returning via Honeywood, Ridge, and Millfield
Access Park in the rear pub car park up the lane to the left of the Chequers. Pub info @
01403 790480
Length and suitability
4¼ miles (7 km), about 2 hours.
Take care on the corner by the Chequers, when crossing the road between
Honeywood House and Ridge Farm, and again when reaching the road to return
to the pub, because traffic is fast and fairly frequent on the narrow Horsham
Road. The first half mile is muddy in winter. Most of the walk is on green lanes
and tracks, through fields and, near Honeywood, the estate woodland.
Rowhook is ‘rough hook’, hook being a corner of land. The hamlet is part Rudgwick,
part Warnham, and part Slinfold. Rowhook was Rowhooklands in 1601.
The first house on the left, formerly Stringersland, dates from the late
C17th, and was a shop, run by the Dependants (Cokelers) of Warnham in the late
C19th, and possibly a religious meeting house. The low-lying and much altered
Rowhook Farm, on the right, was formerly Blakes, built mid C17th. The Roman
Stane Street, ‘stone street’, ran from Alfoldean Bridge on the Arun (the A281/A29
junction at Roman Gate), across the road by the pub, right under Rowhook Farm (it
can only be a matter of conjecture why the farmer built his house directly on Roman
foundations) and then along the hedgerow you will shortly walk alongside. It is also
the parish boundary, but has not been a highway since turnpike roads were built in the
early C19th. Before this, traffic from the south, having climbed up from Alfoldean
Bridge past Waterland Farm, continued through Rowhook, diverted around Rowhook
farm, and further north along Honey lane (see 3 below) to Oakwood Hill and
Dorking. Rudgwick travellers arrived here from Bowcroft Lane to continue to
Horsham via Slaughter Bridge.
1. With your back to The Chequers Inn, and its car parks, turn left onto
Horsham Road, passing Chequered Oak House (Stringersland), crossing
the road to turn right into the back entrance drive to Rowhook Farm, where
the footpath takes you over a stile into a muddy field. Follow the left hand
edge of this large field (at first, the course of Stane Street) all the way round
to its furthest corner where you come to a gate (which opens) into the
woodland hanger. The path goes down to the gill and once across the muddy

bottom, turn right, before the gate, over an easily missed low stile to emerge in
the next field by a further stile.
Imagine that a farmhouse and outbuildings appear in front of you as you crest the rise.
This would be Betchetts Farm, long gone to leave little but a slight depression in the
field by the oak that marks the end of the hedge. The footpath is the only sign of what
were once cart tracks from the farm. Many hedges have been removed to leave large
fields. This is a lost landscape. The 1851 census records it as a 120 acre farm. Neither
Betchetts nor Butlers Farms (see below) are marked on the 1931 one-inch map.
2. Walk up the slope ahead, towards the solitary tree at the site of Betchetts
and the beginning of a thin hedge. Keep to the right of the hedge following it
towards the large modern green barn at Charmans Farm. The footpath sign
shows the way to the right of the farm, over a stile, up a rise, keeping the
silage clamp and a cattle barn on your left. Then enter the farmyard by
climbing over a gate to a concrete road. Ahead of you is the house Old
Charmans. Keep left for 30 yards towards the farm, then turn right on the
gravel drive to the modern Dower House behind Old Charmans, where you
continue ahead, leaving the gravel to take a grassy path to the left of the
Dower House and its pond.
Cross a stile ahead into a field and almost immediately another stile into a
wood. In the wood there is a foot bridge across a ditch, then you descend to
another footbridge with a low stile before you rise up to a third stile into a field
belonging to Monks Farm.
Charmans in Warnham is named after an old local family, still in the district today.
Land now farmed by this intensive livestock enterprise has grown to include parts of
Rudgwick to the west, but the old Horsham stone roof house is no longer part of the
farm, and is divided into two residences. From the late C19th to the mid C20th
Charmans was referred to as a park, i.e. a landed estate.
3. Keep to the right of the field (but ignore the footpath into the woods) and
continue up the slope to a new metal gate into the next field, passing the site
of Butlers Farm (by the pond in the middle of the field). Go ahead to the
small gate in the field boundary. Through the gate, turn left on a bridleway
between two fences, which you follow into a grassy green lane. Turn right
through a gate into Monks Farm (picture next page). By the stables and barn,
turn right again onto tarmac. After spotting the farmhouse through an opening
on the left, turn left on the good quality tarmac Monks Lane passing close to
the house and continue ahead between hedged paddocks, all the way to
where it joins Honeywood Lane at North Lodge. The last few yards are
steep and cut into the slope.

4. At North Lodge do not go
onto Honeywood Lane.
Instead, take the track to the
left of the house into the
Honeywood estate. After a
modern house on the left, the
track enters woodland.

Monks Farm has been a stud for many years, beginning with the ownership of Sir
Rex Cohen of Ruckmans, whose mother-in-law Ann Costello lived here in the 1950s
and 60s. This charming late C17th creeper-clad and Horsham stone roofed house is
actually in Rudgwick – just - and lies in the ‘panhandle’ that forms the furthest northeast corner of the parish along the Surrey border. Stane Street passes in front of the
house, and here is a straight modern track which can be seen going away to the right
in front of two farm cottages in the direction of Ruckmans Farm, to which it is linked
for farming purposes.
Monks Lane by which you leave the farm is joined on the left, just before the
steepest section at Honeybush Farm, by Honey Lane, a green lane from Rowhook
which was until the end of the C18th the chief road north to Dorking and London
having replaced Stane Street long before. The cutting in the lane you walk up next is
evocative of the difficulty travellers had getting up this short incline. The large house
on the hill to the right is a later large house confusingly called Monks located on the
Surrery side of the border!
North Lodge, also just in Surrey, is actually the entrance lodge to the Honeywood
estate, and has San Teodoro coat of arms on its walls to prove it. The track you follow
is the old carriage drive, probably to get to the railway station at Ockley or Dorking.

Go ahead all the way to Honeywood House, whose grounds you skirt to its
right, to arrive at the rear of South Lodge, where the track meets the busy
Horsham Road, which you cross with care to enter the concrete drive
opposite to Ridge Farm.

Honeywood House in 1898, drawn by the architect, Ernest George

Honeywood House is now a residential nursing home for the elderly. It was sold as
such in 1954, after the death of Lady Tredegar in 1949. Lady Tredegar was of Scottish
aristocratic descent, her father being the Earl of Strathesk. She hated Wales and
Tredegar House near Newport, and never lived there, leaving her husband early in the
marriage, eventually living alone, and very lonely, at Honeywood. She was eccentric,
becoming an insomniac and an invalid. She had a reputation for making bird’s nests
with materials brought from the garden on a silver platter by a footman. Her son Evan
succeeded to the title of Viscount Tredegar. He also lived here from time to time, and
in London, and led a notoriously unpredictable life, friend to most of the wilder
fringes of society. Lord Tredegar had bought the house for his wife in 1914.
On Friday 19th April 1944 a Mustang plane crashed close to Honeywood
House. Troops were also stationed in the grounds in the war.
From c1896 to c1912, Teresa Caracciolo, Duchess of San Teodoro & Arpino,
lived in the house, which was then called Oakwood Grange (or Okewood). Born in
Naples, she was part English, but married to Marcantonio Colunna, one of Naples’s
most aristocratic families, ending her life as Princess of Colunna.
From 1880 to 1896 William Renton, another Scott, had lived there when it
was still called Hedgecock’s. His wife Mabel was daughter of Benjamin Drury, vicar
of Rudgwick. It was they who first built a country house, replacing the simple Sussex
farmhouse occupied by my great grandfather, George Nash, a farm steward. In 1898,
Ernest George (drawing above) substantially enlarged this house, as it remains today.

5. Go ahead on the concrete road to a pair of semi-detached bungalows in
Ridge Farm. Before the farm buildings (now light industry), turn left alongside
the houses.
Ridge Farm is now part of Bury St Austen’s Farms. It is interesting to see how its
spelling was sometimes ‘Rudge’ matching the village, yet Rudgwick itself is derived
from ‘ridge’. The answer almost certainly is in pronunciation as within living memory
old local folk called the village ‘Ridg’ick’. Ridge Farmhouse, sadly, is no more,
having been demolished in the 1950s, by which time the farm was already run with
Bury St Austen’s. The modern buildings housed a dairy unit until recently, but are
now given over to industrial uses. The farm is just in Rudgwick with the parish and
county boundary following the east-west track. To the right across one field in
Ewhurst parish was another farm now long gone called Dewest Ride.
As you pass the pond in the valley south of Ridge, you may see a large
number of ducks. There was another long gone farm in the woods called Blacks,
which was farmed with Ridge, in the 1844 Tithe Map Schedule, by the author’s great
great grandfather, John Nash. The Nash family farmed around Rowhook for a
hundred years from the 1780s to the 1880s.
Continue ahead down the slope on a grassy track to cross a stream. The path
curves slightly to the right uphill across the middle of a field. Pass a duck pond
on the left using a stile in a fence into the next field. Keep to the left side to
skirt Old Ockleys, mainly invisible behind high hedges to your left. If the
proper path here is overgrown, stay in the field to the gate, which you will then
need to go through to rejoin the path turning right onto a wide green lane.
Follow the lane, passing old barns to the left, and then a junction of tracks by
larger barns where you continue ahead on the signed drive that leads to
Millfield House (seen across a field to the right).

Old Ockleys is a modern property, replacing an earlier farm or cottage, which was
never called ‘old’! You have followed a green lane, which ran from Surrey past Ridge
then to the left of Ockleys. You will join this lane again after passing the house. The
lane continued to join the old Rudgwick-Rowhook road at Farthing Field. If you
decide to take the diversion to visit the viewpoint (below), you will continue along it.
The drive, which joins from the left comes from Horsham Road, to which
you are walking parallel, and out of sight there is Little Millfields, built 1620.
Millfield House is probably C19th though it was formerly Millfield (or Millfold)
Farm. The references to the mill relate to Snell Windmill which stood north-east of
here, and was worked by three generations of the Chantler family in the C19th. The
third, Jonathan, married a German girl, Ernestine Höhmann from Hückeswagen, NE
of Cologne, who had come to live with her uncle, a German shopkeeper, in Dorking.

6. Leave the drive where it bends sharp right, continuing ahead through the gate
into a field, and along the right hand side of the overgrown and rather thin
hedge. At the end of this field, at a cross roads of paths, turn left.
Diversion: for a slightly longer walk, and to visit the viewpoint at Waterland Farm
continue ahead, instead of turning left. At the woodland edge, turn left, go as far
as the track at Burnt House, turn right (keep Waterland Farm on your left), go as
far as necessary to see the view over Slinfold - and far beyond on a clear day then turn round, head back the way you came. At Burnt House follow Waterlands
Lane, ahead, back to the pub. Your path is shown on the map, page 18.

In contrast to much of this walk,
the old field pattern is still, just
about, visible on the ground here,
although the hedges are not in
good heart, and gaps have been
deliberately cut. Notice the
contrast between what remains of
this historic field pattern and that
of Charmans seen earlier where
many hedges have been totally
removed.

To go directly to the pub, go over a
footbridge in the wide hedge or shaw, then
keeping to the left of the next field go ahead
(ignore the stile seen on the right). Where
the hedge is half missing ahead of you, turn
right, again following the hedge for a short
way, but then, by a small pond in the corner,
turn left (ignoring the track ahead of you)
into the next field. Cross this field to a stile
on the far side, which leads onto the
Horsham Road (Caution, traffic!). If these
fields are difficult to navigate, listen for the
sound of a vehicle on the road and walk
towards it. There are many gaps in these
hedges.

On Horsham Road, turn right towards Rowhook and Chequers Inn (below) a
short distance away.
The Chequers Inn (left) may be
named after the wild service or
chequers tree whose berries were
used to flavour beer before the
introduction of hops. Its bark has
a chequered pattern. This building
however was not a pub until
c1798, having earlier been a
blacksmith’s. The building was
erected on roadside waste in the
C17th. It belonged to the Horsham
brewey of Henry Michell in the
C19th.

