SPRING 2009

Chairman’s Note

Planning Matters

It hardly seems a year now that I have been
chairman, but it is and it is AGM time. We
hope you will enjoy hearing about the canal at
Loxwood, not forgetting a sliver of it in
Rudgwick. So please come, and encourage
your neighbours to come and join us.

Vanessa Sanderson

We shall be voting on a resolution: “Rudgwick
Preservation Society resolves that the funds
held on behalf of the Biodiversity Group
should now be transferred to the newly
constituted Rudgwick Biodiversity Project”.
These funds have been ring fenced all the
time we have had them in our accounts, so
there is no confusion about the amount. The
Rudgwick Biodiversity Project formally
became an independent entity at its first
annual meeting on 10th February, and elected
a treasurer. Any representation about this
must be raised in writing to me or any officer
of the Society by Monday 20th April.
Now for a success story with a difference, a
difference of at least 750 years. Last year,
RPS arranged for the dendrochronological
dating of Warhams in Naldretts Lane by an
Oxford laboratory. We were very pleased to
find that Diana Chatwin’s expectations,
outlined in our meeting in Nov 2007, were
correct. The oldest part of Warhams was
constructed in the early 13th century, and
moreover several very accurate dates were
obtained for subsequent changes to the
house. This puts Warhams among the earliest
still-inhabited timber-framed domestic
buildings that we know of, and older than any
previously dated in this locality. Thank you,
Diana, for pointing us in the right direction.
Diana’s article will appear in the next
Newsletter.
Roger Nash

South East Plan
The Secretary of State is due to publish the final South East
Plan setting out provisions for the region up to 2026 in the
spring. In preparation for this the District Council is aiming to
publish a consultation document on the way forward for this
District in June, as the first stage in the review of the Local
Development Framework Core Strategy. This document will
set out the vision for the District in 2026 and beyond as well as
the options for accommodating the necessary additional
development which could amount to as much as 6000 new
homes beyond those already provided for in current plans
(such as West of Horsham and West of Bewbush Crawley as
well as smaller scale developments including Windacres Farm
in Rudgwick

Sustainable Community Strategy
A document entitled All Our Futures: Towards the Horsham
District Sustainable Community Strategy 2009 – 2026 brings
together evidence from public consultations and official
statistics in setting out a range of proposals to make Horsham
District a better place to live. The feedback on the consultation
document will help the Council on behalf of the Community
Partnership produce the final Sustainable Community Strategy
and will describe the District they want to see by 2026
together with their joint aims and priorities in a number of key
areas based firmly on local needs. It will be the framework
from which action plans can be developed by the community to
meet the vision and goals for the next 20 years.

Development West of Bewbush
and West of Horsham
The Examination Hearings into the West of Bewbush Joint
Area Action Plan concluded on 4th February & the Inspectors
Report is expected at the end of March which will determine
the form and detailed provisions for the new neighbourhood to
Crawley (2500 homes) Discussions on the implementation of
the West of Horsham Development (2000 homes) are
continuing. Countryside Properties have submitted planning
applications for the land south of Broadbridge Heath bypass
based on a scheme
Continued on page 2
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Planning matters (continued)
which keeps the existing A264 Broadbridge Heath bypass open but downgraded/diverted somewhat and
supplemented by a new single carriageway road to the south. The adopted West of Horsham Masterplan
proposes a new dual carriageway to the south with the existing bypass closed. The consultations on the planning
applications have identified a number of issues which are being pursued with the applicants and there is unlikely
to be any immediate decision on the planning applications. In addition discussions are taking place about the
viability of the proposed development as a result of the changed economic circumstances and it is already clear
that it is now unlikely to be possible to achieve the previously envisaged 40% affordable housing

Gatwick Airport
The sale of Gatwick Airport by BAA is progressing and the intention remains to sell Gatwick as a whole enterprise.
Information was sent out to prospective bidders in December and BAA received indicative bids in January. Press
reports of secret plans for a second runway’ were based on an interim Master Plan for the Airport which is widely
available and has been for more than two years in accordance with Government policy. In the meantime BAA
continues to focus on high level operational performance and the current proposals are for a £1 billion investment
in Gatwick over the next 5 years. The North Terminal will see the biggest changes with the building extended
significantly to accommodate new check in facilities and additional baggage capacity: outside a new short term car
park will be constructed to take 1200 vehicles and the approach roads round the terminal will be improved.

Ann Secretan
20th April 1909 - 3rd November 2008
Ann then went to Queen Elizabeth College of London
University – something which was quite radical for a
young lady in the late 1920’s. For the next ten years
after graduating she worked as a housekeeper at
small independent schools and similar institutions. It
was here that she built up her expertise of organising
domestic and administrative duties and her strong
views about doing things “properly”. This sense of
providing the best possible standard of service
remained with her throughout her life, and I am sure
the staff at the Old Rectory were well aware of her
expectations!
In 1940 Ann was commissioned into the ATS as a
Junior Commander, and again this was a fairly radical
move as there were few women officers in the army at
the time. It also contrasts with her younger sisters,
including my mother, who also joined the ATS but
were not commissioned.
The following is a tribute given at her funeral by Ann’s
niece.
My aunt Ann was born at Holmwood, near Dorking, on
20th April 1909, the second of seven children of
Spencer and Mary Secretan. Just over ten years later,
in 1920, the family moved to Swaynes in Rudgwick.
Ann often talked about her childhood, with memories
of her early education by a governess followed by
boarding at St Swithun’s school in Winchester. We had
long discussions about the contrast between her
lifestyle at the beginning of the 20th century and that of
today – she didn’t attend a school until she went to St
Swithun’s at age 11 and her social life was limited by
where she could travel by foot, horse drawn carriage
or train. We also talked about her memories of village
life at that time, including the local soldiers going off to
fight in the first World War.

After her release from the ATS in 1946 Ann went back
to live at Swaynes. Like many other English
households, the Secretan family had suffered from the
war - Ann’s elder sister Muriel had contracted polio
and her younger brother, Holford, had been killed in
action. As Muriel was severely crippled, Ann took over
the role of housekeeper at Swaynes for her widowed
father.
My first memories of my aunt date back to visits to
Swaynes in the 1950’s as a small child. Ann was very
much in charge of the household and, at first sight
appeared to be quite a severe lady. Formality was very
important – compared with my own family home at the
time, Swaynes seemed to be frozen in an earlier era.
We were summoned to dinner by a gong (which my
sister and I were allowed to ring, much to our delight)
and the signal to clear the table was given by Ann
putting the lids back on the vegetable dishes.
However, as I grew older, I realised that behind the
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One of Ann’s sketches

severe and
formal
appearance was
a very warm
person with a
lively sense of
humour, and this
will be a lasting
memory of her –
on a first
encounter Ann
could appear to
be brusque and
formidable, but
underneath she
was a very
caring,
compassionate
and lively person.

My grandfather, Spencer Secretan, died in 1965 and
Swaynes was sold. Ann decided to stay in Rudgwick
and bought Bookers in Station Road. In her early years
at Bookers, she played an active role in the village - for
example on the Parish Council and in the WI, and
enjoyed art classes at the Earnley Concourse. Indeed,
painting and sketching were an important part of Ann’s
life, and even in her 90’s at the Old Rectory, she
sketched the view from her window looking towards the
North Downs.
I have been a regular visitor to Ann over the 40 years
that she has lived at Bookers, and more recently at the

Old Rectory. I thoroughly enjoyed every visit, and
particularly the lively discussions about all sorts of
subjects ranging from the changes she has seen over
nearly 100 years to contemporary politics. Often we
would reach an impasse on some subject or other, and
the reference books would come out to look up obscure
facts about a remote country which was in the news.
Indeed, it was always a challenge to arrive after an
early morning start from home and a wearying journey
round the M25 and be greeted by “what do you think
about the article in today’s Times about the worsening
situation in Afghanistan?”. It was necessary to do the
homework!
The sharpness of Ann’s mind was also reflected in her
determination to master her new word processor at 90
years old. Sometimes her letters only had one or two
words on a page because she couldn’t work out how to
cancel the page break, but she persevered and
continued her correspondence with friends and
relations, and her personal hobby horses such as the
declining quality of print in the Times. And always her
sense of humour and interest in people kept her going.
When I saw Ann for the last time two weeks before she
died, the lively mind was still there, even though she
was physically weaker. We talked about her
grandparents’ home which she had visited as a young
girl, and we also talked about the problems of the credit
crunch. My abiding memory of this and all other visits
will be her positive welcome when we arrived, and the
sense of interest and fun in our conversations.
Jane Muir

Babs McWilliam
28th August 1918 - 19th January 2009
Babs was born in 1918 and lived in the village in the
same house, Clarkes, all of her life - that in itself must be
some sort of a record these days.
She was christened Ada Dorothea Marden but she hated
the name Ada and was always known as Babs. She had
been given the name Ada by her father George as it was
the name of his first wife who had died at quite a young
age. Babs’ mother was Mabel (a Tate by birth) George
and Mabel had two children; Babs and her younger
brother George Rex and they had a happy family life
growing up, although sadly George Marden died when
Babs was just five years old. Later on Babs’ mother,
Mabel, married a Mr Fred Fleming. She was close to her
stepfather and even took on the Fleming surname.
Babs grew up with her parents running the village
newsagents.. The shop was also a general stores and
had a newspaper delivery service to a large section of
the parish .Many people knew Flemings Stores as being
the focal point of the village in those days. However her
early years were struck with more tragedy when her
younger brother, Rex, succumbed to pneumonia. She
recalled the repeated visits by Dr Boxall to the house to
attempt to save her brother and how the grandfather
clock ticked away; after his death the family never wound

up the clock again. One forgets what a killer that illness
was before Penicillin was discovered .
Music was one of her many loves; she became a very
good pianist taught by her stepfather Mr Fleming. He
was the organist at Rudgwick church, and at that time the
village even had a Choral society, Babs’ stepfather was
their pianist and her house is still full of sheet music from
those early years .One of her other musical talents was
playing the clarinet, she used to belong to an all ladies
dance band, and doubled up on drums when required.
Babs mother Mabel had four brothers including Harold
Tate who apart from being the local builder was
bandmaster of Rudgwick’s Silver band, and also
choirmaster at Rudgwick church, Charley Tate, another
of her uncles, became a Bass Vicar Choral at St Pauls
Cathedral. Her grandfather was Verger and Sexton at the
church. In those earlier years she was in the church
choir, so always appreciated the choral music tradition
that her relations carried on.
Some of Babs’ fondest memories though were of the
times she enjoyed with her first cousin Margot, Harold
Tate’s daughter. She often recalled the good times they
had together growing up in a pre war Rudgwick; the
dances they attended, the cars they drove and the
mischief they got up to. She celebrated her 21st birthday
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with a party in the Jubilee Hall in August of 1939 just a
week before war was declared. She often recalled how
some of her friends were already in uniform at the party
and how it was the last time they were all together, life
was never quite the same again.
Her stepfather Fred Fleming died also in 1939 which
meant Babs and her mother had to take on the running of
the shop on their own. The first part of her day was
delivering the papers. They were collected from Rudgwick
station at a very early hour for delivery around the part of
the parish that was not covered by the paper boys’
rounds.
Babs’ shop duties during the war were followed by driving
a lorry for a company based in Shalford that produced
aircraft fuel tanks as part of the war effort; occasionally
she drove a taxi for the Cranleigh Motor company. Babs
always loved driving and was proud of her HGV licence ,
she recalled that her colleagues at the factory teased her
that they could hear her changing gear when leaving
Rudgwick in her lorry; I think that was very unfair as she
certainly could handle a car!
The combination of driving around the area in wartime
and running the shop meant that she could recall so much
of those years in vivid detail; she knew nearly everybody
in the village in every house (and often the name of their
dog, especially if they were fierce and a newspaper had
be delivered). She had such a vivid memory and could
recall which regiments were stationed at the local army
camps, the names of the commanding officers etc. Her
anecdotes about Rudgwick and family life during those
years were always interesting and usually funny. I
remember her talking of the Canadians stationed in the
village doing an exercise with the Home Guard. The
Home Guard were defending themselves against the
Canadians who were playing the enemy. However the
Home Guard was affronted when they were outwitted by
the Canadians who attacked them from the rear and
complained “it wasn’t fair, we didn’t see them coming ”.
Another story sticks out in my mind that she recalled from
those days. Babs explained once when she was driving
back from Horsham with Margot, after going to a dance,
they were giving a lift to Rudgwick’s police constable. At
the Home Guard check point in the village he decided to
test the security and hide in the back of the car. The men
on duty waved the girls through. However the men were
mortified when the policeman leapt out of the back of the
car exclaiming “I could have been Hitler himself!”
In 1947 Babs met Ronald McWilliam when she went to
get her ears syringed at Church Hill House surgery, he
was on duty as the new pharmacist to Dr Kelsey, it was
definitely not the most romantic meeting but two years
later, in1949, Babs married Ronnie. He was a keen
cricketer and for many years Babs was Rudgwick Cricket
club’s scorer. Her love of the game meant that she always
followed England’s efforts to win the Ashes. Ronnie had a
series of posts as a pharmacist around the area while
Babs and her mother ran the family shop. Ronnie became
the assistant scoutmaster to Rudgwick’s troop; Nicola
who was Babs and Ronnie’s only child was born in
1950. All was well with family life but in 1956 the family
house suffered a major fire that was so traumatic that
Babs always referred to life before the fire or after the fire.
The shop itself survived unscathed but a large part of the
house was burnt to the ground. The rebuilding of the

house was not without problems as the builder went
bankrupt during its reconstruction. Babs and her mother
continued to run the shop until Mrs Flemings death in
1972. Babs finally gave up running the shop herself in
1975 when her tenants Ruth and Marcel Laudet took
over the business. She was soon “re employed” by Geoff
and Muriel Humphrey at their grocery stores, that used to
be next to the Kings’s Head, she loved working there.
Our children could not have wished for a better
grandmother; they all remember being taken to Mrs
Randall’s play school in the Jubilee Hall, including those
little visits to the shops. Babs always followed with great
interest their achievements through their school years and
the development of their various talents. She was
especially proud of all our children singing in the church
choir and as the years passed all in turn singing the Once
in Royal solo at the Carol service. When we, as choir
members, were singing at one of the many weddings that
have taken place at this church Babs always liked, with
which ever grandchild she was in charge of at that time,
to walk up to the church to watch, she gained such
pleasure in such village events. Babs was also a member
of the WI for many years and took great pleasure in
writing their press reports.
She liked to attend the Rudgwick Preservation Societies
evening talks; one she particularly enjoyed was a talk on
the D Day landings and their effect on Sussex villages,
she was in her element, as she had such a vivid memory
of those times
These days of the internet everybody uses “Google to find
out information, in our family any historical information
about Rudgwick we used another G …Granny!I know her
knowledge will be sorely missed. Babs always wished she
had travelled more when she was younger. She had kept
in contact with her cousin Margot who had emigrated to
Australia in the 1950s and although she never made it out
there to visit on an aircraft she was fascinated with them,
and loved the local airshows and to visit Gatwick, just to
see the aircraft. She even had pleasure in just watching
them with her binoculars flying over Rudgwick
Babs in later years loved to watch the traction engines
making their way up to Rudgwick’s Steam Fair, she said
the sounds and smells always reminded her days of
meeting the morning trains at Rudgwick station when
picking up the daily papers.
Babs loved to watch wildlife too; her garden with its
sloping lawns often had visitors. She recounted that once
she witnessed a roe deer give birth to its fawn in her
paddock. She always wanted to stay living in her own
house and did remain independent as long as she stayed
in good health and was only admitted to Hospital a month
before she died; she had turned ninety last August. The
day before Babs passing we had been discussing cars,
aircraft emergencies (just after the Airbus ditching in the
Hudson) and of course dogs. Her mind was still so very
active.
It was rather fitting that as we left her bedside she settled
down to watch her favourite TV programme, Dad’s Army.
Malcolm Francis
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Leafless but Not Lifeless
Alan Siney
tax purposes, transferred to the Rape of Bramber, as
was the Parish of Slinfold. Because the forest had
been originally claimed by different outliers, so was
Rudgwick controlled by several manors until a few
dominated, but it was not until the late 19th and early
20th centuries that some Rudgwick landowners were
finally enfranchised from their manors by the payment
of a lump some to relieve them of manorial dues.

This ancient monument stands in Okehurst Road,
which was probably one of the old established
trackways formed during the earliest settlement of the
forest before Rudgwick had its own identity, when the
Saxon Manors clustered along the Downs and coastal
regions vied with each other to grab a piece of the
forest to make clearings for pasturage, and drove their
cattle northwards in the spring and back to their farms
in the autumn. These 'outliers' were an important
factor in their husbandry, as by putting their cattle out
to graze in remote regions during the summer months
it allowed the Downland farmers to preserve their hay
meadows for winter fodder.
Then came 1066 and all that. There could have been
a different outcome to the battle if Harold had
maintained good order and discipline in his ranks;
having repulsed the first assault his men charged
down on the Normans with fire in their bellies, and in
the disarray fell victims to the ranks of enemy archers.
This was to have a serious effect on the history of
Sussex which to a diminishing degree was to last for
most of the following millennium.
Over some parts of England the Saxon Lords were
allowed to keep their manors under Norman
subjugation, but not so in Sussex, which was to be
severely punished for hastily recruiting Sussex men
under their local lords and gather them for the battle.
The Saxon Lords were deposed, and the County
divided into six rapes, or strips running roughly north
and south, each with its castle and a share of
Downland and forest, and each given to one of
William's relatives. These Norman Lords imposed
their own manorial laws and customs more harshly
than most, long before common law was established or at least put into practise, and Sussex peasants in
particular were surfs bonded to their masters who had
the power of life or death over them. Rudgwick was in
the Rape of Arundel, but much later it was, for land-

After the Norman Conquest came relatively rapid
changes as people came in and formed settlements,
and the various rectories formed their ecclesiastical
parish boundaries, which for Rudgwick extended over
9sq miles or 22 sq km. The village started to form
along the rising strip of land contained between
Gravettes and Greathouse Hangers, and on its crest
was built the church, dominating the landscape. The
ecclesiastical parish boundaries did not necessarily
coincide with the later civil parish boundaries, which
had to be very clearly defined in the 16th century for
every household to be assessed to contribute to the
parish poor rate. The Council of Trent sat for many
years and amongst the issues was how better to suit
the needs of the people.
This increasing settlement of people had to keep in
step with increasing land clearance, and this land was
divided into holdings each with a capital farmstead
and controlled by the the Lord of the Manor that had
originally financed it. On the Subsidy Rolls of 1327,
which was a tax imposed by the newly crowned
Edward 3rd, twelve of Rudgwick's major landholders
were taxed, and every one of them can be identified
with property today and are given on the latest survey
map, they are:- Rico (Richard) atte Hurst Hurstlands, just off the Haven Road; Robto (Robert)
atte Aldrette and John atte Aldrette - Naldretts, for
over five centuries the Naldrett Estate reached out
across Rudgwick and into Slinfold; John de
Wodesham - Woodsomes Farm; Rico (Richard) de
Weihurst, Weyhurst Farm; Johne at Rugge - the old
name for Ridge Farm, by the county boundary near
Rowhook; Robto (Robert) Hornsele - Hornshill Farm;
John Watts - Watts Corner; Willmo (William?) Cosyn Cousins Farm, east of The Haven; Thom (Thomas) le
Mareschal - Marshalls Farm, near The Ship Inn; Rado
Burnel - Burnalls at Bucks Green, was later a
smallholding; and Gilbto (Gilbert) de Exfold and Rico
de Exfold — Exfold Farm. (The letter 'o' in first names
may have derived as an original abbreviating
symbol).(1) This shows that many of Rudgwick's
oldest farmhouses were in fact rebuilt on much earlier
farmsteads.
Many of the ancient trackways evolved into roads or
are now public footpaths and bridleways. With the
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enclosure of land, the trackways had to be ditched,
embanked, and fenced until the newly planted
hedgerows were sufficiently matured as cattle proof
barriers. Landholders planted these to leave a width,
so that roads were in fact swathes of common land for
all to freely use, and could contain and sustain herds
of driven cattle without having to enter enclosed land,
and thus was the rolling English road created by slow
evolvement, and not by the popularized rolling English
drunkard. The beaten track could veer to where the
way was best to avoid boggy bits and large oak trees.
The effect of this can still be seen by the roadside
hedgerows, if they are straight and regular it indicates
a stretch of later turnpike road, and if they are irregular
with varying widths of verge then this is indicative of
an old road, but one may have to look through a strip
of roadside trees to see the original field boundaries
beyond. Many of these old wide verges were taken by
later encroachments and enclosures, as they were for
about a mile along Loxwood Road with the 1851-54
enclosure of Tismans Common. In our locality today,
is a prime example of a region where we can see
ancient roads with their embankments in original form.
Take the footpath from Tismans and up through
Barnsfold where they splay out to Alfold and Loxwood,
and study the old enclosure banks along the sides:
they are upwards of about 25m wide, often much
wider, and occasionally opening out into greens. It is
clear that by blanking off a section of road, it provided
ample space for the largest herds to graze and rest up
overnight. In 1823, the traveller William Cobbett was
riding over the Wiltshire Downs near Cricklade, when
he met huge herds totalling about two thousand head
of cattle being driven from South Wales to Sussex
markets(2). By this time, what with land enclosures
and turnpike roads, the navigating skills of the head
drover must have been taxed to the limit to avoid
paying tolls, and this was the one of the remaining
areas to look for. (3)
This year sees two major centennial anniversaries;
firstly it is the 500th anniversary of the crowning of
Henry 8th upon which we cannot dwell; and of more
importance to Rudgwick, it is the bicentenary of the
opening of the Guildford and Horsham Turnpike Road,
which extended from the older turnpike road at Alfold

Crossways. Rudgwick, as with so many rural
communities, had to be entirely self-sufficient in its
needs with every type of local craftsmen. Villagers
could only get to Horsham via deviating muddy and
deeply rutted trackways often impassable except for
farm wagons being dragged through by teams of
oxen. These new roads meant that the old roads,
like those described, were continued in use only for
foot and horseback travellers taking a shorter route
and were retained as such. In the 19th century these
became to be generally known as ‘drovers roads’ and
‘green lanes’.
What about this old oak tree that started me off: we
don’t know if it was purposely planted as many of
them were, or of it was self seeded, but it was possibly
a Tudor Monarch that sat on the throne when it first
saw the light of day. Whilst it was growing it would
have heard the rhythmic beat of the mighty Dedisham
hammer reaching far across the countryside at night,
as its 7-8 hundredweight head flattened bars of
wrought iron, and during the Georgian period it was at
full maturity, followed by the Victorian when it was
shedding small branches on its outer extremities,
showing that it was gracefully accepting middle age by
reducing its commitments to producing new wood with
less leaf growth, and on throughout the 20th century,
forever shrinking until it stands as today, leafless but
not lifeless in providing habitat to the lowest order of
the food chain, which in turn attracts predators in its
own eco system. But it still stands with a heart of iron
and antlers reaching out defiantly, until it will inevitably
fall, and perforated by wood-boring insects allowing
the ingress of fungal spores it will crumble to dust and
give new earth for a succeeding generation; its cycle
complete and nature's intentions fulfilled.
References
(1) Sussex Record Society (SRS) Vol 10. Subsidy Rolls
1327.
(2) Alan Siney. ‘Welsh cattle at Horsham Market - why?
'Horsham Heritage Issue 1. Pubd by Horsham
Museum Society 2000. This paper explains why for
several centuries Welsh cattle were being driven to
Sussex markets.
(3) William Cobbett. 'Rural Rides' Vol 1. Pubd 1853.

The Bridges View
Malcolm Francis
I have had a good view of life around the station from
my vantage point for nearly 150 years since I was
built by skilled Victorian bricklayers. The teams of
labourers that worked on my railway line moved many
thousands of tons of earth as they cut through the
Sussex clay to level the track through the village. The
tunnel just to my north had been a major problem, the
original plan had been to dig a deep cutting but in the
end a tunnel had to be built. The local population
were very excited that Rudgwick was to have a

railway line, with predictions that the line would be
very busy. In fact it did not have a very good start as
the engineers made a mistake getting the gradients
correct. The Board of Trade would not issue a licence
until the gradient through the station was made less
steep The embankment to the south over the river
had to be raised, producing the bridge over the river
Arun has two spans built on top of each other, to
accommodate the new higher track bed. Trainloads of
slag had to be brought from the engine works at
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Brighton to help make up the large difference in height.
On the day that the line was opened I remember a lot
of people spent the day travelling backwards and
forwards all day as all travel was free. Some people
had never travelled much further than Guildford or
Horsham before in their life.
The years passed quickly with my station becoming a
busy place as the passenger and goods trains went
about their daily business. There was often a rush in
the morning as the farmers arrived with their churns for
the milk train. My sidings were always full of trucks;
goods had to be emptied within two days of arrival, if
not the recipient would be charged, so the sidings
were always full of activity. All heavy goods in those
days came into the village by rail and of course all the
coal; the local coal merchant - a Mr Hempstead in the
latter years of the line, preceded by a Mr Jim Francis had his office in the station yard. The sidings had a
small turntable to despatch the trucks to their correct
position. One day a truck that was being manhandled
escaped; luckily the points were set so that it only
made it down the siding that extended a few hundred
yards towards Slinfold.
Back in the days of horse drawn vehicles the village
had a pony and trap taxi service.
In the 1900s Mr Standing, who lived at the top of
Station road met every train. Local lads loved to hide
on the back of the trap to get a free ride up the hill; the
whip was used to drive them from their perch. In the
same era there was a flurry of activity when a rifle
range was opened close to the top of Station road; it
was squeezed in on the bank sloping down to the
railway sidings. A small general store was then opened
by a Mr Botting. Some years later, in the1920s, this

became two small banks - Barclays and Lloyds. Before
the Second World War a Mr Crummet opened a
garage alongside the buildings; which changed
ownership quite a few times. Road traffic that passed
over my span in those days was so much lighter that
my brickwork stood up very well. There was a plan to
electrify my line but this was shelved at the outbreak of
the Second World War and sadly 1965 saw the closure
of the line. There had been plans to reopen the track
under private ownership as the funding for its purchase
had been quickly raised but British Railways made
sure that all the infrastructure was removed within
weeks of the closure.
The station building soon became derelict; it was such
a sad sight from my view point. Soon it was
demolished to make way for a new Health Centre and
also two blocks of flats were built in the station yard.
My walls were now starting to crack because the clay
soil of Rudgwick became rather unstable; the very hot
weather in 1976 was blamed for the problems. It was
not long before some of the houses in the Marts, built
very close to my line, developed huge cracks; one of
the houses had to be demolished and rebuilt. . The
original Health Centre’s walls also cracked right
through the middle, which was one of the reasons why
it had to be replaced by a new building.
I have seen Station garage close and now I have are
a large block of flats as my new neighbours .The very
heavy lorries that pass over my span are causing more
cracks in my brickwork. I just wonder how the long it
will be before the unstable ground that surrounds me
will start to move towards the old goods yard; only time
will tell.

Sparrow Hawks
Eric Slade
Since the end of the last war sparrow hawks have gone from close to
extinction, due to DDT insecticides, to being quite common. Like
many other birds they are territorial. Their delicacy is the collared
dove and I have seen many taken close to where I live. Sadly, they
also pick off smaller birds from nut feeders in gardens. The female is
approximately twice the size of the male and both are very sleek with
bars running across their breasts and have yellow rings around their
eyes . Their flight is extremely fast and after the kill they pluck the
feathers from their prey using their powerful hooked beaks. You may
have seen a pile of feathers in your garden and wondered where they
came from, well probably the culprit was the sparrow hawk. I once
saw a sparrow hawk with a young shrieking song thrush in its talons
being pursued by the parent thrush. The sparrow hawk was flying
back to its nest with the baby bird to teach its’ offspring how to kill.
This may seem cruel but unfortunately it is part of nature.
Some years ago I drove home from work at lunch time to check on my
ornamental pheasants which I kept at the bottom of my garden. To
my astonishment, in one of the enclosures was a hawk. I took it back
to work with me and asked a colleague who was a falconer if he could
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identify it. He told me that it was a male sparrow hawk
and thought because it was so tame it had probably
escaped from captivity.
From time to time we see silhouettes on our lounge
window where a sparrow hawk has flown into it and on
one occasion we found a dead sparrow hawk
underneath the window, with a broken neck.
Quite recently, when we were having breakfast, we
looked up to see a male sparrow hawk perched on the
balcony railings, it sat there for several minutes giving
us time to observe its beautiful colouring.
In the last few months I have saved the lives of a
collared dove and a greater spotted woodpecker. The
collared dove had been knocked down in flight but as I
was close by the hawk kept its’ distance. The dove,
who probably couldn’t believe its’ luck scrambled

under my car to fly off safely later. The woodpecker
had also been knocked down in flight and stayed
dazed in the long grass. On both occasions I was able
to chase the hawk off.
I have noticed that after a sparrow hawk has made a
kill there is silence in the garden and it is some time
before the smaller birds make any movement or begin
to sing again. People worry that the sparrow hawk may
be killing off all the song birds but the RSPB state that
this is unlikely to happen as the number of hawks is
determined on the number of the smaller birds who
can hatch large clutches of eggs, sometimes as many
as 15. Deterring sparrow hawks will not stop them
hunting but will simply move the action elsewhere.
Rather than deter them, learn to admire their beauty
and skill, after all it is part of the natural world.

The House on the Hill
Roger Nash
We need to document the Victorian and Edwardian
legacy of Rudgwick. Work on our timber-framed
houses missed this period entirely, but it is
comparatively accessible history. The movement of
newly enriched families, often from London, to the
countryside of Surrey and Sussex was helped by the
coming of railways, which kept them in touch with
their families, business contacts and sources of
income in town, and often involving the upkeep of two
houses. The chosen location might have had superb
views, potential parkland, woodland for shooting, and
the opportunity to become owner and gentleman
farmer of a large estate.
Upper Hillhouse (now Rikkyo School), on the
Rudgwick Ridge, was acquired by Erwin Shumacher
in the 1890s, and renamed Pallinghurst Park. The
Schumacher’s were succeeded by the MacAndrew’s
in 1919, and they stayed until 1959. After a short
period as a residential hotel it was purchased by the
trustees of Rikkyo School, which, as its badge
declares, was founded in 1972. Pallinghurst, the
house, is in Rudgwick, but the County and Cranleigh
border passes through the grounds, along with the
modern Sussex Border Path.

Moses Place, or Upper Hillhouse, up to
1890
The farm at Pallinghurst Park was originally Moses
Place, also known as Upper Hillhouse (not to be
confused with Lower Hillhouse by the A281 opposite
Hillhouse Lane, or with Pallinghurst Farm, nearer
Alfold). It is likely the name was “Mose’s”. In 1696, a
settlement was made prior to the marriage of Thomas
Mose, cordwainer of Alfold, and Joan Stone, yeoman
of Cranleigh concerning land of 8 acres called Shrubs
in Alfold, abutting the king’s highway from Horsham to
Guildford (Hook Street). Thomas, the son of William

and Jane Mose, was born in Alfold in 1673, and died
there in 1741, leaving also a “cottage, with ground
and lands belonging, on the common or waste called
Exfold Wood in Rudgwick” It is likely the name Mose
was associated with Upper Hillhouse at a much
earlier date.
Mudge’s map of 1800 shows both Moses Place and
Hill Farm (Lower Hillhouse). The Rudgwick land tax
return for 1785 shows Hillhouse to be owned by John
and Sparkes Butcher, occupier John Knight. In 1806,
wealthy widow Martha Dear, gentlewoman of
Chichester, left Moses Place and (Lower) Hillhouse to
the beneficiaries of her will to pay numerous
annuities. Moses Place was then occupied by
Thomas Hoad, and Hillhouse by Thomas Elliott. In
the 1844 tithe map schedule, Moses Place was
owned by Edward Child, timber merchant of Slinfold,
occupied by Henry Young who had 27 acres. Henry
Young was aged about 65 in the 1841 census where
he is described as farmer at Hillhouse. Lower
Hillhouse was lived in by two families of agricultural
labourers, a pattern that persisted throughout the
century. Henry and his wife Sarah both died in 1844,
and were succeeded by a younger Henry Young,
previously farming Hookhurst, near Monkton Hook, in
1841, but he too soon died, leaving a widow Sarah
farming 80 acres in 1851 at “Moses Place or
Hillhouse”, “employing two men and her own boys” who were only aged 13, 11 and 7. Henry, not a son of
the older Henry, was probably related.
By 1861, Upper Hillhouse had also become the home
for a labouring family, that of 53 year old Phillip Hills,
followed in 1871 by labourer William Thayres, 61, and
in 1881 and 1891 by his widow and her sister.
Significantly in 1881, however, a young 22 year old
gamekeeper was lodging with them (and another at
Lower Hillhouse in 1891). The significance of these
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facts are made clearer by sale announcements in The
Times in 1864-5, the sale of the freehold, on behalf of
the executors of Thomas Langton, on 19 Aug 1864 of
“the Hill-house and Pallinghurst Farms, a valuable
and exceedingly compact freehold estate” of 234
acres. Thomas Langton, a farmer, lived at Dunsfold
Farm, Dunsfold in 1861. In 1841 he had been a
timber merchant in Wandsworth, Surrey. So it is
possible that Edward Child, timber merchant, had
sold to another timber merchant land which to the
present day is known for its timber cover. Not needing
the house, it was available for estate labourers.
The Guildford-Horsham turnpike (A281) ran right
through the property. Timber was a lucrative trade
with markets in urban development and railway
construction of Victorian England. Other timber
merchants, such as the Elliott’s at nearby Hornshill,
were active locally. Thomas Langton had joined two
farms which would have a common destiny right
through to 1959. His estate took two years to sell,
despite the imminent opening of nearby stations at
Rudgwick and Baynards. The notice of sale makes it
clear that a bailiff lived at Pallinghurst Farm, and that

Hillhouse itself was 132 acres in size, probably
having absorbed Lower Hillhouse and other parcels
south of the “high road”. The need for the next owner
to hire a gamekeeper is clear near the end of the
extract above. The agent’s description also shows
typical optimism that the new owner would wish to
erect a residence!
A huge estate of 1600 acres was being accumulated
by Jonah Ostler. Jonah was a Yorkshire-born
bachelor, who had made his fortune in the leather
business in Greenwich, presumably importing hides.
In 1871, he lived at Whites, now Whites Lea, near
where Hook Street meets the main road at Alfold
Crossways, but in the 1881 census he was renting
Loxwood House between Loxwood and Alfold, but he
died 1883. His executors offered the estate for sale in
The Times in 1883. To him Upper Hillhouse was just
an outlying part of an estate stretching from Loxwood
to Cranleigh. Why Jonah Ostler rented such a grand
property as Loxwood House, owned by the King’s, so
close to his own estate, in the final years of his life is
not known.

The advertisement above appeared in The Times in
1890. The 1883 sale never went through and John
Ostler, Jonah’s brother carried on until he too died.
Whites is the only lot to be described as having a
“capital residence”. The Rudgwick lots, Nos 2 and 4,
together are some 321 acres. The acreage with
Hillhouse had grown substantially again, as has that
with Pallinghurst Farm. How much of the estate
remained intact following the auction is difficult to say,
as is the name of any buyer or buyers.

Pallinghurst Park: Schumacher and
Ffennell, 1890-1919
In 1895 Erwin Schumacher was listed for the first time
in Kelly’s Directory at “Hillhouse Farm”, a crucial
piece of evidence. It is possible he purchased some
or most of the Ostler estate in 1890. In 1899, Kelly’s
refers to the property as “Pallinghurst Park”. Without
the ownership of Pallinghurst Farm it seems very
unlikely he would have chosen this name for his new
mansion at Hillhouse. In 1919, Schumacher’s estate
was 1364 acres, not quite as large as Ostler’s. The
evidence points to Pallinghurst Farm being “Home
Farm” both under Mr Ostler and Mr Schumacher; it
would remain so until the eventual break up of the
estate in 1959.
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were still in Bayswater in 1891 and 1901, but in
Rudgwick in 1911, when Erwin was 66. Still a general
merchant in 1891, by 1901 he was a merchant
banker, and in 1903 took British citizenship. He also
installed one of London’s first telephones, in 1888, No
7080, which later became PADdington 80.

So who were the Schumacher’s? Erwin Schumacher
was a German émigré born in 1845, the son of
August Theodore Schumacher, in the small baroque
town of Arolsen, west of Kassell in Hessen. Erwin
Albert Joseph Louis Phillipp Schumacher came to
England, in 1866 to open the London office of Wagau
& Co, which was fully functioning by 1870. He wasted
little time before marrying Lucy Harvey Ffennell in
1869 in St Giles District Middlesex. Remember her
surname for later.
In the 1871
census, Erwin, a
general
merchant, and
Lucy were living
at Queen’s
Gardens,
Bayswater. By
1881, they had
moved to No 55 in
upmarket
Porchester
Terrace,
Bayswater, which
remained their
London home
until 1911 when
they moved to 24
Princes Gate. In
1911 their
youngest
daughter Elsa
married Sir
Ernest Cochrane
and they moved
in to the family
home (see above for description 1926).
All six of Erwin and Lucy’s children were born in
London in the 1870s and 80s - Erwin, Raymond,
Gladys, Walter, Vera and Elsa. Pallinghurst was at
first their second home in the country. The family

At Pallinghurst, there was no telephone line whilst he
owned it. In 1901, Upper Hillhouse was home to two
families. A gardener lived in “Garden Lodge” (the old
farmhouse - called The Garden House today), and
another at Lower Hillhouse, but at Upper Hillhouse
was a “carpenter and electrician”. Now, electricians
were not that common in 1901, so this is significant. It
seems likely he was in charge of some important
work on the unfinished Pallinghurst, perhaps camped
out on site. Talking to Emily Harwood, the daughter of
a gamekeeper at Pallinghurst, who lived there as a
child in the 1930s, she confirms that the house had a
private generator, probably in use until after the war.
This may have been installed when the house was
new. 1903 is accepted as the likely date for
completion of the house. It was erected just to the
west of the old farmhouse, with the accompanying
stables built across the footprint of the farm buildings
to the east, thus maintaining the view over the Weald
from all three, yet on a level site. Warwick University
has records of Rugby builder J Parnell & Sons Ltd, in

which one of the undated documents is entitled “E.
Schumacher: House 4”
Some creative landscaping was necessary to make
the best of the south facing slope in front. The steep
walled kitchen garden must have been difficult to
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work, but rewarding in its southerly aspect. The
parkland was never large, consisting of an area to the
north and west of the house, and some newly planted
ornamental woodland that became known as The
Knob. Today many of the trees, planted perhaps by
those 1901 gardeners, have grown to hide the view of
the house from Tisman’s Common, but they do not
completely block the view out from the school
windows. The house facades, though extended by
Rikkyo School, otherwise look exactly as built,
interesting for their gables, corner panoramic
windows and balconies which make the most of the
view. It was a very modern house for its day, to quote
the sale catalogue of 1959, a ‘dignified medium sized
residence’. It had four reception rooms, six principal
bedrooms, and two single, together with two
bathrooms, with eight additional staff bedrooms. The
house was centrally heated. The front door on the
north side opens into a hall with a full height window
containing two large letter ‘S’s, and higher up an
unknown coat of arms. On the staircase is another,
very different, art deco window, of which the school is
very proud (see their website).
The stables are elegantly built around a courtyard,
with a clock tower over a water tank. Water was
provided by twin bore wells and pump near Lower
Hillhouse. Emily Harwood says there was sometimes
a problem with the flow but that attempts to dig a well
near the drive produced unpalatable water. The drive
was on the line of an existing track to the road, and a
lodge added. In the 1911 census Erwin, Lucy, Walter,
Vera and Elsa lived with them, had a live-in
household of 1 male and 7 female servants. There
must have been a substantial number of outdoor
workers, not to mention farm staff. By 1913 the name,
according to Kelly’s, was shortened to just
“Pallinghurst”, the address, as always, “Baynards”,
showing the key influence of the station.
The end of this era came in 1915. The death was
announced in The Times of “Erwin Albert JLP
Schumacher of 24 Princes Gate and Pallinghurst,
aged 71, funeral Alfold, thanksgiving service St Paul’s
Knightsbridge”. Later the newspaper tells us that in
his will he left £140,000 in property and approximately
£100,000 personally. This included £10,000 in trust to
his two sons Walter and Raymond for blood relatives
in need of support, and £10,000 in trust to his
children for up to 25 poor and deserving persons in
Great Britain or the German Empire. The
Schumacher grave in Alfold has sadly been removed
and is now an area of lawn. It created some mild
hostility when erected as the church authorities
forbad an upright cross on a German grave, so the
family had to make do with one lain flat. The ironwork
around the grave was said to be similar to that of the
gates at Pallinghurst (this according to Emily
Harwood, whose brother’s grave is nearby). The will
gives a small insight into the man himself, his
charitable nature. The war in 1914 would have been
hard on him, as it was for all Germans. Did it hasten
his death? I don’t know, but the name was the

problem and changing it the solution. But the will as
announced was premature.
Erwin Schumacher was a partner in the firm of
Wagau & Co. Wagau was a German trading
company founded in Moscow in 1839 by Maxim M
Wagau. Charles Vogan was a partner. Erwin’s sister
Ida (1824-72) married Charles, giving Erwin
Schumacher the opportunity to join what was an
exclusively family firm. The company began trading in
chemical and ‘colonial’ commodities, developing the
importation of Chinese tea via London, American
cotton, West Indian sugar, paper and wool from
England. Schumacher’s work in London was
therefore key to success. The company diversified as
Russia industrialised. Russia was expected to
become the largest market in the world. Numerous
other trading houses vied for a slice of the action.
Wagau himself had become an honorary Russian
citizen and married there. The company was so to
speak embedded in its hub locations. Schumacher,
as the 1901 census says, had grown the London
office into a merchant bank, with over £1m capital.
Wagau & Co had assets of $51.6m by 1914 and was
one of the leading financial and business concerns in
Russia. The company had a high profile in charitable
work. However there was a campaign during the war
against German companies and in the pogrom of
1915 the company offices in Moscow were destroyed.
After the October Revolution in 1917, the company
was nationalised and the German colony in Moscow
returned to Germany. From 1915, on the death of
Erwin, his youngest son Walter had become a
partner, so he had to shoulder the enormous
problems that resulted from the Revolution and its
aftermath. The rise of Wagau is dealt with online in
‘Merchant Enterprises in Britain from the Industrial
Revolution to World War 1’, S Chapman, CUP, 2003
(Google Books). A Russian web site was also
consulted in tyranslation.
In 1917, after all that had happened, The King himself
granted a royal license to Raymond Walter
Schumacher of Transvaal, S Africa, and Walter
Waldemar Schumacher of 24 Prince’s Gate London
SW and Pallinghurst, Baynards, Surrey to take their
mother’s name of Ffennell, and her arms, which the
announcement went on to say, she and they will use
from now on. Are these the arms in the window at
Pallinghurst? What was so unusual was the license
from the King. Most Germans made do with a Deed
Poll. One must assume that there were connections
to be tapped and favours sought. The king must have
been acutely aware of the sensitivities with regard to
both Germany and Russia, as his relatives were
more involved than anyone, and he himself had
changed his name that year.
The story of Schumacher’s children and the
MacAndrew years at Pallinghurst will follow in the
next Newsletter.
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Walks Programme - Summer 2009
All walks are on Tuesday evenings, are open to all and start at 7-00pm.

Thanks to Roger Nash for stepping in and organising 15 walks this year. Full details of the
walks are published in West Sussex Summer Walks & Rides, obtainable from libraries (e.g.
Billingshurst) at £1.50.The average walk is 4 miles in 2 hours. Put dogs on leads when
requested please. These walks are fun, and often end in the pub. Our thanks go yet again to
the Claytons for their kind permission for our annual pilgrimage to Baynards Station. Thanks
also to our excellent local pubs: please support them with your custom.
Tuesday
May 5th
May 12th
May 19th
May 26th
June 2nd
June 9th
June 16th
June 23rd
June 30th
July 7th
July 14th
July 21st
July 28th
Aug 4th
Aug 11th

Leader(s)
Starting at
David Buckley
The Fox (Bucks Green)
John Connold
The Sussex Oak (Warnham)
Roger Nash
Mucky Duck (Tismans Common)
John Connold
Whitehall lay-by (Cranleigh)
Geoff Ayres
The Blue Ship (The Haven)
Malcolm Francis
and Geoff Ayres
Kings Head (to Baynards stn.)
Bridget & David Cozens The Red Lyon (Slinfold)
Roger Nash
Onslow Arms (Loxwood)
Bridget & David Cozens Chequers (Rowhook)
Anne-Marie Nash
Dedisham Farm (A281)
Eric Slade
Kings Head (Church St.)
Bill Jarratt
Kings Head (Church St.)
Keith Linscott
Mucky Duck (Tismans Common)
Keith Linscott
The Blue Ship (The Haven)
Geoff Ayres
Pephurst lay-by (Loxwood Rd.)

Grid Ref TQ
078330
158337
067323
078380
084305
090343
118315
042312
122342
109329
090343
090343
067323
084305
056318

Please park considerately. At the Blue Ship & the Mucky Duck- park in the lane beyond the pub. At Rowhook the
parking is up the lane next to the pub not at the front. At the King’s Head use the far end of the car park. The
Whitehall lay-by is at the bottom of the dip before Cranleigh, on NE side of the B2128. At Dedisham Farm- park
as directed, on the grass verge near the bridge over the Arun. Take great care turning off A281; recommend you
approach entrance from E. At the Onslow Arms- use the Canal car park on the far side of the pub car park. The
Red Lyon at
Slinfold was
New!
previously called
The King’s Head
RPS Pre-Season Spring Flowers Walk
and the Village Inn.
Sunday, 19th April, 3.00 pm
Dogs will not be
allowed onto
2.5 miles, easy walk from Okewood Hill to the church in the woods. Meet on verge,
Baynards Station.
Honeywood Lane, junction with road to Walliswood. Park at Village Hall, or PunchGeoff Ayres

bowl Inn (if visiting, before or on return)
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