
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
The past year has rushed by and the Preservation Society
has not been idle. Gaskyns Pond has been a worthwhile
project and I am grateful to those, led by Leslie Hawkins,
who have been involved. Diana Chatwin's excel lent book
was launched on the 9th December, 1996, at Hope Farm
by kind permission of Brian Murgatroyd. Copies wil l  be on
sale at the AGM.

The Society has commented on approximately 92
planning applications in 1996. These have been mainly
uncontroversial alterat ions and extensions. Listed bui lding
consent is referred to Michael Rowan, County Architect
and Conservation Officer, who was our entertaining
speaker at the Autumn meeting last November. Detai led
planning permission has been applied for to convert The
Queen's Head, Bucks Green, into a residential dwell ing. l t
was bui l t  c1760, probably as an Inn from the beginning.
There is now an application to demolish Firsf ield, a
property situated behind Burnalls Cottage and Old Stores
Place, to be replaced by four large detached houses. We
have opposed this application as we did the proposals to
bui ld on land behind Snoxalls (L'Antico) and the Queens
Head. Judy Knights, our Secretary, works t irelessly on
planning matters and my thanks go to her and the other
members of the planning sub-committee.

Our President, Stan Smith, also works t irelessly although
he assures me he tr ies to reduce his work load! He has
done a detai led study into the Local Plan taking us up to
the year 2004 and the 3rd review of the West Sussex
County Counci l  Structure Plan up to 2011. This appears
later on in this newsletter with his comments on the Green
Paper issued by the Secretary of State for the
Environment which plans 4.4 mil l ion houses to be bui l t  in
this country in 20 years from 1996 to 2016.

I would l ike to thank the Committee who have al l
contributed to the smooth running of the Society. I would
l ike to mention in part icular Lesl ie Hawkins who edits the
newsletter without taking any credit for doing so. He is
always on the look-out for articles, so please contact him
on R 822967 if you have any ideas or know of a subject
that would be interesting to our members.

The Annual General Meeting takes place on Monday Apri l
28th, 1997, at the Rudgwick Hall ,  Bucks Green at 7.30
p.m. Our speaker wil l  be Steve Webster, Woodsmil l
Manager of the Sussex Wildl i fe Trust. He wil l  give an
illustrated talk on the work of the Trust. Everyone is
welcome.

Vanessa Lowndes

HOUSING IN RUDGWICK
In his report on the Public Local Inquiry into the Horsham
District Local Plan, the Inspector recommended that part
of Churchman's Meadow could be made avai lable for
housing development in the period to 2004. His
suggestion was for 35 houses ( including social units) on
the lower part of the site (about 1.6 hectares) and the
development of the remainder (about 1.2 hectares) as a
public open space. This proposal has not been approved
by the Distr ict Counci l  but ln an endeavour to refute the
need for further speculat ive development in Rudgwick,
The Preservation Society undertook a survey of new
housing development in Rudgwick ln the last 5 years or
so.

The result of this survey was somewhat surprising in that
i t  showed a net increase of over 90 dwell ings in this
period including a number of planning consents which had
sti l l  to be acted upon (e.g Talon Garage Site where
development has now commenced)

This total was made up an follows:-

New Development 72

Barn & Other Conversions 11

Outstanding consents 15

Total 98
Less exist ing dwell ings
demolished etc. 6

Net lncrease 92

This is a very substantial growth for a Village the size of
Rudgwick especial ly since the Distr ict Counci l  assured us
that the Foxholes development would meet the obl igation
of Rudgwick to provide major new housing for some
years to come.

Bob Sutton

DEVELOPMENT OF TIMBER FRAMED
BUILDINGS IN THE SUSSEX WEALD

The Architectural Heritage of RUDGWICK

By Diana Ghatwin

The Preservation Society Book has sold over 300
copies since its publication in December. lf you

haven't yet obtained your copy this can be bought
at the special members discount price of f13.96

from Roy Yates Books on Rudgwick 822299.

book will also be on sale at the Spring Meeting
on the 28th April.
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FUTURE PLANNING PROPOSALS
By Stan Smith

There are three important Development Plans to be
resolved for the period up to 2016.

1. THE LOCAL PLAN
lPeriod up to 20041
The Horsham District Local Plan was the subject of a
Public Local Inquiry held in November 1995. This was
then considered by an Inspector from the DOE , who took
almost the whole of 1996 to submit his recommendations.

The Planning and Development Committee wil l  consider
the report in March 1997 , and publish modifications in the
late Spring 1997 when representations wil l  be invited. As
far as Rudgwick is concerned, there are three
recommendations:-

a. Land at Bucks Green should be refused.

b. Rudgwick Metals and Windacres Farm also refused.

c. At Churchmans Meadow the Inspector recommended
I Al location of land to provide 35 dwell ings,

inc luding socia l  housing uni ts .
I  Provision of publ ic open space of about 3 acres.

There is a certain inconsistency in the lnspector 's Report
since commenting on b. reference is made to "the
incremental erosion of the character of the countryside".
Yet in c. the statement is made that this development wil l
cause "no signif icant harm to the character of the
surrounding countryside or the sett ing of the vi l lage". The
irony of these contradictory statements is that the two
sites are adjacent!

The fact is that over the past 40 years we have
experienced the slow but inexorable erosion of the
countryside in Rudgwick. We estimate that over the past
f ive years 92 new dwell ings have been bui l t  in the Parish
(see Bob Sutton's review on page 1) and with the
probabil i ty of another 35 on Churchmans Meadow, the
figure wil l  increase to 127.

2. STRUCTURE PLAN
(3rd Review for the period up to 20111
The West Sussex County Counci l  produced another
Development  Plan in  June 1996.  Al together ,  41,000
houses are planned for the period 1994-201 1. L,lost of
these have been al located, but an addit ional 2,300
dwell ings must be accommodated.

Much controversy wil l  ar ise as to how this can be
achieved - the easy option wil l  be a new sett lement - but
where? One can imagine the upheaval this would create
in the countryside with problems of infrastructure,
particularly for roads and all the services to sustain a
large sett lement on a green-f ield site.

The Third Review is being considered by a panel

consisting of a former county planning officer and an
lnspector. This is being held in Chichester and a f inal
report is expected in May. West Sussex will become a
test case for the Counties yet to be considered -
Cheshire, Devon, Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorset
Hertfordshire and Somerset. All are seeking reductions in
their al location by the DOE. In similar cases,
Bedfordshire, Berkshire and Kent all failed to persuade
the Department to allow them to build fewer houses. The
C.P.R.E. is leading the appeal for a reduction, led by Tony
Burton and Dr. Peter Brandon, representatives of the
Wildfowl Trust and the Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societ ies. The C.P.R.E. organised public meetings to alert
everyone to the dangers to the environment and
reproduced on page 3 is a fine explanatory map of sites
under threat.

3. GREEN PAPER ISSUED BY THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
(Household growth: where shal l  we l ive?
Per iod 1996 -  2016)
Mr. Gummer has forecast that we need 4.4 mil l ion more
households in the next 20 years. This is one mil l ion more
than is currently planned for and the increase would affect
every part of England. For example, more than 14,000
acres of rural Cambridgeshire could disappear by 2016.

In West Sussex. we can expect an increase of 10.8%.
The prospect is grim and to understand the projected
rates of urban growth 1991 -2016, an illustrative diagram
from the Times is reproduced on the next page.

UNRESOLVED PROBLEMS
Summary of serious matters inadequately addressed

A. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ln the Third Review much was writ ten about the ldea that
development must be sustainable" The principle was
conceived at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, and world
leaders agreed on an "Agenda 21" of practical measures
for achieving sustainable development international ly.
National and local governments are expected to include
this pol icy in future plans. P.P.G 12 refers to:-

"Government commitment to work towards sustainable
development" - without a precise definition. Many
attempts have been made to define the exact meaning of
this grand idea. l t  is impossible to quote them al l ,  but an
extract that appeals to conservationists is:

"Quali ty of l i fe and the interests of future generations are
valued above immediate consumption and economic
growth".

The Secretary of State for the Environment has described
it as enabling "Our economy to grow in a way that does
not cheat on our chi ldren." This ls imprecise and
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unhelpful.  More helpful is the conclusion in the Third
Review:

"For most kinds of act ivi ty covered by land use plans, the
aim must be to manage demand rather than simply to
provide for i t ."  The populat ion in West Sussex has
doubled since the end of World War 2 and had, in 1995,
reached the f igure of 731,500. Should this expansion be
allowed to continue much of the countryside in West
Sussex, which is part of our national heri tage, would
disappear.

B. WATER SUPPLIES

Experts in the Water Industry have stated that water
resources are so stretched that no more houses should
be bui l t  in the South and East of Bri tain. Ray Tennant,
Chairman of the Water Companies Associat ion, said that
the projected 4.4 mil l ion households could prove a
disaster in areas such as Hampshire, East & West
Sussex and Kent. He said "certainly in areas such as
East & West Sussex, we wil l  f ind i t  di f f icult  to supply new
townships." The Associat ion wil l  be objecting to future
schemes and is already holding urgent talks with county
planning chiefs across Southern England.

We in Rudgwick have been short of water for the past two
summers, and we have been warned that several dry
summers coupled with forecasts about global warming
will make water even more scarce.

C. THE MOTOR CAR - CAR 97

A debate has been launched over the future of motoring.
Today, as a General Election looms, CAR 97 has become
a problem for al l  part ies. Concerns about i l l -health caused
through pol lut ion, noise, nuisance and the destruction
caused through road bui lding and the relentless

i  - - 4

Reproduced from the Times January 1st 1997

consumption of natural resources have made transport a
major issue for the Mil lennium. Al l  part ies are agreed that
congestion is an increasing problem.

Rapid growth in motoring increased from 10 mil l ion in 1967
to 25 mi l l ion in  1997.  What  wi l l  be the posi t ion in  2007? t t  is
estimated that in 2025 there wil l  be 3 t imes the exist ing
traffic; a frightening prospect. The problem for Britain is that
mil l ions rely on the motor car because there is no viable
alternative and a solut ion must soon be found. Public
transport is in the hands of private companies and the
impression is that publ ic services are deteriorat ing. This
pressing problem is thrown into the debate about future
planning and cannot possibly be excluded from our plans
for the future.
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OBITUARY
'Tommy'  THOMPSON 1913 -  1997

ommy was born in Croydon on the 13th September
1913. He was educated at the John Ruskin School where
e was head boy. When he left school, he had wanted to

ome a sports teacher, but instead joined the Croydon
Company.

ommy was cal led up at  the beginning of  the 1939 -  45
ar  and jo ined the Royal  Navy as a s ignalman.  He

ed on the oldest destroyer in the Navy, H.M.S. Skate,
a North Atlantic convoy patrol.  On one occasiott

nother ship signal led "who are you?" and the Captain of
.M S.Skate ordered Tommy to signal back "Churchi l l 's

t  weapon!" He contracted rheumatic fever and when
e recovered, his sea duty had ended. Tommy was

to Fraserburgh Naval Base as a signalman and
nally to a cruiser at Portsmouth. He was de-mobbed in

1945 and returned to the Croydon/Coulsdon area and the
as Board.

ommy and Kay were married in 1942 and their daughter
ary was born while they were in Scotland. Their son
eter joined them after the war. Tommy retired in 1974
d he and Kay moved to the Marts in Rudgwick. He
rked for a while in Horsham and f inal ly ret ired after a

years.

rt  always played a big role in his l i fe. Tommy enjoyed
crt at School, he played cricket in the summer and

ockey in the winter He was a f ine cricketer and had a
nty tr ial  at Lords. When he arr ived in Rudgwick, he

became involved with the Cricket Club. He was a
ch respected and consistent umpire, treasurer and

ice-President. Tommy's knowledge and experience was
nvaluable especial ly to the younger members of the Club.
e served on the Committee of the Friendly Club and w
member of the Preservation Society from its inception.

ommy had a wonderful sense of humour, great integri ty
d warmth. He was a true gentleman and wil l  be greatly
ssed.

anessa Lowndes

FROM LITTLE ACORNS I I I I

Part Two By Alan Siney

Oak trees stand as a l iving testament of rural history,
being direci ly associated with land enclosures and road

building, since they were invariably planted or later
establ ished themselves in the hedgerows l ining the
enclosures or road. Not only are they of importance to
f ield studies of local history but they can also provide a
wide drversity of interest to the country lover-

An oak tree standing in a f ield is often a sign that i t  was
growing in a former hedgerow and where there are two or

more, especial ly i f  they appear to be al igned, then i t  is

almost certain that they did so. Sometimes these open
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oaks have what I  cal l  "a nice boot"; their root spread
stands high off the ground having previously grown in a
raised embankment.

Init ial ly, when open f ields and common land were enclosed
(mainly 200 - 350 years ago) the f ields created tended to
be small  with further sub-divisions. Whilst in some parts of
Britain one can see the effects of large parliamentary
enclosures, with their neatly squared off fields; the pattern
over most regions was of a patchwork of fields of all sizes
and nondescript shapes. l t  was inevitable therefore that
many hedgerows would later be removed but most of the
established oaks remained, perhaps out of reverence by
the landowner but more likely because the effort required
to uproot them was beyond the owner's normal endeavour
and that of his oxen. Such was not the case in the 1960's
and 70's when, in the rush to cash in on the European
Agricultural Pol icy, there was large scale destruction of
hedgerows and trees in an effort to increase the "wheat

mountain". Rudgwick however, being largely pastoral,  was
less affected by this policy than most.

Occasional ly one may see an ancient oak of large
proport ions which predates the land enclosures, and which
grew when the land was either held in common or as part

of the open f ield system. These are most l ikely to be found
within the demesne or approach of large old houses or
their si tes.

It  was common practice to plant oak sapl ings into the new
hawthorn hedges, and tenant farmers were often instructed
to do so. l t  is worth mentioning here that the English elm
used to prorride the most visible evidence of such activity,
but has sadly been wiped out by Dutch Elm disease and is
for many of us only a fading memory that used to be seen
in the rural landscape. This tal l ,  handsome tree, with i ts
tough, almost unspl i table, water resistant hardwood, which
was much favoured for use in water-mil ls, coff ins,
axle-naves and ships' keels, was to be seen in rows along
the hedgerows at equal spacings and, since i t  was
supplied by a nurseryman from a common stock, invariably
of similar size and height. I  arr ived in Rudgwick too late to

see i ts elms, but there is a row of stumps alongside the old
Alfold road, straddl ing the Parish boundary' by Lower
Barnsfold Cottage, and a solitary elm in the former
cousens f ield at the top of Lynwick street was a boundary
marker.

Many of our hedgerows are t ightly l ined with oak trees and
sometimes there are a few of obviously greater age, which
may be fair ly uniformly spaced. These older trees are most
l ikely to have been planted at the t ime of enclosure, whilst
as natural invasion is a slow process, the others wil l  al l  be

at different stages of development. An example of planted

oaks in Rudgwick stand beside the new housing
development on the site of the former Talon Garage. Here

the line has one or two gaps but otherwise the trees are
quite equally spaced and mostly display similar degrees of

die-back.

A large number of new tol l  roads was bui l t  from the mid
18th century through to the f irst quarter of the 19th century'
The turnpike trustees kept expenditure on land to a
minimum so, wherever possible, the new roads fol lowed
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the courses of old ones and general ly had narrower
verges. The verges themselves often provide a clue that
allows us to identify newer sections of road, but not
necessari ly, as some of the old wide verges have since
also been taken. The best evidence to differentiate the old
roads from newer sections comes from oak trees. lf a
hedgerow, or the oak trees that grow in it, l ine up on both
sides, at joining angles and crossing the road, i t  is a sign
that the road was built after the land was enclosed.
Similarly i f  edges of woodland l ine up at both sides of the
road i t  is a sign that a new road was cut through exist ing
woodland. The best indication, however, comes from oak
trees t ining the roads and an example can be seen on the
A281

The local section of this road was opened in 1809 as the
Alfold to Horsham Turnpike Road. From Alfold crossways
it followed the course of an old road as far as the junction

with Hil lhouse Lane, where one could turn left  or r ight on
roads which fol lowed the county boundary. (The r ight turn
by Lower Hil lhouse Farm no longer exists.) Along this
length of road one can see several oaks that are past
maturi ty, but from Hil lhouse Lane to Bucks Green the only
substantial oak stands close to the road on the south side,
nearly at the top of Hornshl l .  This tree l ined up with others
crossing the f ield opposite, of which only one youngish
tree remains but the others were drawn on the 1912
25-inch suryey, showing that this old tree did not grow by
the roadside but in a hedgerow that was cut through by
the new section of road over Hornshi l l .

Old maps show cottages that no longer exist, often they
were cheaply built in remote spots for agricultural
labourers. I have found the sites of several of these,
usually by studying the oak trees. l f  any are to be found
on the site they are usually small ,  but there are often
mature trees to be found in the fornner hedgerow surround
the curt i lage, often with signs of a ditch and embankment.

Those who are familiar with the walk from Barnsfold to
Monkton Hook will probably know the pretty little lake
close to the old road, by the site of the former Woodhouse
farm (not to be confused with "Woodlands" later "Bricki ln"

farm). This lake was excavated over the course of a small
stream, with the pond of the former farm lying a few yards
away on the other side of the track leading eastwards to
Tismans House. Down in the hol low at the water's edge is
a big, pol larded oak, i t 's massive boughs showing a
considerable degree of die-back. From it 's posit ion one
can tel l  that i t  has grown there since the lake was dug,
this tree must be at least three centuries old, so how old
is lake? l t  is definitely older than the tree and perhaps i t
was dug as a carp pond - there is nothing new about f ish
farming, monasteries and large houses have practised i t
since t ime immemorial.

Within the parish of Rudgwick we have a f ine example of
visible evidence of the connection between the land
enclosures and the presence or absence of oak trees in
the Loxwood Road and Tisman's Common area. From the
junction of the Loxwood Road at Bucks Green there are
no substantial roadside oaks for over a mile, as far as the
stream just past Arundene, where the verges widen out to
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old, enclosed f ields bordered by old oak trees This is due
to the 1851 Act of Enclosure, which removed the old wide
verges as far as the Tismans junction by Exfold Farm and
gave them to the adjoining freeholders. From there
onwards the road passed through common land, except for
the older enclosure of Motts. From the Tismans junction,
north westwards over Tismans crossroads and on to
Barnsfold once again there are no roadside oaks, but
converging on the road by the entrance to the house cal led
"Gravel Pits" is a beauti ful l ine of oaks, which once
separated the old enclosure of Moor field from the former
common. Continuing on up the f l int laid section of the old
Alfold Road to Lower Barnsfold Cottage one is again
passing through old enclosed land and the road is l ined
with oaks.

From Tismans crossroads to Hornshi l l  there are a few
immature trees as far as the vicinity of Weyhurst Copse,
and here older oaks mark the original enclosures held by
Weyhurst and Hornshi l l  farms. Going southwards from the
crossroads, towards the Mucky Duck, there are only a
couple of oaks in the hedgerow which separated the old
Moorland f ield from pig lane, at the point where i t  diverted
from its present course and curved up towards the
Tisman's entrance. There are no oaks on the western side
of the road and none along Barnsfold Lane. ln fact, one
can state without fear of contradiction, that within this area
there are no oaks of substance l ining any road that is
bordered by land affected by the 19th century enclosures
The mid-19th century landowners did not plant oaks in
their new hedgerows and fai led to endow the landscape
urith the characteristics of their forebears, and nowhere
else in the region can you f ind approximately two and a
half miles of country roads and lanes without a single
roadside or hedgerow oak.

Oak trees, with their degree of permanence, have
tradit ional ly been used as boundary markers and we are
hopeful ly about to embark on a scheme to mark the
County/Parish oaks along part of Rudgwick's northern
boundary. The 1840 tithe map gives very precise details of
the boundary, fol lowing the edges of woodland and f ield
division hedgerows. The 1912 2S-inch survey sheet
reveals that some of the boundary hedgerows were
subsequently removed, probably when the land was united
by the Lynwick Estate, but the oak trees that had grown in
them were left  as markers, each being defined and
annotated "oak" on a derivative map of the 1912 survey.

A check carr ied out last year discovered that, along a
stretch of open boundary from Wellgrove to Broomhali
Copse, to the west of the tunnel, only one oak rematned
out of the seven drawn on the 1912 map. To the east of
the tunnel, behind the brickworks quarry, four of the f ive
remain. An interesting point about these latter trees is that
the landowner was unaware that they were boundary
markers, as misinformation was given on the schedule and
descript ion of the 1922 Lynwick Estate, which has
apparently been perpetuated since.



STEAM RADIO
By Malcolm Francis
The reception of radio and television, now taken for

granted in Rudgwick, has not always been so good'

Radio technology did advance rapidly from the early days

of the 1920's crystal sets, and i t  was in the 1930',s that

there was a boom in the ownership of domestic radio sets'

Radio became the focal point of the family's attention,

especial ly in the dark days of the second world war, and I

think one forgets in this television age just how much

entertainment and companionship those old "steam radios"

brought. Many of us can remember older relat ions and

fr ienJs sit t ing by an open f ire l istening to their favourite

radio programmes, some of us even remember "Mrs

Dale's Diary"!

The domestic radios of this era were usually housed in a

large wooden cabinet, or one of that early plast ic - brown

Bakelite. some had "Art Noveau" or "Art Deco" speaker

gri l les, a sunbeam motif  being a favourite, and one

ionders now how much history was heard through those

dusty gr i l les

My parents'  radio was typical of this type, i t  was an HMV

lfiis 1ltaster's Voice) with its famous "listening dog"

emblem, and i ts reception was very poor in the evenings

with a lot of interference from overseas stations- To a child

this al l  added to the mystery, the glowing stat ion dials, the

frequent crackles and whist les and the magic of those

unfamil iar names: Hilversum, Droitwich, Prague and

Vatican.

This set ran on a mixture of batteries, one had to be

r e c h a r g e d a t t h e l o c a I g a r a g e i n B u c k s G r e e n , a n d l c a n
,e*emb"r seeing a little of line of these lead acid batteries

al l  being charged. ( l t  was not unti l  the late 1950's that the

whole o1 RrOg*ick had mains electr ici ty and, whilst small ,

dry battery, portable radios that used miniature valves

*"ru appearing, transistor radios did not come on to the

market unti l  the very late 1950's')

occasional ly my father and I visi ted the vi l lage's l i t t le radio

shop at the top of stat ion Road (you wil l  probably recal l

this as the former Hair and Body shop), which was run by

Mr Reg Luff.  Even then i t  was l ike a small  museum, with

faded curtains sagging across the plate glass windows,

and was ful l  of old radios wait ing to be repaired or

possibly, considering the layers of dust on them, simply

iorgotten. The introduction of "VHF", with its greatly

rmproved reception, in the later 50's suddenly made many

of these old radios redundant and no longer the valued
'fr iend' theY once had been.

Television, just a single BBC channel, started

transmissions just before the Second World War but this

was closed down for the duration and made l i t t le impact on

the rural, post-war, world of the village for some time after

restart ing, as sets were very expensive and unrel iable.

The f irst boom in television sales came in early 1953,

when everyone wanted a set for the coronation. Many

people bought their f i rst television at this t ime and, of
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course, invited all their less fortunate friends and
neighbours around to watch the great events on the tiny,

black and white screens. The average set of the day had

an 8-inch screen!

The mid-1950's saw the introduction of a second,
independent television stat ion, lTV, and there was
considerable status ( i f  you were 'keeping up with the
Jones') in having the new channel. (Though equally there
were certain people who claimed the intellectual
superiority of never watching it.) Reception of this new

channel involved having an addit ional box on the top of

the set, rather like a present day satellite receiver, and
also another aerial.

Rudgwick had a problem with reception for years, though
this was improved with the bui lding of the lsle of wight

transmitters. However, large aerial arrays festooned many

chimneys and the situation became worse with the

introduction of the 625-line system in 1964 in readiness for

colour broadcasting, which started 4 years later. Some wit

suggested that the horizontal 'toast rack' aerials were for

the comfort of birdsl (Do you remember the original BBC 2

logo - the kangaroo?)

The introduction of 625/BBC 2 caused another boom in

television sales, once again i t  was considered a status

symbol to be able to receive the new system, and many a

television engineer could feel himself turning grey with the

technical headaches of getting sets to receive both

systems.

Rudgwick now, in general,  has excel lent reception thanks

to the introduction of the Midhurst transmitter, an

autonratic station which faithfully repeats the
transmissions from the lsle of Wight. l ts mast was

original ly planned to be 200 ft .  higher, but this was turned

down by the planning authorities as it was a hazard to air

traffic.

The introduction of satellite television now gives anyone

who wishes an infinite choice of programme, but how far it

seems from an incident recalled by my father - an elderly
genileman, living in the adjoining parish of Loxwood, was

l istening to the chimes of Big Ben on his f irst radio. He

looked up the clock tower of the "big house"' Loxwood

chase, and was heard to say "They are slow by Loxwood

Chase clock ! "

Local Snippet
My father recalled a story that happened before the

second world war - cranleigh Fire Brigade had a new

set of hoses detivered to the Fire station, which were

loaded on to the fire engine ready for duty'

The first emergency call out following this was to a

rick that was on fire at Ellens Green. on arrival they

found that the new hoses were of the wrong sizel and

by the time they had returned to cranleigh for the old

ones the rick was no morc......

Malcolm Francis
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GASKYNS
i ESTATE

By Alan Siney
' ' . 1 _ J * -

Atan Siney has kindly made us a resin plaque to place on
one of the wittow frees around the pond. Alan has been
researching the history of the Gaskyns Esfafe and the
probable history of the Pond.

Gaskyns was part of the Naldrett Estate, whose roots in
Rudgwick went back to medieval times being centred on
Naldrett House or Naldrett Place, with lands that stretched
over much of the eastern part of Rudgwick and extended
into Slinfold. The male line died out with the death of
George Naldrett in 1778 and the estate passed to his
brother- in-law, James Piggott of Stedham and lping and
then to his son also James Piggott.  The Gardner and
Yeakell's map of 1795 depicts the farm as 'Gastons' with
three principal bui ldings.

Col. Mudge, the Royal Mil i tary Surveyor, who published

his three inch Board of Ordnance survey maps in 1811
from field surveys possibly taken around the turn of the
lgth century, also shows the farm with three principal
bui ldings, but annotates i t  as 'Gaskings Farm'. During this
period it remained in ownership of the Piggott Estates.

James Piggott died in 1822 with no male heir, and the
estate passed to his wife, who then proceeded to divide
the lands between their two daughters Emma and Jane in
a manner which i t  appears had already been planned by
their father and devised in his wil l  dated 1818. Gaskyns
init ial ly came to Jane Piggott,  as shown by an indenture of
1824, in which she is named as a joint party with Simon
Frazer Cooke her intended husband,who after marriage
changed his name to Piggott by deed pol l .  This indenture
names the farm as'Gestons'.

ln 1824 Emma Piggott married Edward Brice Bunny of
Newberry, and there was evidently further moves in the
partitioning of the Piggott estates, as the 1840 Rudgwick
ti the apport ionment schedule names Edward Brice Bunny
as the owner of 'Gastons and Hatches'. Hatches was a
small  holding in Lynwick Street where the old t imber
framed house of that name stands today. lt seems to have
been united with Gaskyns for a long period, as there are
ti t le deeds relat ing to'Hatchurst and Gaskens' 1618-1732
held in the Horsham Museum Archives. As a single
holding total l ing nearly 60 acres, their lands did meet on a
narrow front being squeezed on the north side by lands of
James Braby of Great House Farm, and on the south side
by lands of John Allberry of Snoxalls and Burnel ls and
Tanners.

As seen on the map it  was an arable holding typical of the
period with just a couple of acres of meadow on Knob Plat
to turn out the draught oxen, and perhaps a couple of
dairy cows for home use. Many fields were bordered by a
shaw, a strip of rough woodland which provided the farm
with firewood stakes, staves, faggots and fencing
materials etc. Note also the Osier beds along a roadside
strip of what is now the southeast side of Church Street
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down to around the junction with Gaskyns Close. This
group of cultivated willow often called 'Withies' was
specifically used for basket and furniture weaving. They
were grown on coppiced stools on rich wet agricultural
lowland and was probably kept damp by a ditch running
down the hi l l .  The stream was kept clear where i t  passed
through farmland, but the heavier woodland at the northern
side of Hanger Field and Knob Plat is largely unchanged
today, except of course for the railway cutting.

Towards the west at the top of the map, the continuous
l ine of f ield divisions running northwards from the Queens
Head follows the course of the public footpath through to
Canfield. It is to the west of this path that great changes
were made between 1840 and 1912, with the removal of
many hedgerows to form one field of 32 acres. This field
has been sub-divided by fencing but the divisions bear no
relat ion to the oak trees which mark the posit ion of the old
hedgerows. All of the land to the southwest side of the
railway was later to become part of Gaskyns Estate.

To the east of Church Street it can be seen that the post

war developments of Pathfield Road and Pathfield close
were aptly named, but do not be confused by the position
of Pond Field, as any f ield name was only unique to i t 's
par t icu lar  hold ings and 'Pond Fie ld 'was qui te  common.  In
1840 Gaskins Farm was occupied by Mary and Henry
Stanford who lived in the cottage at Hatches whtlst an
Edward Stanford occupied'Mil l  Fields'.



On June 18th 1930, the Gaskyns Estate with the house
and 207 acres was put up for auction at the Queens
Head in 26lots, and Mrs and Mrs Barker who had l ived
there since the late 1800's moved to Herefordshire. The
house with 47 acres was conveyed on the 20th April
1931 to Mr A.D.Sutton, who appears to have been a
mortgager and partner to Mr David Jamil ly who was of
colonial stock. Mr Jamil ly l ived in one part of the lodge
house whilst the house stood empty throughout the
1930's. Mrs 'Babs' McWil l iam remembers him and
Gaskyns very well ,  as she and a fr iend, a daughter of Mr
Jamil ly 's next door neighbour by the name of Penn, were
able to roam the grounds at wi l l .  She also remembers an
occasion when a party of Rudgwick Choristers travelled
to Herefordshire at the invitation of Mr and Mrs Barker to
s ing at  the i r  local  church.

Pennthorpe School was evacuated from Kent in the early
part of world war 2, and occupied the mill house at
Gibbons Mil l ,  whi lst Gaskyns was commandeered by the
army as a headquarters mostly for the Royal Horse
Artillery. After the war the school acquired the house with
part of the grounds from Mr Jamil ly, who retained parts of
the property for many years. An indenture dated 5th May
1963 conveyed a large part of the northern end of the
former gardens from David Jamilly's executors to
Croudace Ltd, and the bui lding of Gaskyns Close was
completed the following year.

Gaskyns Pond, now maintained under l icence from West
Sussex County Council by our society, was probably not
the old farm pond we thought it to be. lt was not shown on
the t i the map, nor given in the schedule as the usual ' farm

(or barn) yard and pond'. Being an arable holding the
water requirements at the farm would have been modest,
and the few cattle held would have had access to the
stream at the bottom end of Knob Plat. A later survey
shows a small pond in what had been the northwest
corner of Hog Pond Field, which could have been a run-off
from the stream. The pond was therefore most likely to
have been built as an ornamental lake when the present
Gaskyns House was bui l t  and i t 's gardens laid out
sometime in the latter half of the 19th century. Alongside
the pond, at it 's southeast corner, was a deep well which
may have been old and original.  This had a windpump
buil t  over i t  as shown on the 1912 survey which would
have pumped water to roof storage tanks in Gaskyns
House. The house was later supplied by the Hurtwood
Water Company, which is known to have laid on water to
many Rudgwick houses before 1922, but the windpump
seems to have been maintained unti l  the house had
electr ici ty instal led. By 1930 the windpump had been
replaced by an electric pump to fil l elevated tanks with the
well  water being used for garden and greenhouse use.
The 1912 survey sheet also shows another well  and small
pond about 30-40 yards north of the present pond.

Once again we have organised
a continous programme of
guided walks in Rudgwick
sponsored by the West Sussex
County Counci l .  Each Tuesday
at 7pm there wil l  be a walk
from the 6th May to the 5th
August. Ful l  detai ls of these
and other walks throughout the
County wil l  be in a booklet
publ ished by the WSCC at
50p. These wil l  be on sale at
our AGM on 28th Apri l .

These walks are not in anyway
strenuous and everyone is
invited to come along and
enjoy the countryside in good
company. Each walk takes
about 2 hours to complete and
covers nearly 4 miles.
* Please note: Geoff Ayres is
o rgan is ing  a7  m i le  wa lk  on
Wed n esd ay 23rd J u ly
meeting at 10.30am at
Pephurst Farm. Please bring
a packed lunch.

DA' I 'E LI iA DER ORGAN ISAT ION M EET IN  G  PO INT

M A Y  6 Dave Buckley RPC] The Fox Inrr

M A Y  1 3 Andrew Pye R P S Pephurst Farm

MAY 20 . ludy and Michael  Knigl t ts RPS Rear  o f  Mucky Duck

MAY 27 Wendy Bourne RPS The Fox lnn

. ITJNII 3 Geof l 'Ayres RPS Pephurst Farnr

. r [ JN l l 0 Malcolnr  l r rancis RI'S Kins.s Flead

. l t JN I r  l 7 Ilridget Pusey R P S Kings  l l ead

. l tJNt r  24 Stan Snr i th RI 'S Kinss llead

. f  tJ t_Y I Geoll 'Ayres R P S Kings [{ead

. r t J t_Y 8 Chr is  Jones Rudgwick Scouts Mucky Duck

. t tJLY l  5 l r r ic  Slade RPS Kings Head

ftlt,Y 22 Malcolm Francis RPS Kins.s Head

. l L J l . Y  2 3  *  1 0 . 3 0  a r n Gcol ' l 'Ayrcs RPS Pephurst Farnr

. r [ JLY  29 Mol l i e  Cheer l laven Society Blue Ship

Ar.J (itJ sr' 5 Susan  Bos tock R P S Linreburners I 'ub on B.2132
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