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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Perhaps more than anywhere else in the Country, the
South East is under enormous pressure for growth. The
channel ports along the South Coast, the recent opening
of the channel tunnel and the presence of a major airport
are among the many reasons why this County is
expected to take more than its fair share of growth and
development. The Department of Environment has an
overall strategy for development in the South East, the
so-called SERPLAN. The County Councils have prepared
County Structure Plans which have to accord with the
DoE plans for housing and infrastructure development. In
turn the District Councils have to prepare District Local
Plans to translate these requirements into detailed
proposats at a local level. The Horsham District Plan has
gone through a consultation stage and now has to be
subject to a public inquiry. The Inquiry has just started,
and because of the large number of objections, some
3,000 in all, is expected to last until December and cost
over f350,000.

The DoE's projected requirement, when brought down to
the local level dictates that Horsham District needs
thousands of new houses by the year 2004. Stan Smith
discusses this in more detail in the next column. However
much we may dislike it, the towns and villages in the
South East are under threat of huge expansion, and for
some the effect could totally alter their character. The
pressure on expanding existing villages could be relieved
by building a completely new town. Such a development
of some 5,000 residents has recently been proposed
either South West of Horsham or North of the District.
Needless to say this idea has met with the same hostility
as plans for the excessive development of existing
villages. This Society has never objected to development
for the sake of objection. Indeed we were broadly in
favour of the Foxholes development (although we don't
like the name !), because it helped to provide starter
homes for first time buyers, provided some additional
amenities in the centre of the village, and tidied up what
had become a derelict eyesore. Our purpose however is
to try to ensure that whatever development is necessary
does not spoil the character of the village, is
environmentally acceptable, in keeping with surrounding
appearance and does not create pressure for
infrastruct'ure development (major new roads for
example). With such huge pressure for development in
Sussex we will continue to fight for the preservation of
Rudgwick.

This my last newsletter as Chairman. I would therefore
like to take this opportunity to thank the Committee for
the tremendous support they have given me and for their
hard work in support of the Society. I look forward to
seeing you al l  at the AGM.

LESLIE HAWKINS
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Before considering the complicated decisions to be made
on Structure and Local Plans, reference must be made to
the U.N. Conference on Environment and Development at
Rio de Janeiro in 1992. Over 150 Nations ( including the
U.K.) signed up to Agenda 21. The new conception is
referred to as " sustainable development" in order to
ensure that the earth's non-renewable resources are
carefully controlled if the planet is to survive.

Agenda 21 requires that demands for fossil fuels e.g. coal,
oil, gas and other minerals should be reduced, and that
less pollution and waste should be created. There is
increasing concern over environmental problems such as
oil pollution. A local Agenda 21 for the County is to be
prepared in consultation with the Community. Little has
been achieved since the noble principles were formulated
in 1992. However, greater efforts are needed to stress the
urgent problems of pollution, energy, congestion, safety,
noise and protection of the landscape. An attempt to
address the new concept of "sustainable development"
must be a top priority and it is our duty to press those
responsible for carrying fonruard these initiatives.

Regarding future development, the DoE. sets the agenda.
There follows Serplan, a body responsible for deciding how
the requirements of the DoE. are allocated in the S.E.
Counties. WSCC. is then presented with the problem as to
how development is to be apportioned to the seven District
and Borough Councils. Finally, decisions are then made by
these local planning authorities finding themselves holding
a difficult balance between the various pressure groups.

All this is complicated by a new Structure Plan (dated Jan.
1995) overlapping the Horsham District Plan which is
currently being considered at a local Inquiry held on the
14th March, 1995. This being in response to the previous
Structure Plan of 1993. The current District Plan will
occupy the rest of 1995! Although the District is already
planning for thousands of new homes in the current District
Local Plan, the new Structure Plan (1995) outlines even
more for the period up to 2011. Commenting on the new
Structure Plan, Tony Curtis, Chief Planning Officer,
Horsham District Council has said:- "Despite the intention
to control housebuilding, there are stil l two options which
still involve an increase in housebuilding over that already
planned." These are:-

1. An extra 500 houses on green field sites.

2. Another 2,300 houses in a new settlement in the North
of the District linked with extra business development.

Two important questions must be answered:-
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a. ls option 2 linked with the possibility of second
mini-runway at Gatwick and

b. where are the possible sites?

Again Tony Curtis has warned that a major expansion of
Gatwick is a real threat. lf the new settlement was
planned, the environmental damage would be
incalculable, especially if l inked with the mini-runway at
Gatwick. The construction of a mini-ruinway within the
airport boundary instead of a second runway running
outside the existing airport may be a device whereby the
Department of Transport may overcome the legally
binding agreement between BAA. and the WSCC. not to
build a new runway before 2019.

How the DoE. calculates the need for the development of
thousands of houses in the South East is bewildering.
How it is possible to forecast housing needs up to 2011, in
a fast changing world, is absurd. Fast developing
technology indicates that whether in factory or office, job
losses are inevitable. The shedding of staff in banks,
insurance offices, building societies and factories are a
daily occurance. Apart from social housing, does the
increasing house-building programme therefore become
really necessary? This article is intended to outline the
social and environmental problems to be faced, with the
hope that everyone will become involved in these
challenging problems if we are to protect this part of the
Horsham District. We had 49 new dwellings (on a
greenfield site) imposed upon us in the current Local Plan.
Furether development in Rudgwick must be resisted if its
essential rural character is not to be permanently
damaged.

Final ly, the resignation of Sir John Banham, chairman of
the Local Government Commission, set up to review the
structure of local government is to be deplored. In a
personal statement when ordered a fresh review and as a
result of his surprise resignation, his reasons were quote:
"because I listened to the people rather than the
politicians with vested interests".

STAN SMITH

GATWICK AREA CONSERVATION
CAMPAIGN
Major comments from the last two GACC newsletters are:

1. By 1997-98 the number of night f l ights at Gatwick is
due to double compared with 1992-93

r The noise of aircraft taking off from Gatwick at
night is now less than in 1988. The noise of
landing aircraft has increased as more and larger
planes are used.

2. GACC opposes any new runway at Gatwick, wherever
located.

r On the existing runway, passenger throughput is
expected to grow from 20 million p.a. to 40 million.
A close parallel runway would take this figure to
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60 million, three times Gatwick's present size and
larger than Heathrow.

r New terminal and road building programmes,
extended airport retailing facilities and increased
road traffic would put huge pressure on the
countryside. GACC has criticised the Crawley
Borough Council Local Plan as being too
sympathetic to these proposals.

I lt is nonsense to have any expansion of Gatwick
or Heathrow while Stansted remains vrtually
empty.

3. The International Air Transport Association claims that
a million extra passengers generate up to 8,000 new jobs.

r On these figures, an extra full scale runway at
Gatwick would create a need for 350,000 new
houses on 135 square miles of countryside. How
many Horshams is that?

r A new runway is not necessary to provide
employment. On the airlines' figures, the forecast
of doubling of passenger throughput by 2010
would create 20,000 extra jobs at the airport and
full use of the existing runway would create
160,000 extra jobs in the wider Gatwick area.

4. Dr. Mawhinney, Secretary of State for Transport, said in
the House of Commons of February Znd. "l am asking
BAA to examine.... a close parallel runway for Gatwick."

r This appears to shift future responsibility for
development to BAA itself, with no consideration
of wider issues l ike: regional planning; environ-
mental issues; use of Stansted; the idea of a new
airport in the Thames estuary.

r The BAA study is expected to take 2-3 years.

5. GACC intends to keep up the pressure on night flights
and noise issues.

I Please support GACC's aims by writing to your
M.P. at the House of Commons London, SWlA
OAA.

JOHN COZENS

HOW TO REPLY TO PLANNING
APPLICATIONS
Horsham District Council gives publicity to planning
applications in various ways. ln addition to consulting
Parish Councils and other statutory consultees, such as
the Highway Authority, it arranges for a weekly list of all
applications to be published in the property section of the
West Sussex County Times. Nearby residents whom it is
considered would be materially affected by an application
are notified by letter and given 21 days to comment. Alos,
the District Council asks applicants to display a site
notice. For certain types of applications there is other
statutory publicity which has to be given.

The Council will take account of any comments received
within the stated period. However, it is important to know
that the District Council is not bound to decide
applications on the basis of the comments received. Also,
it must make its decision of planning matters alone. There
is Government guidance which says, for example, that



local opposition to a proposal is not in itself a ground for
refusing planning permission unless this is based on valid
planning reasons which can be substantiated. Similarly,
Councils are advised that the planning system does not
exist to protect the private interests of one person against
the activities of another.

Thus, the Council advises that relevant planning matters
include privacy, noise, design, traffic, access,
landscaping, effect on amenity, etc. Experience shows
that non-planning matters which are often raised include
loss of land or property value, land ownership, and the
"right to a view". Planning considerations do not include
matters covered under other controls, such as structural
matters, which are covered under the Building
Regulations.

People who wish to make comments should confine them
to planning matters and avoid introducing things which the
Council cannot take into account. The views of residents
are only one of a number of factors which the Council has
to consider. In view of the number of letters received on
planning applications, it is not possible to reply in detail to
all the points received. However, letter of representation
are acknowledged and writers are notified of the eventual
decision.

Before it can refuse plannning permission, the Council
must be satisfied that the application is demonstrably
harmful and that a refusal can be sustained. Sometimes, it
is able to cover points of concern by including conditions
on planning permissions, e.g. to achive landscaping or to
control hours of use. Also, during the processing of an
application, it may look for amendments to improve the
scheme. Therefore, if people to feel that it would be
possible for their objections to be overcome, this should
be made clear when writing to the Council.

The Planning Department can provide further advice and
for the Rudgwick area you should contact the Area 1
office on 01403 215165.

DOWNSLINK
A great deal of work has been carried out on this
important bridleway, improving the amenities to riders,
walkers and cyclists.

Apart from the clearing of encroaching trees and shrubs
and drainage work, there are now areas that have been
cleared where one can just sit and admire the surrounding
countryside.

The management and planning of this important work is
organised by our good friend Neil Mitchell the Countryside
Ranger.

However, this could not have been accomplished without
the dedicated work of the Cranleigh and District
Conservation Volunteers. We are greatly indebted to this
group, who have given up their weekends during the
Winter months. The benefits of their labour will be
appreciated in the Spring and Summer when we can
enjoy views of the Countryside and the wild flowers which
will regenerate in the many clearings.
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BRIDLEWAYS
In June 1994, I wrote to the County Council requesting
the reinstatement of Pensfold Lane (Blue Blob) and
Bowcroft Lane.

Both bridleways have deteriorated to a point where it is
dangerous to both rider s and walkers. Equally important
is the fact that they are the only two bridleways affording
direct access on to Downslink, our most important
bridleway. In mid February | received a telephone call
from Crispin Scott of the County Council, apologising for
the delay, but promising that both bridleways will be
reinstated after the 1st /april, 1995, when limited funds
will be made available.

STAN SMITH

THE LYNWNCK tr,SITAT"E
n the 8th of November 1922, the large Lynwick
te embracing 1042 acres situated in the parishes of

udgwick, Cranleigh, and Ewhurst, was sold in 45 lots
Messrs King and Chasemore at the Horsham Town

all, upon the death of the owner, Mr John Aungier. The
e catalogue of 59 pages gives a detailed description

f all the properties involved, and certain information to
eir titles.

o give a good initial idea of the extent of the former
ynwick Estate let us describe a roughly circular route

inning with the length of Church Street to Cox Green;
ce the road to Baynards with properties to the north

the road and around Baynards including Baynards
anor; from there around the lane passing the present
ranleigh Brickworks to it's junction with Knowle Lane

the holdings of Starvel, lvelle Farm, Shrubbs
arm, and the Inholms; from this junction southwards to

junction of Hillhouse Lane with the F281, and on to
mans Common crossroads including Aliblasters,

ornshill farm and Weyhurst farm; from the crossroads
to the junction with Loxwood Road including

and Little Exfold with 10 acres beyond; and
to Bucks Green and Watts Corner. Nearly all the

nd encompassed by this route which also included
ides Lynwick, Woodsomes Farm, Canfield farm,

reathouse farm and Buckhurst Farm, was part of
ynwick Estate.
'lfhe ahove fls a shont extraet
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WINTEB 19t4
By Malcolm Fruncis
A cold winters morning; on waking I always looked for the
tell tale reflection of snow on the bedroom curtains; yes it
had snowed heavily in the night! and large flakes were stil l
falling from a leaden sky. There were ice patterns inside
my bedroom window, always known as "Jack Frost", my
parent's house had no central heating and not a lot of
insulat ion.

I dressed in a hurry and then rushed to the kitchen to
warm up by the kitchen range, there was a large kettle
singing on top of a roaring primus stove, steam
condensing on the icy windows.

The snow had drifted against the kitchen door, our tabby
cat ventured through the drft, half disappearing as it
sought shelter under an ice covered Evergreen. The snow
had to be tested, was it good for snow balls, did it bind,
was there time to build a snowman?

All too soon it was time for school, my friends appeared,
dressed for the long trudge to school at Bucks Green, not
a day by bicycles. Lynwick Street was covered in deep
snow, with only a couple of tracks cut by a car that had
given up trying to climb the hill at the top. Rudgwick did
not get the efficient gritting service that we expect today, it
was always the topic of conversation, "the village has
been forgotten, Surrey has had the gritter out in Cox
Green, but they don't come into Sussex!"

The local "Up" train could be heard clanking into
Rudgwick Station, always full at that time of day with
London bound commuters. A few minutes later the
engine, with its little collection of carriages, puffed rapidly
as it lost grip on the icy rails, the gradient out of the
station was always a problem. Finally it found enough
traction to start, it's slow progress being marked by a long
trail of white smoke and steam as it disappeared into the
cutting by Greathouse Farm.

We made slow progress, drifts had to be walked through,
snowballs thrown. An icy wind was whistling through the
telephone wires, the while insulators looking grey against
their snow capping.

The old cottages that we passed, looked very picturesque,
their roofs piled high with snow (but they were a problem
to heat, central heating being rare, and no mains
electricity).

It was easy to lose track of time, but the distant sound of
the school bell ringing from it's tower sent us hurrying.
Soon the cloakroom was full of snowy boots, puddles
forming on the polished tiles, large hot radiators were
warming cold hands and wet gloves.

The rear sloping playground already had its snow turned
into a glassy slide as dozens of boys slid down to a
perimeter wall, before running to the top of the queue to
wait their turn. The fund was sometimes cut short by the
arrival of salt.

The school day seemed too long, snow was stil l gently
falling; as the roof of the school warmed, snow slid off the
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large slates in small avalanches. At last it was home time.
The sun looked very red as it set over the roofs of
Tismans Common; we set off in a small group up Lynwick
Street, not much traffic had passed, there were fresh
rabbit tracks and signs that a hungry fox had been on
patrol.

The railway bridge had now a frozen crust of ice mixed
with the soot of the days trains, no good for snowballs.

The top of the Church tower seemed copper coloured in
the dying light, ice was reforming, it was teatime.

A PALLTNqHA&ST
QOVNTBY qAL
?att of the Ghil,dhood {toty of Veru
tonet, abcfiacted ftom the otiginal by
John Qozenc.
Vera was the second youngest of the six children of Jesse
and Lucy Wait. Jesse worked as a farm labourer for Mr
MacAndrew of Pallinghurst House, now the Rikkyo
School, whose estate stretched from the Rudgwick/
Loxwood area to Cranleigh. In 1928, when she was a year
old, the family moved from Ellens Green to Brickkiln Farm,
near Tisman's Common, where she spent her chi ldhood.

Now only a pile of stones remains of the home that had a
boys' bedroom, a girls' and one for their parents, as well
as a scullery, a best sitting room and huge living room
that contained the cooking range. The place of the
missing bathroom was supplied by an old tin bath, kept
outside, and a privy at the end of the garden. The house,
of course, lacked both mains water and electrici$ but had
a well in the garden that also supplied Mr Buckman in
nearby 'Keeper's Cottage', who carried water in two
buckets on a yoke across his shoulders. Paraffin for
lamps and batteries and accumulators for the wireless had
to be fetched from Bucks Green garage. Vera vividly
remembers 'Lord Haw Haw', the traitor William Joyce,
telling about the building of Dunsfold Aerodrome through
the crackling reception.

Raising six children on a farm labourer's wage was not
easy and all the management of home and money fell to
Lucy. The house came free, as did milk from the cows
Jesse milked at Chill Beans farm and the rabbits that it
was his job to catch. Vegetables came from the garden in
season and tomatoes from Mr. Stevens' greenhouses
near'The Cricketers', now 'The Mucky Duck'. Some of the
milk went into rich milk puddings, while its cream was
made into butter by the children. Steak and kidney
puddings and bacon puddings varied the menu and the
family, though poor, was well fed and healthy.

Domestic chores determined the pattern of the week.
Monday was washing day, when Lucy stoked the scullery
copper very early and was st i l l  hard at i t  at 4.1Sp.m. when
the children came home from school to cold meat from



Sunday and bubble and squeak. Tuesday was ironing
day, when she put a thick blanket topped by a clean
sheet on the big kitchen table and used flat irons
heated on the red-hot cinders of the range.

Lucy and Jesse both worked hard. After his week's
labouring for Mr. MacAndrew, Jesse wold garden on
Saturday afternoons for the Greek Papperitas family,
who lived in a quaint cottage on one of the lanes
leading to Tisman's Common, and in the spring he did
copse cutting at the weekend, selling the sticks to Mr.
Weston, a wood merchant from Epsom. Even the
labrador and Jack Russell dogs used for rabbiting were
bred by him for the estate. Some years later, after a
serious accident at home, Jesse was sacked from the
Pallinghurst estate and took a lighter job with Mrs.
Turpin, so the family moved to Heartfoldswood
Cottages.

The family's shopping was largely done in Rudgwick.
Each Saturday, Lucy ancj the children walked three
miles each way to Mr. Burchmore's grocery shop in
Church Street but bread was delivered by the Loxwood
Cokelers' store to Mrs. Bachelor at lvyhurst Cottage,
near Pephurst, and collected by the children. By the
time they got it home, most of the delicious crust had
disappeared. Half a crown (12 1l2p) a week paid to
Vera's Aunt Mabel in Bucks Green, whence the coal
merchant collected it, paid the family's coal bill,
although the fuel could be delivered only during the
summer, when the lanes to Brickkiln Farm were not too
muddy. Fish and chips were bought from Mr Knapman's
shop in Bucks Green every Friday or Saturday and on
Christmas Eve he delivered the fruit and nuts for which
Lucy had paid into his Christmas Club.

As Mr MacAndrew gave no Christmas boxes to his
employees, Jesse happily helped himself to two of his
employer's pheasants for Christmas lunch, birds so
unknown to one Christmas guest of Vera's that she
described them as'turkeys', another bird with which
she was obviously not familiar.

After Christmas came primrose time, mushroom time,
haying time, harvest time and backberry time. Haying
and harvest saw all the estate workers working
together, even Howard Kingshott, the thatcher, being
needed to thatch the ricks. Mushrooms were picked
from Sa.m. and taken to the London markets by Mr.
Francis, the carrier from Bucks Green. The baskets
were returned next evening for use the next day.

Vera attended Rudgwick School, then at Bucks Green,
where the Headmaster was Mr. Bacon, naturally known
as 'Rashers' to his pupils. The other teachers were Mrs.
Hearsman, Miss Simmonds and Miss Francis, who left
to get married. She was replaced by Miss Tuff, then a
pupil teacher, whose parents kept a shop at Tisman's
Common and who walked all the footpaths on the
Pallinghurst estate to keep them open.

Each morning, at7.45 by the Loxwood House clock, the
Wait children left for school, each with a penny to spend
at the shop kept by the Botting family near the Fox lnn.
On her first day at school, Vera fell, cut her chin and
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had to be patched up by the village nurse, who lived
next to the Bucks Green garage. lt was Mrs. Botting who
lent her sisters the old pram in which they wheeled her
home.

The schoolchildren had to take sandwiches for lunch
until Mrs. Bacon began to cook mid-day meals at 1/3
(about 6p) a week. Vera's mother must have been an
excellent manager to provide 1/3 a week plus 1d a day
for each of her children.

Among the highlights of the school year in those pre-war
days were Empire Day, with patriotic songs in the
playground and a half day off; the Sports Day held in the
grounds of Gaskins, now Pennthorpe School, and
Armistice Day, with its service and two minutes' silence.
On a few Saturday mornings, Vera remembers, there
were cookery lessons at Aliblasters, taken by Colonel
Hemley's cook.

The Wait children regularly attended the little church at
Tisman's Common, where Mr. Campbell, the curate,
took all the services and the Sunday School. On
Saturday mornings, stil l in his long black robes, he led
the children on exciting expeditions like crossing Hyes
lakes on a raft made of planks and beer barrels.
'Over-familiarity' with the children lost the curate his job.
No one bothered to find our from the children that none
of them had every been touched.

Vera's childhood, happy if poor, as it was, ended in
1942, when she was 14 and went to work as an
underhousemaid for Mrs. McBain at Lakers Lodge tor 4l-
(20p) a week, living in, with a half day off a fortnight.
After 18 months she went to the Burnleigh Guest House
at Loxwood for f 1 a week, living in, to work for Mrs.
Kennard. Now she takes her grandchildren to the pile of
stones that was Brickkiln Farm and explains to them
some of the differences between their childhood and
hers.

THE MVSTEBV OF
BUDQWIQK qnd
DgAq0NFLTES
Two chott atticlet ftom Horcham
Museum
Rudgwick, a small village that nestles along the border
of Sussex and Surrey has a mystery. This mystery
involves no murder, no barbarous act, but it does
involve the Church, taxes and property. lt also involves,
one of this county's and country's foremost dealers in
documents and ephemera who happens to live in
Rusper. The mystery revolves around a handwritten 144
page folio document titled "Reference to the Map
Rudgwick Sussex".

Recently Mr Derek V/hite of Rusper, a collector and
international dealer in documents and ephemera rang
Horsham District Council's Horsham Museum and
asked if we would be interested in the Reference book
to the Tithe Map of Rudgwick. Unfortunately there is no



map that goes with the book. The Museum was very keen
to acquire such an important document for Rudgwick,
(which lies in part of Horsham's district,) because it can tell
the local historian who owned what land in the early
Victorian period. In 1836 the Tithe Commutation Act was
passed. Before this date the Church was entitled to one
tenth of all produce from farmed land. With the passing of
the act detailed and accurate maps had to be drawn up
and with each map Tithe Commissioners recorded in TWO

books the acreage of the land. One copy of the map and

the book went to the Parish authorities and one stayed
with the Tithe Commissioners. West Sussex Records
Office now has both books and maps. The Mystery is why

was this third copy made? As it is written down on official
paper, it must have been made by the Commissioners, but
for Whom and Why? Who in Rudgwick wanted this book
and for what purpose? Another interesting point is that
who ever owned the book wrote extensive comments in
pencil in the margins, describing where certain fields lay.

The book contains a wealth of information, difficult to get

elsewhere. For example, it l ists the land owned by the
Duke of Norfolk, (some 338 acres, 2 rods and 6 perches),

whilst the Canal Company owned 5 acres, 1 rod and 10
perches. The book can help local historians visualise a
landscape under change, for by 1850, some 14 years

later, half the population in Britian lived in cities.

This intriguing and interesting document is available by
appointment to interested visitors, as is the Tithe
Reference Book for Horsham at Horsham Museum.

IM?OBTANT
DISCOVEEIES AT
BUDqWTCK BSTCKWOBKS
TEESADq'VTCK DINOSAAB
From time to time interesting fossils and other remains are
found in our local brickworks. Because they realise these
"finds" may be important they are carefully stored,
awaiting evaluation. Nothing unusual had been
discovered, but in 1985 large bones were found by
workmen and Morris Zdzalek (works engineer) and Sylvia
Standing both keen archaeologists carefully excavated the
remains. At first they thought it to be an lguanadon, a
common type of dinosaur in the Horsham area, although
because of it 's unusual structure and size they believed it
to be the remains of a Polacanthus. Alan Charing a
leading dinosaur expert at the Natural History Museum
confirmed that their hunch was right and confirmed that it
was a Polacanthus. Subsequently Bill Blows, an lecturer
in Biological Sciences at St. Bartholomews College of
Nursing, a recognised dinosaur expert, subjected the
bones to exhaustive tests and once again recognised the
bones to be that of a Polacanthus.

The importance of this discovery is that there are only two
other unconfirmed dinosaurs of this species to be found
anywhere else in the world, both in the United States. This
species roamed the earth about 100 million years ago.
The bones at the moment are in the Natural History
Museum.

. .: 
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artist" t-p."="ion of a Polocanthus (foreground). The fossilised remains of this new species, which lived

100 mil l ion years dgo, was found in Rudgwick Brickworks in July 1985.
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THE D&AqONFLTES
WITH NO NAME !!
Around 130 mil l ion years ago, when the Dinosaurs
ruled the world, there were two dragonflies. They, as
dragonflies do now, flittered around the lake shore that
lay where Horsham is today. These dragonflies had no
name; they were just dragonflies pure and simple,
although bigger than British dragonflies of today. Then
one day disaster struck; they died and were buried
amongst the soft silts of the lake bottom. 130 million
years later, they were discovered while the ancient silt
was being excavated for brickmaking, and were given
to Horsham Museum, where they are currently on
display. Sti l l  they had no name, but now they do, thanks
to the research work of Dr. Edmund Jazembowski of
Brighton. They are called after the discoverers, Mrs
Sylvia Standing of Spencers Road, Horsham and Mr
Morris Zdrzalek of Rudgwick Brickworks. These very
rare and, as far as we know, unique dragonflies are
now world-famous, for the journal, Proceedings of the
Geologists' Association has just published Dr
Jazembowski's article called "Fossil dragonflies in
Horsham Museum".

What's so important about that? For a start, how would
you like not to have a name? To give a name to
something means that the item can be recognised
again. With these dragonflies, scientists and
palaeontologists who might find a similar dragonfly can
check with the real thing, on display at Horsham District
Counci l 's Horsham Museum.

So what are the names? Unfortunately they are not in
English, as Latin is the international language of
scientists. So, not Mrs Standing, but Libellulium
standingae, and it's not Mr Zdzalek, but Libellulium
zdzaleki.

These very important dragonflies are on permanent
display in Horsham District Council's Horsham
Museum, open Tuesday to Saturday, 10am - 5 pm.
Admission free.

Dr Edmund Jazembowski can be contacted via
Horsham Museum.

A CHILD'S WABTIME:
Memotiec o( Veta Jonec
absfiaGted ftom the otiginal, by
J ohn Q ozens
Vera was born in 1927 and, inevitably, the second
world war loomed large in her life. On a personal level,
Vera's brothers fought in the war. Harold, her second
brother, in civilian life a gamekeeper to Mr. Wilson at
Lakers Lodge, went to France with the British
Expeditionary Force in 1940 and escaped from Dunkirk.

She remembers the morning her mother showed her
Harold asleep in the bed after his safe return.

For much of the war, Vera's brothers' bedroom was
occupied by evacuees from Peckham, South London.
There were two related mothers, each with two children.
The London children understood little about animals and
the countryside. One of the young boys dashed into the
house one morning saying, "Mrs. Wait, one of your cats
has fallen to pieces." Inspection of the woodshed revealed
that the animal had actually had kittens.

Some city habits had their advantages, even in the
countryside. During the lunchtime, the London children
would pick primroses from the woods opposite the school
and sell them for a penny a bunch. Local children could not
understand people buying wild flowers they could have
picked themselves but wished they had thought of it first
when the trade flourished.

The influx of Peckham children was too big for the school
building so in the mornings the locals used the school and
the evacuees the Working Men's Club at Bucks Green. ln
the afternoons the position was reversed. One of the
evacuee families, the Linscotts, took over Brookkiln Farm
in 1944 when, following a serious accident, Vera's father
was dismissed from his position on the Pallinghurst estate
and Mr. Linscott began to work there.

The evacuees were not the only strangers in the area. One
day when Vera and her sisters were on the way home they
were stopped by a lady on a bicycle, who asked them
about their brothers. They hurried home to tell their mother
they had met a fifth columnist. \Men asked how they'd
recognised the lady as one, they replied, "Well, because
we didn't know her."

One sad wartime incident was the bombing by a German
plane of a train on the Guildford to Horsham railway line.
Many local people were on the train and amongst those
most seriously injured were Vita (Rita) Papperitas, a
daughter of the Greek family at Tisman's Common, and
the daughter of Mr. Bacon, Headmaster of the village
school.

For most families, the war brought major changes to their
day to day routine. Mr McBain of Lakers Lodge was in
charge of the Home Guard, in which Vera's father served,
and through that connection she obtained a job in the
Lodge as under housemaid at 4l- (20p) a week, living in.
Because of the war, all eight servants were women and the
head house parlourmaid, Alice, was conscripted into the
Women's Land Army.

One family in Tisman's Common, the Streets, attended the
Plymouth Brethren chapel in Lynwick Street and were
registered as consciencious objectors. Vera's family and
others felt it unfair that their menfolk were fighting to
protect the objectors as well, although they were a
pleasant family to talk to. Granny Street briefly kept a
sweetshop in her house towards the top of Foxhill.

Vera had been a 12-year-old schoolgirl when the war
started. When it ended, she was 18, with her adult life
ahead of her.
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GUIDED WALKS PROGRAMME - 1995

The foltowing programme of walks has been arranged for 1995. There is

a walk every week from May 9th to July 25th. All walks start at 7pm,
except for the 23rd Julv which starts at 10.30 am.

Mav 9th David Buckley Rudgwick Parish
Council

The Fox, Bucks
Green

May 16th Michael and Judy
Knights

Rudgwick
Preservation
Society

Muclqy Duck,
Tismans Common

May 23rd Paul Frenchum RPS Kings Head,
Rudgwick

Mav 30th Bridget Pusey RPS Kings Head,
Rudgwick

June 6th WendY Bourne RPS Playing Fields'
Bucks Green

June 13th Malcolm Francis RPS Kings Head,
Rudgwick

June 20th Stan Smith RPS Kings Head,
Rudgwick

June 27th Geoff Ayres RPS Pephurst Farm,
Loxwood Road

Julv 4th Chris Jones lst Rudgwick
Scouts

Muclry Duck,
Tismans Common

July llth Malcolm Francis RPS Kings Head,
Rudgwick

JulY L8th John Parker RPS Haven Road

July 23rd Geoff Ayres RPS Pephurst Farm,
Loxwood Road

July 25th Mollie Cheer Haven
Preseruation
Society

Blue Ship, The
Haven
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