
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Our thanks are due to Catchpole's who, following the trend
set by Rudgwick Brickworks, have sponsored this issue.
The committee hopes very much that sponsors receive
benefit from this arrangement over and above the
knowledge that their  sponsorship is of direct f inancial
assistance to the Society.

It is appropriale also to thank two stalwart members of the
Society who contributed greatly to the work of the
committee over the years. Chris Griffin has been a
co-opted representative of the Parish Council, providing a
link between the two bodies that has been of immense
value. Chris has proved an unending source of practical
help and knowledge of footpaths and all aspects of the
natural world. We very much regret that pressure on his
t ime forced him to stand down a couple of months ago.

Bill Jarratt has been Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer or
committee member ever since the foundation of the
Society. He has kept careful accounts, parted reluctant
members from their subscription with charm and has had
an unfailing eye for the small but significant items of local
import that the rest of us have failed to spot. We
understand some of the pressures of work lhat force him to
leave the committee with effect from the Annual General
Meeting but hope that he and Chris may be back among
us at some t ime in the future.

The work of the Society may be loosely divided into two
sect ions: the f i rst  is that which we begin and see through
ourselves; the second, that in which we co-operate with
other bodies. In the first category it is pleasant to think that
we can see progress. The introduction of sponsorship for
the newsletter, the introduction of the poetry competition -
soon, we hope, to be launched throughout the Sussex
Federat ion of Amenity Societ ies area - and progress in the
renovation of local signposts are indications that we can
work successful ly i f  sometimes slowly,

In the second category, our efforts have lo be allied to
those of others and sometimes i t  seems that of f ic ial  bodies
lack ei ther wi l l  or competence, or,  occasional ly,  both. We
have, for instance, complained bi t ter ly about mobi le homes
that seem to be illegally sited and have been rewarded by
sympathet ic noises from our own M.p.,  who passed our
comments on to the Department of the Environment.  In the
department 's view no real problem exists,  al though the
local planning authori ty can provide, and has provided, a
l ist  of  numerous examples of the problem within i ts own
area.

We have seen in Cox Green the Department of the
Environment al lowing, on appeal,  development that seems
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contary to all policies and guidelines on the grounds that'no precedent will be set'. Then we have seen that,
obviously, such a decision is a precedent in itself when a
further,  s imi lar development is al lowed without demur.
Again, it seems easier to obtain permission to develoo a
leisure facility that must, to some degree, affect the
surrounding area than to obtain a small-scale change of
use to an owner's benefit and the improvement of the
visual environment.

Such anomolies seem widespread and they will continue
to be so unt i l  p lanning guidel ines and pol ic ies are
applied consistently and enforced to the degree that the
law allows.

The Society 's Spring Open Meeting wi l l  be held at
7.30p.m. on Monday Apri l  15th. at  the Rudgwick Hai l ,
Bucks Green and wi l l  be divided, as usual,  into the
Annual General  Meeting and a talk, this year to be given
by Miss Anne Griffiths on 'Nature Conservation in West
Sussex'. All officer and committee posts are open ro
elect ion at the A.G.M. and any member wishing to
nominate a candidate should, having obtained the
person's permission, inform the Secretary in writing no
later than Apri l  8th. Any i tems of 'Other Business'should
also be notified by lhis date. For these purposes, the
Secretary's address is: Mrs Judy Buckley, 2, perry
Lodge, Tisman's Common. We hope as many people as
possible wi l l  support  this event.

This is my last Chairman's report .  I  should l ike to thank
all who have contributed to the work of the Society over
the past four years. Some years ago in the U.S.A. there
was published a list of "Ten Ways to Ruin a Town,,.
This,  of  course, concluded by encouraging readers to
work for the sensit ive development of a community
rather than against it. I believe that since its foundation
the Preservat ion Society has done this and that under a
new Chairman i t  wi l l  cont inue to do so.

JOHN COZENS

BRICKWORKS OPEN MORNING
Rudgwick Brickworks'  sponsorship of our las
sletter has been fol towed up with an invi ta

members of the Society and their  f r iends to vis i
br ickworks one Wednesday morning in June

let Pat Reading (R.822825) know as soon as
le, and by no later than the end of Apri l ,  i f  yo

ld l ike,to be included. This wi l l  only take place
is suff ic ient support  so we hope that as

you as possible wi l l  f ind i t  of  interest.



PRESERVATION SOCI ETY N EWS

THE INSPECTOR'S REPORT ON THE
NOBTH HORSHAM DISTRICT PLAN
The lnspector 's report  has now been publ ished and

expressly deals with object ions to the plan. The local
publ ic enquiry took place from November 1989 to February
1990. The report  is some 428 pages long and has taken a
year to produce.

We are, of  course, pr imari ly concerned with future plans

for Rudgwick, and having considered "The Objector 's
Case" and "The Distr ict  Counci l 's Response", the
conclusions reached were :-

1.  That Bucks Green should not be included in the def ined
bui l t  up area under Pol icy G5. This Pol icy deals with the
boundaries of bui l t  up areas and except for a smal l
re-al ignment of the boundary on the South side of Pathf ield
Road, and Princess Anne Road, lhe Inspector 's conclusion
is that there should be no change to the exist ing def ined
area in Rudgwick.

2. That any development of Churchmans Meadow,
Pondfield Road would further erode the historic form of the
Vi l lage and this should remain outside the def ined bui l t  up
area.

3. That development of the Buckhurst and Talon Garage
sites should proceed according to the Local Plan'  This
al lows for resident ial  development (dwel l ings sui table for
f i rst  l ime buyers),  car parking and a chi ldren's play area.
Outl ine permission for f ive detached houses has recent ly
been granted on the Buckhurst s i te.

4. The land behind Buckhurst and the Talon Garage
(known as Foxholes) is "cont iguous with the open
countryside" and should remain outside the def ined bui l t
up area.

FIELD PLACE
The Local Plan contained a slatement that "a l imited
amount of develooment which would enable Field Place to
be fully restored and maintained and kept as residential
use is acceptable in pr inciple".  Together with the Rudgwick
Parish Counci l  and other local authori t ies we joined in a
concerted protest against this proposal. Main objections
were that this was contrary to countryside policies and the
local gap policy to prevent the coalescence of Broadbridge
Heath and Warnham. A precedent here could lead to
simi lar developments elsewhere in the countryside.

The Inspector came f i rmly down to wel l  establ ished
principles protect ing locat ions outside def ined bui l t  up
areas and concluded: "The permanent loss of at tract ive
parkland contrary to long establ ished planning pol ic ies was
un jus t i f ied . . . "

Keith Lawrence, John Cozens and I were in many
meetings preparing the objeclors' case, and Dr Peter
Brandon of lhe CPRE presented our case at the local
enquiry with great ski l l .
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HORSHAM DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN
The District Council has decided to prepare a new Local
Plan merging both North and South Horsham Local
Plans, lo cover lhe whole distr ict  and provide planning
guidance for the period up to the year 2006. The
Replacement Structure Plan prepared by the County
Counci l  wi l l  be taken into account,  but i t  is intended that
the HDLP wi l l  be publ ished as a consultat ion draft
forpubl ic comment in 1992. l t  is di f f icul t  to fol low the
reasoning behind the longer t ime span for a Local Plan.
Experience shows that economic, pol i t ical ,  and social
changes make planning highly problematical  in a fast-
changing world.  l t  is puzzl ing that at tempts to predict
future planning requirements and to reconci le the
aspirations of our society as a whole with the protection
of our environment,  should be attempted over a period of
15 years. This cannot be seen as sensible planning.

TIMBER.FRAMED BUILDINGS IN
RUDGWICK
Diana Chatwin of the Wealden Bui ldings Study Group
has now completed studies of 47. We started in
September 1988, so this important piece of research has
taken two and a half years; and since there are stil l
another 20 or so to be visited, there is another year's
work to complete the whole of the Parish of Rudgwick.

The detai led reports on each bui lding are produced with
meticulous skill, and we are grateful to Diana for her
devotion to this important research onto the historical
background of our vi l lage. Those of you who heard her
talk at our Autumn Meeting wi l l  appreciate how much
she has cclntributed to our knowledge of the rich heritage
of Rudgwick.

Two irnporlant discoveries were made which should be
of interest to those of you who like to know about the
early history of Rudgwick. Woes House and Woes
Cottage are the site of an early building of "good quality
but plain and practical. lt dates from the first quarter of
the 1300's and is most l ikely the house of Hugo Wos,
who is mentioned in the Subsidy Rol ls of 1332."

To the rear of Church Gate House there is a "litl le

bui lding vr i th high qual i ty t imbering and this,  together with
i ts unusual plan and i ts posi l ion r ight by the path to the
church, suggest it was church property. lt is most likely
that Church House and the upper chamber would have
been usecl for .restry meetings... lt is a very rare survival
and as such is of great importance. lt dales between
1375 and 1400. "

When orre remembers that the construct ion of the tower
of Rudgwick Church was started in the ' l  3th.century,
Woes and Church House are the only secular bui ldings
surviving that are contemporary with the early history of
our Parish Church.

STAN SMITH



'Yr1\ 
,/'\'1/'.

:  -  1o*
; , 1  

' i \ E E'' \,lY''tr" .
\',i \B a

\ : \ ? q
\ \ e a .
\i1.-

H5$
ri{i 1;"$' ' . ' .  - . \  :

:-'

,-i

l"r'-r')f 
\

\ ,
\

: i r  
\

l
I --,,,.
\ , , -  *  / ,
Ld'), ;' 1$
r i  1 " .

,j;.1 . : -,,ff
1 ' : ; i \ : ' ,

. . \  I j l f
' - : .  : \

at ,r\\

- 
" *"; ''' \'.,:;1

' '  o  
- . c l  

I  o
l c .

" 
-''" 

i'" "1" .
\. . 

' ' '
l " '9-- r - -' . \  

. , ,  \
\ ' ' '  \

oJ--.-.\
,;,:. :J.\__1 o\ d ,

( ; '  \"');\ "' t)- ">a

,fi"V1
\, .//

\$1,'

)"7,(
.'/ / /..r ' / '/ /  -  - r  -

/ } - ' - 4
, : ' - t = " ' '  I' :

9 . 2-;..14r-- i
.16\ v-r I I
t / '  \ . - t  " i  I

l - ' - ' - 1 - ' ^ l
\  I  ^ i - s 1
> -+- l

j F , i
I

r l
l l

n l c '
ry

\ ,  1 0

;_____*, ___-

L h I I

I  -# ; :
" / l

l l

\ . ,
CHUBCHMAN'S MEADOW TO REMAIN

OUTSIDE BUILT.UP AREA

. a t

I

'  
i l u -

/:

NORTH HORSHAM D ISTRICT  LOCAL  PLAN (Consu t t a t i on  D ra f t )
I nse t  8  Rudgw ick

Bui l t -up  Area Boundary

E x i s t i n g  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a

L a n d  A l l o c a t i o n

S c a l e  1 : 5 O O O

Pol icy number

Area  ou ts ide  o f  t he  p lan

N O T E

l .  T h e  l o 3 e l  u p  a h o u l d  b e  r e a r
i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  Y l t h  t h c
H r i t t e n  S t a t c D e n t  6 n d  t h e
m a i  n  P r o p o a r l i  k p .

2 -  P o l i c y  n m b e r 3  r e f e r  t o  t h o !
s e t  o u t  i n  C h ! p t . r !  l - t  o f  t
W r i t t e n  S t a t e 6 e n t .

l .  F o r  p o l i c i e 6  r p p l y l o g  t o  t h .
v h o l e  o f  t h c  l d r  I  p l r o  A r c .
6 e e  r u i a  p r o p o r t l a  X r p .

L . - . 4

l-l.!-wl
P q

lT;.L_=l
I  i i !  ' i , , .1

EE

BUCKHURST SITE TO BE DEVELOPED

FOXHOLES TO REMAIN OUTSIDE BUILT.UP AREA

BUCK 'S  GEEEN NOT TO BE  INCLUOED IN

THE DEFINED BUILT-UP AREA
RE.ALIGNMENT OF BOUNOARY TO REAR OF GABDENS

'r',W
o o ' o \

n : O  \

t lr' 
''i

\ ' r -



"THE STORES
CATCHPOLE'S OF RUDGWICK

Up unl i l  the late twent ies, in the centre of the vi l lage, was a f ie ld with a large orchard behind, stretching down to the

woods, where the hay was cut each summer by a farmer from the Haven, who collected his crop by horse and cart.

This land was bought by Mr "Chum" Birchmore and in 1928 a bakehouse was bui l t  on the si te,  then the next yea( a

shop was built in front of this, from where the bread and cakes were sold. The shop was called "The Stores". Both of

the developments were built by the local builder, Mr Harry Tate, who started the Rudgwick Brickworks. Later two

del ivery vans were bought to supply local needs of bread and groceries, eventual ly supplying areas as far a f ie ld as

New pound near Bi l l ingshurst,  Sl infold and also into Surrey. The shop was renowned for two things; f i rst ly by the local

chi ldren who bought "pastry puzzles".  These were three cornered f laky pastr ies with a blob of srawberry jam inside,

the puzzle being to f ind the jam! The second developed during the second world war years, when the Canadian

soldiers formed large queues on Sundays to buy "Chum's" popular jam doughnuls.  f fhese soldiers were bi l leted on a

Zlo 3 acre site, which strelched from Queen Elizabeth Road right down to the ,4281 and along as far as Cape Copse.

This housed scores of wooden huts to accomodate several hundred soldiers. After the war these were used again, but

this l ime to house German pr isoners of war for a short  t ime.) Apparent ly dur ing lhe war,  lhe shop used to supply a l i t t le

extra "off the ration" lo the needy of the Village.

THE STORES AS IT WAS IN 1967

DID YOU KNOW ?
v i l lagers  in
used to grow mos

their  own vegetables
large si te of two acres,
low the rai lway l in
ere the Marts is now

a s  d i v i d e d  i n t
n d i v i d u a l  a l l o t m e n t s ,

used extensively.

h e  a r e a  w h e r e  t h
ad ian  so ld ie rs

used was owned
h e  l a r g e  h o u s
' G a s k y n ' s "  n o

nthorpe. A laun
bu i l t  in  the  grou

ich we have k
nt i l  recent ly as t
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a s k y n l s  w e r e  u s e
uring the war as
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ange.

In the early 1950's,  th
ouse ceased to be

s e d  a n d  f e l l  i n t o
pair. Twenty year

ter,  the br ick oven, I
r  hopper  and doug

i x i n g  t r o u g h  w e r
oved from inside an

the  bu i ld ing  was s lowl
ted to become

ded  bunga low .
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CATCHPOLE'S STORE AS IT IS NOW

At the end of the 1940's the shop was sold and a bungalow was bui l t  in the grounds, where "Chum" l ived for many
years. The shop changed hands four more times, before Lesley and Roger Catchpole bought it in 1967. The front
room shop had changed litl le since it was originally built, and so their main aim was, at first, to bring it up to date by
extending to provide a larger shopping area, and then to change the look of the front to something a little more
attractive. Six extensions later, the shop is now not only an attractive feature of the centre of the village bul provides
a good service, a wide variety of basic goods at fair prices as well as fresh food and a selection of speciality foods.

The 1,700 sq.f t .  shop is spl i t  into two main secl ions. One side of the shop is dedicated to fresh meat,  cheeses and
fruit and vegeatables, the other to general grocery and off licence. The fresh meat is supplied by David Unstead from
Horsham. This comes in already cut and is packed and priced at the store. As much fresh produce as possible is
bought locally. The 250 pints of milk per day sold at the shop for example and the extensive range of bread and
cakes all come from local suppliers. Catchpole's also has a game licence which means that they can stock
pheasants and venison in season. The cheese counter offers 50 different varieties including a few speciality cheeses,
such as Goat 's mi lk cheese, from local producers.

The off- l icence sect ion stocks an amazing '115 di f ferent wines from 12 di f ferent countr ies at pr ices ranging from t1.99
to t25 per bottle.The wines are supplied by four companies, all buying directly from the vineyards. Two are from
London who deal with the lower pr iced wines, one is from Cornwal l  who only buy French Wines and the fourth is a
local suppl ier,  who deals with special i ty wines. These come from a wide range of counlr ies, the most popular from
New Zealand and Austral ia.

Good quality food and friendly service earned Catchpole's the title of Best Independent Grocer in the Country in
1990. The award was made by Booker Wholesale Foods after it was judged the best of the 3,000 stores that Booker
suppl ies.The shop was also nominated for the Dai ly Telegraph Del icatessen of the Year award.

Thlsar l l c le  was compl led  t rom In fo rmat lon  supp l led  by  Les ley  Catchpo le  who wou ld  a lso  l l ke  lo  lhank  Mrs  and Mlss  Boxa l l ,  Mr  K  B l rchmore ,  Mrs  Gibbs  and

Mrs Webb tor lhelr l lme and help. Some Informallon comes trom lhe lndependent Grocer Oclber 12th 199O.
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SOME RURAL HISTORY
By Alan Siney
One day last winter I was motoring through the lanes
towards Haslemere and was dismayed to see that a strip
of land alongside the road near Shillinglee Lakes had been
fenced off hard to the road. Since the other side was
already fenced there was nowhere along this two hundred
yard slretch where a walker could step off the road. lt was
a spot where people stopped to sit under the trees, and
one local at my workplace confirmed that it had never been
previously fenced off to his knowledge and reminisced on
his courting days. I did notice that this long strip of land
was backed by mature oak trees, a significant factor.

Even today the history of countryside development is
evident everywhere and a little knowledge of this can
greatly enhance the inlerest of any country lover taking an
occasional walk.  Perhaps the greatest feature in
agricultural development was that of land enclosure. In
Feudal t imes the 'open f ield 'or 'str ip grazing'system was
established whereby no land was fenced but was divided
roughly into strips. The value of crop rotation was realized
and the divisions gave alternate strips for grazing; arable
land for corn and vegetable growing and meadowland for
hay. Whilst the Lord of the Manor had overall control every
commoner had lhe right to a small parcel of land so even
the lowliest cottager could grow vegetable and tether the
family cow. This system remained virtually unchanged for
several cenluries from Feudal through the Medieval to
Tudor times. lt was a very inefficient way of agriculture and
the old nursery rhyme: Little boy blue come blow up your
horn, lhe sheep's in the meadow lhe cow's in the corn,
typifies the chaotic agricultural scene when the only thing
that kept the cows out of lhe corn and the sheep from the
hay field was the vigilance of children whose unenviable
daily task was lo sland guard in all weathers to separate
them. The 'boy blue'descr ibes his melancholy mood as he
would nol have been wearing a pretty blue suit as depicted
in some nursery books. At night the cattle and sheep were
brought back to the farmstead which explains why many
old farms have large paddock areas not necessarily used
today.

Enclosure of farmland was begun by sheep farmers in the
Tudor period and progressed for the nexl three centuries
or so. Farmers could take their applications to circuit land
commissions for ent i t lement to enclose which was not
always welcome by lhe poorest smal lholders who could
not afford the fees and the cost of mandatory ditching and
fencing their  land so sold out to their  neighbours. There
were constant disputes and litigation also negotiations
between farmers especially when it was desired to
exchange an isolated field for one nearer the farm. The
Napoleonic wars brought an acute food shortage and land
enclosure was expedited. This caused bi t ter resentrnent by
farmworkers and cottagers most of whom had lost not only
their  ancient commoner r ights to a plot of  land but also
their  r ights to f i rewood. l t  added to the gr ievances which
led to the agricul tural  r iots during the severe depression of
the 1830's.  Some land was retained as common land bur
most of i t  was'grabbed' dur ing the 19th century unt i l  acts
passed in the 1870'sprevented any further erosion. But by
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then it was too late as mosl of lhe common land
remaining was sterile heathland or unkempt wetlands
useless for agr icul ture. An act of  1g4Z prevented local
authori t ies from taking common land for housing
purposes.

Another ancient feature much in evidence is the 'green

lanes'or 'drovers roads' .  Unt i l  fa ir ly recent t imes al l  beef
had to be transported on the hoof and herds were
slreamed towards towns and cities via an elaborate
network of green lanes linking with firm roads where
possible bypassing the turnpikes. Since the herds had to
feed and rest up on route it was essential to the system
that green lane herbage was uncut and no hardcore laid.
When land was enclosed provision had to be made to
sustain the driven herds which is the reason why many of
our country roads and lanes have wide verges and
occasionally small parcels of adjacent land . When the
t i thes Act of 1836 was passed al lowing landowners to
pay their  t i thes to the church in cash instead of produce,
all land was accurately surveyed and highways with their
adjacent verges were mapped as non-tithable common
land.

There was a spate of road bui lding throughout the
nineteenth century and one can often differentiate
between a modern and an ancient road by studying the
hedgerow bordering i t .  l t  is an interest ing fact that a
traditional hawthorn hedge is invaded by new hardwood
on average every hundred years. So take a thirty yard
length of hedge - ignore the extraneous br iars,
convolvul i ,  honeysuckle etc.-  i f  i t  contains a bi t  of  say
oak, ash. beech and f ield maple, then you can be sure
that it is a tudor hedge, give or take a hundred years. A
line of oak trees can be several centuries old and may
mark an old boundary. Three tears ago I presented the
Hampshire vi l lage of my bir th and upbringing with a
framed pictorial parish history and after conducting my
research, much of i t  poised over old maps and
documents in the County Records Off ice in Winchester,  i t
was fascinat ing to go inlo the f ie ld and conf irm the roules
of long forgotten byways and even the boundaries of
former farm paddocks by looking at the hedgerows and
oak trees.

Now to return to that fenced off  land at Shi l l inglee park. I
first studied a copy of the first edition Ordnance Survey
taken in the late 1Bth. century* and a magnif ied view
showed that parcel of  land shaped exact ly as i t  is today,
unenclosed and blocked as one with the road.
Subsequent survey maps show i t  as unfenced road. I
was therefore able to wri te to County Hal l  at  Chichester
chal lenging the legal i ty of the fence on the grounds that
old maps prove i t  was at one t ime common land: the l ine
of oak trees along i t 's northern border marks the or iginal
enclosure boundary and any r ight to enclose i t  would
have had to have been establ ished over a century ago.
West Sussex County Counci l  conf irmed that i t  was
highway land, the fence has been removed on their
orders, and six months after it was first erected I had the
pleasure of seeing a man si t t ing there beside his car
reading a newspaper.

'Ava i lab le  t rom Dav ld  and Char les  (Pub l lshers )  L td ,  Sou ih  Oevon House,

Newton Abbo l ,  Devon.  TO12 4PU



LONG AFTER THE LAST TRAIN

Alan Franks
The l ine bui l t  by the Horsham and Gui ldford Distr ict
Railway Company is stil l the best and slowest way to get
from one old town lo the olher, across the Surrey/Sussex
border. lt is the best way because while Chesterton's
drunkard was busy on the rol l ing Engl ish road, Victor ia 's
engineers were working straight and sober,  even on such
a lowly branch as this:  and i t  is the slowest because al l  the
tracks have gone.

Here now are 16 pr ime miles of walkable way, slr ipped of
the sleepers and the bal last which are the bane of every
pedestrian who has strayed, drunk or sober, on to the
alluring line of a country service between the last train of
yesterday and the first one of tomorrow.

This l ine's last t rain is long gone. l t  lef t  Gui ldford at f ive to
seven on a June evening in 1965, hi t  Horsham 40 minutes
later,  doubled back, and never darkened the tunnel at
Baynards again. I do not know whether it and the lines
should have gone sooner or stayed longer; the fact was
that by the time of Beeching more and more commuters
within i ts calchment were dr iv ing or being dr iven to
Guildford and the main line itself was so busy that the
station looked askance at this clattering thing in search of
a berth at its upwardly mobile platforms.

Where there is death there is hope. Today the stretch is a
fully paid-up path (l would rather go lame than use the
word "walkway",  which is surely meant for the f lat
escalalors you get at airports). lt is called the Downs Link,
which I  suppose we iust about l ive with,  even though i t
makes i t  sound l ike a hoppa bus or a new sect ion of Kent
railway which is so unpopular that it is desperate for an
uobeat name.

This title denoles the fact that the route , together with
another 14 mi les from Christ 's Hospital  to Shoreham,
forms a diagonal crosspiece belween the North and South
Downs Ways. Call it what you will, the old bed has been
re-awakened to B-road status in Southern England's
chalky grid of tramps' motorways.

There are ways of doing these things. Given a sel f less
fr iend, there is nothing to stop you being taken by car to
the point just south of Shalford vi l lage where the old l ine
declares i tsel f  on the east of  the A281, and being col lecled
at Christ's Hospital, where paths run into the Horsham/
Shoreham line. A more appropriate way is to catch a train
to Guildford and then another to Shalford.

This has the merit of taking you in a train full of empty
carr iages against the onrush of commuters, and so of
giving the frisson of truancy. Do it on a weekday for
maximum effect,  bul  make sure you get yourself  to
Gui ldford in t ime for the 9.13am. to Shalford, the f i rst  stop
on the service to Redhi l l  a long the foot of  lhe North Downs'
souther scarp.

Mlss this one and there is nothing unt i l  luncht ime' This
train - a declasse little three coach affair with an anti-social
diesel burp and an eternity of silence between the gear
changes - is an integral part of the day; for we are working
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our way steadily down, from the smart set who zoom
between Waterloo and the car-parked Saab in 30 mins;
to the local trade on the growling country cousin; and
finally to the line which is sans train, sans track, sans
trucks, sans everything. lf ever there was a literal, linear
pursuit  of  nostalgie de la boue, this is i t .

We shall be travelling at a speed of between three and
four mi lesper hour,  and our steepest gradient wi l l  be
approximately one in 120. Buffet faci l i t ies wi l l  not be
avai lable unt i l  the high street in Cranleigh.

For the f i rst  few miles, past Chinthurst Hi l l ,  the remnants
of Bramley and Wonersh station, Barnett Farm and
Lordshi l l  Common, to Whipley Manor and Rowley Farm,
the track makes more or less common cause with the old
Wey and Arun Canal

The only reclamation round here has been carried out by
the slow but thorough Mato Grosso of Surrey. What were
barely sapl ings by the fence when the trains st i l l  ran, a
quarter of a century ago, have now matured into trees of
20 or 30 ft. In places they overarch the route and join
hands at the top. As if out of deference for past usage,
they stil l leave enough room for a train to come nosing
through, so that the effect is at times of a stippled tunnel.

The joy of the operation is that you are catching the
landscape unawares - stalking it from behind. Once a
country railway goes under, the ground it stood on may
lose its voice in the general clamour of transport, but it
does not lose its eyes. Today it seems to see everything
from the back: the houses, the vi l lages, the churches, the
f ields, even the hi l ls.  l t  is as though they al l  turned the
other way when the str ip of land lost i ts rat ionale.

I t  could have lost i ts integri ty as wel l ,  and i t  is to the
credit of the two county councils and Waverley Borough
Council that it did not. Without their inlervention to create
the path, the chances are that it would have gone the
way of so many Beeching casualties, with the adjacent
landowners acquir ing chunks from the Bri t ish Rai l
Property Board. Something of this sort has happened in
the last two miles, between Slinfold and Christ's Hospital,
and the path st i l l  s ignposted, has to make other
arrangements.

The Mato Grosso has been so rapacious that i f  you did
not know this had once been a railway line it could be
something from another, far more distant age - the
st i l l -sound agger from a Roman road for example; with
the hollow of the canal to its right, it could even be a
prehistor ic gr imsdyke del ineat ing a tr ibal  boundary. ln
this belt of wasleland, which in places has a total width of
90 or 100 ft. the old economic rivalries of rail and water
are forgotten in the common grave.

At Cranleigh the stal ion has been replaced by the bulk of
a modern shopping development,  and we have to wait
until Baynards, wrapped in the private aspic of a
preservationist , to see a station as it was. Well, almost.
Somehow a double-decker bus, perfectly restored, has
found i ts way into the old goods shed, and a venerable
lorry is standing where the passengers for Guildford used
to wait. The slation is fenced off at either end, and there
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is a handsome flash of lawn between the platforms. Even though you know very wellwhat this place once was, it is so
pristine, so incongruous in the context of all the abandonment, that you can stii l wonder what rhe hell it is doing here.
The answer is that it is shunting time away by artifice, in a way which the line itself could not.
It is two miles to the south, past the old station of Rudgwick, that we find the most arresting legacy of all - one bridge
giving a piggy-back to another over the Arun. The lower one is s single arch of brick; this would have carried the line
had not the railway's engineering inspectorate stepped in to complainabout the severity of the gradient at Rudgwick.
The solution, which entailed further embankment of the line, meant that it would now cross lhe river at a height gieater
by some 10 ft. lf there is a more eccentric afterthought lurking in our railways'history of improvisation, it is tLeping
ouiet about i t .

I suppose you could say that the walk itself is an after-thought, born of the leisure age. For all lhat, I passed not a soul
in my five hours on the trackbed, and found myself having to re-assess the conviction that Surrey and unknown are
contradictory words. The passage of time may lay waste the best-laid lines, but it can also do something verging on
the poetic to the most prosaic of places.

with Acknowledgement to Alan Franks and Imes Newspapers plc. The Tlmes June 2nd 199o
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And on the subject of  walks.. . . .
Once again the West Sussex County Conci l  is preparing a programme of guided walks from May unt i l  September. The
main idea of the programme is to provide people who are not necessarily regular walkers or ramblers with the
opportunity of taking an interesting walk in the countryside. Another important benefit is that footpaths often liti le used
are kept open and free from obstruction.

There are nine walks organised for Rudgwick, and the following are the dates (all Tuesdays starting at 7pm.) with the
names of the leaders who have volunteered.

May 14th Dave Buckley (Rudgwick parish Counci l )
May 21st Paul Frenchum (Rudgwick Preservat ion Society)
May 28th Geoff  Ayres (Rudgwick Preservat ion Society)
June 4th Judy Knights (Rudgwick Preservat ion Society)
June 11 th  Dave Buck ley  (Rudgwick  Par ish  Counc i l )
June 18th Stan Smith (Rudgwick Preservat ion Society)
June 25th Geoff  Ayres (Rudgwick Preservat ion Society)
July 16th Malcolm Francis (Rudgwick preservat ion Society)
July 23rd Hazel l  Powel l  (Venture Scouts)

An official programme of all lhe walks in Sussex is being prepared, and it is hoped that these will be available for
distr ibut ion at our Annual General  Meeting on Monday 15th Apri l .

These walks are all leisurely and take about two hours. Please make a note in your diary - we look forward lo some
pleasant evenings explor ing our lovely countryside.
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