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forward to working with her as a co-opted
member of the committee.

A New President

Geoff Ayres

The committee are very pleased and delighted
that Mrs Diana Chatwin has accepted our
proposal to be our new President in place of
Leslie Hawkins, who himself succeeded Stan
Smith, founder of the society.

Sadly, we have said goodbye to Geoff as a
committee member. He has served on the
committee for many, many years, and lived in
Rudgwick for even longer. We shall miss his
sense of humour, his interest in the history of
Rudgwick, and his technical knowledge.
However, Geoff will continue to organise our
walks programme for the time being. He has
done this with stoical dedication for a very long
time, and without this the walks would probably
have been abandoned by now. Thank you Geoff,
and congratulations on your engagement! Geoff
is on the far left of the group photo at Rudgwick
Station.

Diana is, of course,
author of our most
significant publication:
Timber-Framed Buildings
of the Sussex Weald, The
Architectural Heritage of
Rudgwick, published in
1996. Still as fresh as a
daisy, and still for sale, by
the way - £12.00 to
Mrs Diana Chatwin
members. Next year
th
marks the 20 anniversary of its publication, so
time for a “Big Push” to sell our few remaining
copies. With her husband, Charles, she also
made a video film to accompany the book, now
transferred to DVD. Diana and Charles live in The
Street, Slinfold. She is also chairman of the
Slinfold History Society, and an active participant
in the Wealden Buildings Study Group, of which
she is a former President. She has continued her Tuesday 25 May 2015, walkers at Rudgwick Station, en route to a
generous supper provided by member Rob Bookham at The Milk Churn,
membership and support RPS over many years,
giving several talks at our meetings, and enabling to whom we owe grateful thanks.
contact with Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory
who have dated several houses in the parish.

Great War Project

Newsletter Editor
Hot on the heels of Diana’s
appointment, we have a new editor
for this edition, Trish Morgan is an
Australian resident of Rudgwick.
She and her husband live in
Trish Morgan
Woodfield Road. You can judge for yourself how
she has done! There may be further changes, but
Trish is sensibly working to the existing format as
she finds her way around the material which we
send her. We wish Trish every success, and look

Now that Winter is upon us, I shall be using the
time to chase up existing participants who have
not yet put together a short account of your
relative’s life and war service. Not everyone is
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comfortable with doing this, so I am liaising closely
with participants. I hope to use the same software
we have bought for producing the Newsletter to
create good quality material on each soldier, as
well as all the varied aspects of Rudgwick we are
working on. The aim is to have a book ready for the
anniversary of the Armistice in 2018. The diary you
read every second month in the Rudgwick
Magazine will be incorporated, and we now have a
surprisingly large number of mini-biographies of
those with Rudgwick connections who were killed
but who are not recorded on the village war
memorial.

Rudgwick’s Railway and Station
In this issue and the
next you will find new
articles on the history of
the village station and
how it affected the
village over its 100 year
lifetime. It has been a
fascinating journey
exploring its history, and
thanks must go to Gerry
Bixley, of Bisley in
Surrey, who has let me
copy numerous photos,
patiently explained
much railway
information, but above

all brought his
realistic,
accurate scale
model of our
station to the
Ellens Green
Summer Show,
where many
people saw it,
and his
exhibits. If you
missed it, here
are two
panoramic
photos. Gerry
grew up close to the station in Bramley. As he
says, Rudgwick is the better station to model as so
many old photos look down from the bridge. We
are pleased to have been able to support the
Medical Centre and the Milk Churn Coffee Shop
with new display boards. Malcolm Francis will show
you there is another story to tell of bus transport in
the village.

Tempting History
Over the past few months, fascinating lines of
research have opened up. “Findmypast” have
uploaded Rudgwick School full admissions
registers for the 1890s to 1913. David Hamilton of
The Miller’s House at Gibbons Mill has generously
lent his grandfather’s farm accounts ledger
covering mid 20th century receipts & payments for
Gibbons Mill Farm. Graham Crummett, a Norfolk
member, has provided several items, on his
grandfather’s 1920s garage (Station Garage), and
an even more mysterious D Day leaflet produced
by Rudgwick Parish, dated Tuesday 6 June 1944 –
must have been put out after the day. Ancestry
have uploaded 63 Francis Frith 1950s/60s photos
of Rudgwick and Bucks Green, but they are only
available to Premium members. I I have
screenshots from free access in August.
Roger Nash

PLANNING MATTERS
Vanessa Sanderson

Horsham District Planning Framework
Update
Following the submission of the Horsham District
Planning Framework (HDPF), an independent
inspector was appointed to hold an Examination in
Public (EiP) to consider the ‘soundness’ of the
HDPF. As part of the Examination the Inspector
held a series of public hearing sessions in
November 2014. In December 2014 the Council
received the Inspectors initial findings which stated
the need to increase the level of housing identified
in the Plan. As a result of this the HDPF: Proposed
Main Modifications was published for a period of 6
week representation on 23 March 2015. Following
the receipts of objections to the main modifications,
the Inspector decided to hold an additional hearing
on 3 July 2015. On 21 July 2015 the Council
received a note from the Inspector stating the need
to increase housing provision to 800 dwellings
per year (from 650) and the requirement to review
the local plan within a 3 year period. The Planning
Inspectorate has now informed the Council that it
will receive the Inspector’s Final Report into the
HDPF by the end of October 2015
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)
Sussex Countryside Trust sent a representative to
the EiP in November and they expressed concerns
about the outcome especially when the Inspector
advised that he would take into account the ‘unmet
needs’ of other local authorities including London
and allocate a proportion of those needs to the
Horsham District. Sadly this is clearly reflected in
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the increase in annual number of dwellings that are
now required in the Horsham District as above. The
new figure is also subject to a 3 year review which
means that the revised
figure of 800 dwellings
per annum is not fixed
for the original 20 year
period and is very likely
to increase again. Dr
Roger Smith, CPRE
Sussex Trustee who
represented the CPRE
at the examination, has
summarised the key
issues of the EiP in the
Sussex Review. This is
available for download on cpresussex.org.uk.

Neighbourhood Plans
The CPRE has always encouraged communities to
put together a strong Neighbourhood Plan (NP).
These ultra-local planning documents are proving
more influential than ever – especially in the many
areas lacking a wider local plan. Not long ago the
Communities Secretary refused planning
permission for a 1200 housing development in
Winslow Buckinghamshire because it did not
comply with the town’s NP. In the absence of an
up-to-date local plan for the whole area, the
Communities Secretary ruled that the settlement
boundaries set out in the NP – which was backed
by 98% of voters in the local referendum – should
hold.
The Government recently made more funding
available to groups working on Neighbourhood
Plans and HDC have a strong support programme
available to help Parishes prepare their own NP. It
is apparent that many (22) Parishes in the
Horsham District have already applied to Register
for a Neighbourhood Development Plan.
Regrettably Rudgwick is not one of them. It is my
view that without an NP Rudgwick will become
increasingly vulnerable to undesirable &
unsustainable development which could succeed
on Appeal. Clearly the increase in housing
numbers as required by the independent Inspector
will have an impact, especially in areas where there
is no clearly defined NP. There is comprehensive
information on Neighbourhood Plans and how they
work on the Horsham District Planning website for
those who would like more information on this
subject.

ON THE BUSES
Malcolm Francis
Rudgwick is fortunate in having a good bus service
linking our village to Horsham and Guildford. A lot of
the surrounding villages do have a bus service but
some of the routes are quite tortuous; I notice one
that departs from Alfold, only on a Tuesday, travels
to Loxwood, Kirdford, Wisborough Green,
Billingshurst and Arundel and reaches Worthing two
hours later. (Not run by Stagecoach, which always
gives one the picture of the vehicles being horse
drawn.) Rudgwick’s buses these days seem rather
bland, a large (normally very dirty on the outside)
metal box on wheels. I think that the character of
the old buses and coaches of previous decades,
that served our village, made them more
memorable. I have done some research regarding
the old companies that served Rudgwick with some
help from Roger Nash, a relative of Fred Kilner who
ran a local bus and coach company based in
Loxwood. The other company that served
Rudgwick, the Aldershot and District Traction
Company, ran a service from Guildford to Horsham.
It was a much larger company than a lot of the “one
man bands” that were quite common in Pre-war
times. There is an excellent book “Horsham’s
Independent Bus Services” by Laurie James,
published by the History Press. The book is very
comprehensive in its coverage of the local transport
system and well worth a read. I will quote a couple
of paragraphs from it to set the scene:
“During the years leading up to 1933, Fred Kilner
and his wife owned the Woodlea Garage at
Clemsfold (it was located where Oakes Agricultural
Supplies is now situated, next to Doves Volvo
garage). Jesse Wise’s Sunbeam service passed by
and he would obtain petrol and tyres from the
garage. Over a period of time the money he owed
them on account increased and he told Fred Kilner
that he would get paid when the bus service was
sold. By chance, Fred Kilner had a potential buyer
for his garage so he bought Wise’s bus service and
the green-liveried 1930 Dodge bus that ran on it.
The trading name Sunbeam Bus Service was
retained. Fred Kilner made an application to take

Aldershot and District Dennis Lancet, in the 1960’s.
Photo courtesy of Classic Buses website.
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over the licence without change to the timetable and
fares for the daily bus service from Plaistow to
Horsham via Ifold, Loxwood, Alfold, Tismans
Common, Bucks Green, Clemsfold and Broadbridge
Heath… the bus was kept in William Cole’s (coal
yard!) in Loxwood. Fred Kilner then obtained a new
twenty seat Bedford coach to undertake private hire
contracts and then applied for an excursion and tour
licence in 1934.”

There are various publications that give a detailed
account of the hard times of operating bus
companies during the Second World War, with
drivers being called up for active service and the
influx of military personnel and civilian workers into
this area. It appears that there was a lot of behind
the scenes manoeuvring to secure lucrative bus
routes even in the closing years of the Second World
War.

One forgets just how much bureaucracy there was
even in those days to run such a business!

“A Mr Basil Williams was the majority shareholder
and Managing Director of Hants & Sussex Motor
Services Ltd which started in 1937. By 1944 Basil
Williams was running bus services in Emsworth,
Havant, Midhurst and Petworth areas… He had
earned capital from lucrative war work contracts and
he found that buying up small bus operators in
Southern England was the easiest way of expanding
his territory .... He made a tempting offer to Fred
Kilner to buy into his business in two stages. This
was possibly seen as beneficial by Kilner, as the
fleet needed investment and running a bus company
in wartime was a great strain on his family.”

Hants and Sussex Bedford Duple, 28 seater (1951), as
used on the Plaistow service. Copyright Mike Smith

Fred Kilner’s brother in law was W B Hempstead,
who had a goods carrier business based in
Loxwood. He moved to Bucks Green and then in
1934 applied for an excursion licence. The company
ran two fourteen seat Chevrolet coaches but in 1937
those vehicles were added to the Kilner fleet at
Loxwood. Fred Kilner expanded his fleet to eight
vehicles within in a few years.
“There are usually some amusing anecdotes
surrounding a country bus service. One day Fred
Kilner had to prevent a man boarding a bus at
Plaistow as he wished to travel with his live calf.
Chickens in baskets were one thing, calves another.
On another occasion Fred Kilner found an Aldershot
and District bus conductor on the roadside one night.
The conductor had taken a “parcel into a pub” and
when a passenger rang the bell the bus had
departed without him. The Sunbeam service only ran
a few minutes behind Aldershot and District bus so
the conductor was soon back to his own bus. The
Loxwood to Horsham section of the service loaded
well, the busiest journeys often required duplication.
The police often complained about overloading of
the Kilner buses between Broadbridge Heath and
Horsham. Busy journeys would sometimes need two
duplicate vehicles with one conductor collecting
fares on all three.”

The takeover of the bus service in 1945 was done in
such a way that little was apparent to the travelling
public and, more importantly, to the other local
operators like London Transport, Southdown and
Aldershot and District, who were concerned at Basil
William’s potential ability to take over small
operators and strengthen them to challenge the
larger companies. The new company was called F H
Kilner (Transport) Ltd and was responsible for bus
service activities around the Horsham area. The
vehicle livery of Hants and Sussex was maroon, red
and cream and in spite of being owned and licensed
to Fred Kilner, or Sunbeam Coaches, the vehicles
carried the Hants and Sussex livery and fleet names.
It seems that the new owner wanted to create an
illusion of a bigger company; buses and coaches
carried high fleet numbers to give this illusion. In
fact, the company ran services from Horsham to
Plaistow, Roffey, Littlehaven, Three Bridges and
Ewhurst! Gradually the management and ownership
of the company passed from the Kilner family even
though Sunbeam Coaches, licensed for excursions,
etc, remained with them for a short while.
“By 1952 the fortunes of the bus industry in general,
and Hants and Sussex in particular, were on the
decline. The Labour Government imposed huge
increases in Fuel Tax from 1950 and by 1952 it had
reached 200%! Wages had been increasing since
the War and bus operating costs were rising steeply.
Fare levels, which had been fairly static since the
1930s had to rise but as fares were controlled by the
Licensing Authority, it took a long time for
applications to increase them to go through. In the
meantime, the operator had to absorb any deficit …
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were common, additionally there were not the
stringent safety checks that are required these
days. There was a very serious crash involving one
of the Aldershot and District buses close to
Clemsfold near the aptly named Slaughter Bridge. I
understand that someone was killed in a collision
with a car and the investigation found that the bus
had bald tyres. The conductor on that bus, who
was badly injured, was related to the Tilley family
here in Rudgwick.

A 1930’s photograph of the old railway bridge on the A281.
Note the advertisements pasted to the wall. The bridge was in
good condition at this time, later pictures show a lot of damage
to the archway through repeated collisions with large lorries.

The last day of operation under Hants and Sussex
auspices was Tuesday, 21st December 1954. The
final journey on Service 31 from Horsham to
Plaistow, over Fred Kilner’s original route, was at
9.53p.m. ... The bus had a Union Jack on the bonnet
at half-mast and in the window a placard displayed “
Sentenced to Death”
The Plaistow service was then taken over by the
Aldershot and District bus company. Aldershot and
District buses were painted in a two tone green,
quite similar to the Southdown bus company, who
were the main company in Sussex. The buses were
always single deckers on the Rudgwick route
because of the very low railway bridge on the A281
just east of Bucks Green. The bridge’s clearance
was just over 12 feet, so often lorries became stuck
under its arch. Old photos of the bridge’s brickwork
showed how much damage had been done over the
years. The route from Horsham to Guildford via
Rudgwick was confusing to passengers who did not
know about the Fox Inn turnaround, as in those days
the buses reversed into Lynwick Street to turn the
bus around, they thought that they were returning to
Horsham. The practice had to be stopped as new
regulations would not allow a bus to be reversed
with passengers.
The Aldershot and District bus company had a fleet
of buses made by the Guildford-based company,
Dennis. The workhorse for Aldershot and District
was the Lancet, in various seating sizes etc. I
remember those buses had two lateral seats that
were perched a little higher over the buses’ rear
wheels; as a child those seats always were always a
favourite.
One forgets just how bad maintenance must have
been on such buses in those days and breakdowns

To balance out this sad story I was told of a very
funny incident involving the Guildford to Horsham
bus that happened in the Bishopric as one enters
Horsham. In those days before the present day
“improvements” to the road system, there was a
junction with traffic lights close to the Black Horse
Hotel (which was on the corner of West Street and
Worthing Road). Any passengers on the bus from
Guildford would alight in the Bishopric to cross the
road to where the Southdown service bus to
Worthing would be waiting in the Worthing Road. A
lady hurried off the Guildford bus to catch the
Worthing bus; she had been knitting in the bus and
unfortunately as she hurried across the road she
dropped her ball of wool which trailed out behind her
under the traffic as she climbed aboard the Worthing
bus…
On a personal note, I was a pupil at Collyers School
in Horsham and had the choice of catching the
Guildford bus No 33) or the Plaistow bus ( No 49). I
used to cycle to Bucks Green usually, to catch the
bus from Plaistow as it ran at the most convenient
time, my parent’s house in Lynwick Street. The
morning bus was often a Southdown vehicle, which
must have been on loan to Aldershot and District, it
suited me as it always had one extra wide seat
where I could place my cello (Monday morning I felt
like a pack horse with satchel, sports bag and cello).
I must admit that quite a few times, often on a dark
winter’s night I would catch home a later bus, which
was the No 33 to Guildford, alight from it near the
King’s Head and then remember that my bicycle
was parked outside Buck’s Green Garage. I thought
that absent mindedness usually afflicted the elderly!
When I was a young lad there used to be a lady in
Rudgwick by the name of Mrs Reeves; she
organised many coach trips to various events. My
parents used to take me to a Pantomime on Ice,
staged in Brighton. It was usually a winter-time
event, I have many fond memories of the event and
also of seeing the illuminations of Preston Park as
we journeyed back from Brighton. The coach was
always a Bedford Duple (I presume from Sunbeam
Coaches in their twilight years) which had an interior
that was pure Art Deco, all the interior lights were in
the shape of little flaming torches that glowed in the
dark. I used to stay awake to see the Preston Park
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illuminations and then suddenly we were in Bucks
Green…
My late mother in law always referred to the old
coaches as “charabancs” which were a very popular
cheap transport after the First World War. The
capacity of such vehicles was normally no more than
twenty people and often they were open topped! A
very funny story was recounted to me by my father
and recalls an old gentlemen, who had the nick
name of “ Chinny”, who used to live in Ewhurst. He
was the butt of many jokes regarding his escapades
but here is one: A party of people went from Ewhurst
to London. The party stopped somewhere in London
at a café and Chinny was heard to say to the
waitress “I expect you are busy today, 23 of us are
up from Ewhurst”. Now we have the capacity of the
Ewhurst charabanc…!
Many thousands of buses and coaches have been
scrapped over the years but some have been
preserved by enthusiasts. It is one thing to have an
old classic car salted away in a warm garage but it is
a problem to house an old bus or coach!
Frazer Clayton, who lives in the village, owns a
beautiful coach that was made in 1930’s. He has
done a wonderful restoration of the vehicle, including
making a complete new bodywork frame in ash
wood as the original had rotted away. I understand
that Frazer purchased the seasoned ash wood from
Agate’s timber yard in Horsham when they were
closing down. The upholstery was completely
refurbished with the original manufacturer of the
cloth agreeing to produce a run of the correct pattern
and colours! The coach has a remarkable
provenance , it was used during the rescue of
people caught in the tragic flooding of Lynton and
Lynmouth in 1952. The coach has been used in
various TV productions.

RUDGWICK’S RAILWAY:
REVOLUTION OR EVOLUTION?
Roger Nash

Pre-Revolutionary Days, before 1859
For centuries, the only way of getting around in the
Low Weald was by getting yourself through the mud
of the notorious local clay either on foot, or by horse,
for some with a cart. Ogilby mapped the London to
Arundel coaching route through Ockley, Oakwoodhill
and Slinfold in 1675. Then came turnpikes, through
Loxwood & Alfold as early as 1757 (to Guildford
1761), Bucks Green to Horsham (A281) & Clemsfold
branch (north) 1809 (Ockley 1812), Five Oaks
(north) 1811, Rudgwick & Cranleigh 1818,
Billingshurst 1824, Ellens Green & Rowhook 1829.

Turnpikes did not long outlast the railways, and the
one through Bucks Green (A281) is known to have
opened its gates permanently in 1873. The canal
through Loxwood in 1812 ushered in a new
industrial age for transport of heavy goods.
However this too ceased traffic in 1871. None of
these disturbed the age-old habits of a typical
Rudgwick resident much, but some of the old ‘green
lanes’, despite being ‘king’s highways’ began to fall
into disuse. There was even a proposal for an
inclined plane railway, extending the Surrey Iron
Railway (Wandsworth to Croydon) from Croydon to
Newbridge Wharf on the Arun at Billingshurst, via
Rudgwick, presumably horse-drawn. Part was built,
the Croydon, Godstone and Merstham extension
which opened in 1805 and closed in 1838.
Many other foolish but wealthy dreamers in London
began to get railway fever as the industrial
revolution seeped southwards on the back of two
iron rails and the invention of the steam engine. It
took most of the 18th century to get the steam
engine to work both commercially and technically. It
was in 1804 that Trevithick used steam to power a
locomotive in South Wales, but not until 1830 did
there exist an exclusively steam powered
commercial passenger/freight railway from Liverpool
to Manchester, for which credit goes to George
Stevenson. I am disappointed that my great
grandfather supervised (he called it an honour) the
demolition of the Stevenson Water Street bridge in
Manchester in 1904. Five years after Stevenson’s
triumph in Lancashire there was a proposal to build
another from Croydon to Brighton, through
Rudgwick, after which ideas flew off the drawing
board and out of the window: Wimbledon to
Portsmouth 1838; Guildford to Brighton via
Horsham 1845; Redhill to Portsmouth via
Chichester, also 1845. All three would have gone
through Rudgwick had they been built. ‘Railway
mania’, a frenzy of schemes reached a peak in
1846 when 272 railway Acts were passed, a third of
which were never built and lost a lot of people a lot
of money. Readers interested in the details should
read Wikipedia’s entry on the subject.
But unlike most stock market bubbles there were
tangible and revolutionary results. The London of
the 1840s was successfully pushing tentacles of
iron and steam outwards. The Waterloo line
reached Guildford in 1845; the line from Three
Bridges (linked to Victoria) reached Horsham in
1847. By the end of the decade, Godalming was
linked to the Waterloo line, and the two lines from
London were linked cross-country Shalford to
Redhill. In the 1850s, the Waterloo line reached
Portsmouth, and the line from Horsham through
Dorking joined the Victoria to Leatherhead section.
The possibility of a line linking Guildford to Horsham
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must have seemed real, if not to Rudgwick folk, to
those whose eye was on a fast buck. In fact the Arun
Valley line from Horsham via Pulborough to Petworth
in 1859, and Horsham to Brighton, 1861, came to
fruition before our line, and with similar lack of long
term success.

The Revolution Begins:
Horsham and Guildford Direct Railway
Company, 1859-62
On 29 October 1859, detailed plans were put to local
landowners; suggestions or alterations had to be
submitted to Edward Woods, surveyor of the route.
On 9 November notice was given of the first Act of
Parliament to incorporate the Horsham and Guildford
Direct Railway Company (HGDR) to construct a
railway line from the Mid-Sussex line to the
Godalming branch of the London & South-Western
Railway, to allow the use of Guildford station, and
running rights to it, and to allow working
arrangements with, and subscriptions from, the
London, Brighton & South Coast Railway Company
(LBSCR). On 3 December 1859 the Horsham and
Guildford Direct Railway Private Members Bill for the
1860 session of Parliament was announced.
Promoters of the Bill and members of the board
included James Braby (Rudgwick), Thomas Child
(Slinfold) and William McCormick (Liverpool,
contractor). Chairman of the Company was Joseph
Cary, Secretary CF Lucas. Later members of the
board included Henry Fox, William Lintott and John
Bradshaw. Trouble quickly came as LBSCR decided
to lobby against the bill in February 1860, mainly on
grounds of competition. HGDR’s answer was to
invite them to run the line, which they agreed to do.
On 6 August 1860, assent was given to “An Act for
making a Railway from the Mid-Sussex Railway to
the Godalming Branch of the London and SouthWestern Railway (LSWR) at Guildford, to be called
‘The Horsham and Guildford Direct Railway’". The
target date for completion was August 1864, with a
penalty clause that the company would lose £12,000
payable to Board of Trade unless a valid reason for

delay could be provided. Within days the sites of five
stations, including Rudgwick, were announced.
However, a second problem, and in this case a longrunning saga, arose as LSWR who operated the
shared Peasmarsh to Guildford track and station
would not co-operate. An agreement of sorts was
finalised only in May 1861. Some issues were never
satisfactorily resolved until reorganisation on 31
December 1922. On 1 July, contracts for
construction of the 15 mile line were signed – the
revolution was under way. Sometime in early 1862,
work began under the HGDR team: Chief Engineer,
and surveyor of the line’s route, Edward Woods of
Westminster, Resident Engineer Thomas Oliver of
Derby (who came to live in Horsham and built
Tanbridge House for his family) assisted by James
Taylor, and contractor James Holmes for William
McCormick of Liverpool, and Inspector of Works
John Dixon Browne.

The Route in Rudgwick
A map held in Surrey History Centre shows the
planned ‘line of rail’. From this, and the schedule, it
is possible to learn the names of owners and
occupiers of each parcel of land to be crossed.
Starting at the Slinfold boundary, three parcels
belonging to Swaines Farm were owned jointly by
Mary Stringer and Mary and Elizabeth Smith,
probably daughter heiresses of George Smith, Esq.,
and farmed by Hannah Stanford. The Stanfords had
tenanted Swaines from the Smiths for many years.
Eight more parcels of Naldretts Farm, towards the
turnpike (A281), were owned by Edward Brice
Bunny, Esq. of Slinfold Lodge, whose family owned
big acreages in both parishes for several
generations, having inherited title from the old
Rudgwick family of Naldrett. A bridge under the
embankment was to be provided here, probably at
Bunny’s insistence. The last two parcels south of the
A281 were in the ownership of James Braby. One of
the Smith parcels came next, where the line is close
to Swaines at Bowcroft Lane.
Between here and the ‘parish road’ (Church Street),
the line picked through six Braby parcels and four
more of Bunnys. Here Bunny’s fields are part of
Gaskins Farm, in occupation of another Stanford, the
Widow Mary. These Braby fields are probably glebe
land of Parsonage Farm, farmed, with Greathouse
west of Church Street, by Henry Jenkins, whose
family once owned the King’s Head. A close study of
a modern OS map reveals that many of these fields
were cut in two, indeed whole farms were split in this
way. It cannot have made farming any easier for
tenants.
Across Church Street, the line entered Greathouse
Farm, where the station was planned, 18 parcels in
all, to Lynwick Street. The land west of here was part
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Lynwick Street on Sunday, 7th September. Thomas
Walker, a “strong powerful-looking navvy” working on
the Guildford-Horsham line, approached the vicar
who was returning to the house of Reverend Richard
Sparkes in Alfold. There had been other “outrages”
in the neighbourhood. In court, it was asserted that
the prisoner and another navvy came up to them and
demanded some
tobacco several times.
The prisoner hit
Matthews with his fist
over the left eye, and
knocked him down.
Matthews stated he
was nearly blinded by
blood and when he got
up again, he was
knocked down again by
the prisoner. He got up
a third time and was
again knocked down.
He did not attempt to
raise himself again, but
crawled to the bank and
remained quiet to avoid
another attack. The
prisoner and his
companion then left.
The prisoner was
alleged to say he was
then going to look for
Reverend Sparkes to
kill him. Sparkes had
apparently sought
refuge in a cottage.
Frederick Buck, the
village carrier who lived
in a cottage in Lynwick
Line of rail submitted to Parliament 1860, station locations not agreed yet. Based on 1st Ed O S map with railways
Street
was called as a
to date added (a unique map as it spans two original sheets)
witness, and stated the
in Cranleigh parish, was the extensive estate of
attack took place near his cottage, but that he was
Baynards Park, owned by Rev Thomas Thurlow, and too frightened to intervene, but heard the prisoner
therefore owner of the land for the eponymous
use threats. Revd Matthews managed to reach
station there, which he demanded and located as the Buck’s cottage to wash the blood off. PC Eames took
price of his support.
the prisoner into custody at the Queen’s Head,
Bucks Green, after Buck had identified him,
Twenty years earlier, the tithe map schedule had
whereupon the prisoner assaulted the policeman too
listed the landowners and occupiers. All the owners
as he was handcuffed, and then was violent all the
and occupiers, and a few others, already there, not
way to the police station. The case was adjourned to
necessarily on the same land, perhaps the previous
the next Thursday, when the prisoner was committed
generation. This was a stable evolving community,
for trial at the assizes.
even if some of the landowners were absentees.
In October, Reverend Matthews asked at Horsham
Revolutionary Behaviour?
Petty Sessions for a special constable for Rudgwick
Rudgwick Vicar Assaulted,
to serve whilst the railway works were being
undertaken because the railway workmen were
Brighton Gazette, 18 Sept 1862.
continually causing disturbances and assaulting the
Reverend George Matthews, vicar of Rudgwick since inhabitants. The magistrates agreed to do so, and to
1833, was assaulted after performing service in
demand the railway company pay the expense.
Greathouse barn near the railway bridge cutting in
of Hobbs Barn holding owned by Sarah Holmes and
farmed by Edward Dinnage. Three parcels of
Woodsomes Farm were owned by Samuel
Nicholson and farmed by James Puttock, who was
also, significantly, a brickmaker. Might he have been
the supplier of bricks to the railway engineers? Over
the hill, beyond the 380 yard long brick-lined tunnel,

Rudgwick Preservation Society
Autumn 2015 Newsletter

8

However, the Chief Constable refused as there were
no spare men!

The Struggle to Completion:
London, Brighton & South Coast Railway Company, 1862-5
LBSCR had more clout both as a business and as
engineers. By 28 April 1862, they had agreement
that all business would be carried out in their offices,
and that their supervisors and inspectors would
control the
works. On 25
July, LBSCR
announced it
had contributed
£75,000 to the
capital of the
HGDR, and
agreed to pay an
additional
£48,000 for the
line on
completion.
LBSCR would
find the
materials for
construction of
the permanent
Col William Yolland, CB, FRS, Royal
way and build
Engineers, 1810-1885, Chief Inspector of
the stations. On
Railways 1877-85.
Copyright Royal Society
29 July there
was formal merger. Edward Woods was replaced as
chief engineer by one of LBSCR senior employees,
Frederick Bannister. However, a report of the
impending opening of the line in December 1864
names Woods as Engineer, presumably reporting to
Bannister, Holmes of Liverpool still the contractor
and Taylor under the superintendence of Oliver in
charge of earthworks, tunnelling and bridges. John
Dixon Browne was unfortunately killed in 1863
during construction of Baynards Tunnel, the only
known fatality. Negotiations with landowners were
never simple, and dragged on into 1863. It was not
until 1864 that a bid of £3,698 was accepted for
building all 5 stations. Directors expressed their
"extreme dissatisfaction at the great delays which
have taken place and the inefficient manner in which
the works have been prosecuted". It did not help
that every change required a new Act of Parliament,
for example three in 1864, one to add a loop
allowing trains to head south at Stammerham
Junction, Itchingfield, which in the event was barely
ever used – but can be seen on maps or satellite
image. The other two gave LBSCR total control of
the project. HGDR was dead.

and that the line would be open for use on 1st June
1865. This soon became 1st July. BoT Chief
Inspecting Officer, Colonel Yolland had been
unhappy both with the traffic arrangements at
Guildford and public use of Rudgwick Station, set on
a 1 in 80 southern incline, until it was re-levelled on
an incline of 1 in 130. As the company was
contractually obliged to provide this station for
James Braby (on his land), it had no choice but to
carry out the works, which also included the raising
of embankments and a bridge over the River Arun
by 10 feet (3.0 m). History does not explain what
changes were necessitated at the turnpike (A281)
crossing. A new date, 1 August, was set and
missed.

Opening of the Line
On 28 September 1865, West Sussex Gazette
reported, in some bemusement, the sorry state of
affairs as far as concerned Rudgwick (see below).
On Monday, 2 October 1865, Sussex Agricultural
Express said “An event so important as the opening
of this line might well have been celebrated by some
public demonstration, but the timetable was simply
issued and the first train left Guildford for Horsham
at 6.35am with about a dozen passengers who had
the benefit of being carried free. But inspection of
the track decreed that Rudgwick Station could not
be used since the gradient on which it was built was
too steep at 1 in 80. This caused an uproar amongst
local people who claimed that they were being
isolated and villagers threatened to call out the fire
brigade to ‘quench the Government Inspector's fiery
spirit!’" The timetable (previous page) clearly omits

Events moved faster now. On 2 May 1865,
Bannister reported to the board that the line was
finally ready to be inspected by the Board of Trade,
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Rudgwick.
The Express
reported a
Presentation
of Volunteer
prizes by Mrs
Bradshaw of
Knowle Park
at Baynards
to coincide
with the
opening of the
line: the band
of the 1st
Sussex
Volunteers
Battalion
played as the
2.25 train
from Guildford
arrived; Mr
Samuel
Ransom of
the Travellers
(Martlet) Inn,
Rudgwick had
a booth. The
volunteers
Source: West Sussex Record Office marched to
the grounds
of Baynards for the presentation of prizes, and back
again to races, sports and refreshments in the
environs of the new station. A large number of the
well-to-do attended , including “Mr John Braby and
Mr James Braby and party”.
On 10 October 1865 West Sussex Gazette stated,
presciently, that the line was "likely to prove a more
picturesque than profitable part of the Company”.
There was a feeling that it had been built merely to
provide connections with the LSWR at Guildford,
and to give a through route to the Midlands. On
Wednesday, 1 November 1865 Rudgwick Station
opened at last, with a feast provided at his new hotel
by James Braby of Maybanks (between Cox Green
and Ellens Green). This was the son of the James
Braby who had sponsored the original Act, and who
by a quirk of fate had died on 3 August. The Brabys
were the beneficiaries of the railway crossing
Greathouse Farm from the Church Street bridge to
Lynwick Street.
Initially eight trains ran daily, covering the line in 50
minutes. However, sluggish traffic returns meant that
fares were raised within 18 months of opening,
whilst services were reduced to three each way on
weekdays and Saturdays, certain trains terminating
at Crainleigh, with two on Sundays. It was not long
before only 3rd class accommodation was provided.
However, the number of daily services reverted to

eight, calling at all stations. There was very little
through-running on the line, only excursions
(particularly on Sundays and often from the West
Midlands, via Reading, to Brighton). Hence the quick
closure of the Stammerham loop in 1867. It has
been said there were no goods yards at any of the
stations in 1865, and there seems to be no record of
when they were provided, though the yard at
Rudgwick, which required considerable excavation,
is clearly marked on the OS Map of 1880.
In 1866 Kelly’s Directory has these entries for
Rudgwick: “ The Horsham & Guildford direct line of
rail passes through the parish, half a mile south of
the village, where there is a neat station....In close
proximity to the station is the Railway Hotel, a
substantial and commodious structure, with large
grounds attached”; Stationmaster, George Evans,
the first named person in the job; William Hogwood,
Railway Station Hotel and Commercial Inn, coal
merchant; Edward Botting, Hencocks, (previously a
farmer at Howick), also coal merchant . Were they
rivals or partners? Does this suggest there was at
least one siding from the start? Revolution?
Perhaps.
News items in the first few years include the first
line-side fire during a drought in August 1868, and
this from 5 June 1869: cheap return tickets, London
to Rudgwick, Slinfold & Horsham, Summer Sundays
only, leaving Victoria 6.55am or London Bridge
7.15am, returning by train leaving Portsmouth
4.25pm, and the branch train connecting to it: 1st
class 7s 6d; 2nd class 5s 6d; 3rd class 2s 6d. Thus
did Rudgwick’s tourist industry begin, sort of. On 3
August 1871 the annual field visit of Surrey
Archaeological Society travelled by train to
Baynards, thence by road to Rudgwick church,
Alfold and Cranleigh, returning by train from
Cranleigh.

Thanks to Nicola Francis’s family collection of photos there is now
another posed Edwardian platform photo showing a tall slim station
master, probably Mr Louis Brighty, 1903-7. A better known platform
picture was ‘postally used’ in 1907. A third shows him and his family
in the station forecourt. Same photographer for all three?
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A New Hotel for Rudgwick
James Braby senior of Maybanks was quick to
realise the potential of routing the railway across
his land, and also having the station in a corner of
Greathouse Farm accessible from the village
street. There is a hint in a newspaper article that
a specific contract to build it in that location was
entered into. But Braby went further, and had the
foresight to see the potential for development
near the station. Not for nothing did his family
come from the Waterloo area of Lambeth, where
they had already made money from property. His
hotel must have seemed a presumptuous and
unheard of development in part of the street
scene where there were no other buildings.
Martlet Hotel and Corner, c1903

It was first advertised as newly erected and “to let
immediately” (already licensed) in December 1864.
Rudgwick’s Railway Inn’s “situation is one of the
most picturesque in the county and must ‘eventually’
command a good trade … seven bedroom with
water and store closets, large parlours with folding
doors … stabling for six horses, coach house...”,
said the Sussex Advertiser, asking applicants to
apply to Mr Gasson, Braby’s bailiff. The successful
applicant was Samuel Ransom, who was the
experienced innkeeper of the Queen’s Head in
Chedburgh, Suffolk, which was in the hands of the
Ransom family from before 1841 to after 1891.
However, he seems only to have got the business
going, as the license was transferred to William
Hogwood only weeks after the station opened. In
1866, a directory described the Railway Hotel as “a
substantial and commodious structure, with large
grounds attached.”
By 1870, the same directory added (calling it Martlet
Hotel): “The cricket club meets at this house, and
the cricket field covers over 5 acres of land”. Two
possible fields fit the bill, Furzefield or Greathouse
Meadow. The Brabys are known to have been keen
on cricket, which at the time was played on several
fields both in the parish and at Maybanks itself.
Cricket is short lived but by 1874 (Mrs Elizabeth
Culmer, landlady) and 1878 (David Prince, landlord),
“There is a lake, covering over an acre and a half of
land [the ‘tip pond’, now silted up], well stocked with
fish”.It has been described recently as a swampy
morass, but was still described as “a large sheet of
water affording good coarse fishing” as late as 1922.
Staff turnover seems high: was it proving less viable
as a business than hoped? Few guests appear in
the censuses. In 1881 a surgeon and his wife
staying there seem to have been on leave from the
East India Company. At the Queen’s Head in Bucks
Green there were six lodging. By 1880 David
Starkey was landlord.

The Curious Case of the Carmen
As a curious post-script to the above, reported on 25
August 1866, there was a flurry of interest in another
Braby project after the opening of the station. The
Brabys came from a family of Lambeth
wheelwrights, a firm which did a lot of business with
the carmen and contractors of London. Whereas the
hotel was the brainchild of his father, James Braby
junior attempted to woo the Metropolitan Contractors
and Master Town Carmen’s Provident Society, a
benevolent society recently founded in 1863, of
which he was a member. 20 to 30 of them came to
Rudgwick to discuss his offer of a 3 acre building
site for the erection of almshouses for the “infirm or
decayed members” of the trade the society
represented. A school for the education of the poor
[? of Rudgwick] was also to be erected on the same
piece of ground, a meadow sloping from east to
west and immediately opposite the railway station. A
good dinner and excellent wine was provided by Mr
Hogwood at the inn. Among the guests was the
vicar of Rudgwick, Reverend Drury. No decision was
reported.
By 25 February 1868, the new Stanstead Cottage
was to let, opposite railway station forecourt, and
named after the house James had occupied in
Forest Hill before he moved to Rudgwick in 1865.
This was on the land earmarked for the almshouses,
but it seems they were never built, which is odd
since the society still referred to them in the mid1870s. Stanstead Cottage’s first occupants were the
young Misses Allberry and Mrs Maria Hunt, a
relative. The 1874 directory notes there is a ‘school’
in the house, perhaps taking private pupils, perhaps
poor children, nominated by the Carmen, but shortlived. By 1878, William Churchman, auctioneer and
distantly related to James Braby lived there, the
Allberrys and Mrs Hunt living elsewhere in the
village.
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Kilburn Villa was completed next to Stanstead
Cottage in 1880, and became home to John
Jenkins, a retired Rudgwick farmer, previously at
Hale Farm, whose family once had the King’s Head
Inn. Kilburn is where James Braby’s grandparents
had lived. In 1884 the cottage was converted into
two. To this day, Stanstead and Kilburn, the latter
rather altered, stand opposite the Medical Centre,
and countless photographs of the station have
shown them in the background. Of the carmen
there is no trace, and they might as well not have
existed in the newspaper record by this date.
To be continued in the next newsletter

MALCOLM’S MISCELLANY
A collection of short stories
Malcolm Francis
I have had quite a few positive comments about my
contributions to the last Newsletter; here are some
more.
I have often recalled farming stories from the
Sixties, I spent a lot of my spare time in my teenage
years working for one of my relations, Bert Hill, who
farmed a large part of the Baynards estate.
One year, Bert had bought the standing crop of
wheat from a farm that had been owned by the
Guinness family, close to Holmbury St Mary (I
thought that the crop would have been barley!). It
was an interesting experience because the fields
sloped quite steeply up to the North Downs and a
lot of the standing wheat was quite a challenge to
harvest. It is it easy to see why there have been so
many serious accidents involving farm machinery
overturning or sliding out of control when the
remaining stubble after any cereal crop is harvested
can become nearly as slippery as ice. I have been
on a tractor, with a large trailer-load of bales under
those conditions and it is very frightening.
I remember that one of the fields at Holmbury was
so steep that the grain tanks on the combine
harvester were actually spilling over each time the
machine was manoeuvred, whilst turning around at
the headland. One day I had to take over driving
the combine, which was quite wide and stable,
whilst Bert struggled to bring the tractor and fully
laden grain trailer down to a flatter surface… spare
a thought for the combine harvesters you see
working on the South Downs in similar conditions. It
is of note that these days the largest combine
harvesters are fitted with tracks rather than large
wheels and tractors and attendant equipment have
a much wider track.

Another rather funny incident occurred whilst
harvesting on the farm at Holmbury St Mary; each
field of standing wheat was a challenge, but a field
near the road between Ewhurst and Forest Green
caused another problem - how to get a very large
combine harvester into small field surrounded by
high hedges. The field gate was much too small,
even with the gate posts removed.
Bert thought the best way was to drive the very
heavy combine over a deep ditch straight off the
public road, where the hedge was quite thin. I was
detailed to stop the traffic after Bert had placed
some very strong railway sleepers over the ditch.
Bert knew that this was very risky because if the
sleepers broke the combine would be stuck and the
road would be blocked, not to mention that serious
damage would be done to the machine. Have you
ever seen railway sleepers bend but not snap …?
This ties into my next story of timbers actually
giving way. I used to know a carpenter, who had a
whole raft of building stories relating to Sussex, and
who recounted a very funny incident that happened
to him in Midhurst. There was a house within that
town that was timber framed and consisted of about
four stories. The structural repair work necessitated
a mains water storage tank being drained, while still
within the roof, to enable vital supporting timbers to
be replaced. It seems that somebody did not see
the warning notice and turned the mains water
supply to the tank back on. When the tank was full
of water it broke loose from the roof space and fell
down through the rest of the floors with the same
effect as a bomb. Luckily the building was empty at
the time…..
A similar effect was produced in my next story: I
used have an old friend who had lived in Guildford
for many years. He recounted that at the outbreak
of the Second World War a lot of people decided to
put their valuable furniture into storage and the local
Pickford’s warehouse was filling up fast. My friend,
whose office was near to the warehouse, watched
as a large grand piano was winched up the outside
of the building to the top floor. Unfortunately the
block and tackle equipment failed just as the piano
was being swung inside - the piano plunged to the
ground and exploded! Everybody thought that it
was a German bomb. The piano exploded with
such force, due to the stress on the large iron frame
strung with hundreds of steel wires, that the body of
the piano was just matchwood.
One can imagine the telephone call to the piano’s
owners…..
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